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CANTIGNY FIRST REAL TEST OF AMERICAN ARMY

Continued from l’n{,e 1
160 men; better troops and Iarger com-
panies than the average in the Gorman
army at the time.

Cantigny’s Strategicai Importance

Difficult though the American position
was Lo hold, it scon became evident that
merely holding it would not sufiice. The
village of Cantigny, strongly organized
and defended by the enemy, was on
rising ground, affording admirable ob-
servation poinis overlooking the Amer-
ican lines and rear areas toward Amiens
and Dreteuil, and, mmeover presenting
an excellent jumping-off place for a fur-
ther great assault if the Germans should
deiermine to resume their advance to-
ward the coas( To safeguard the posi-
tion and to place the line favorably-for
an Allied counter-offensive, if the chance
for one should come, it was necessary
that Cantigny should be taken and held.
Preparations for the operation were be-
gun at once.

The troops detailed to make the at-
tack were the 28th Infantry, Colonel
Ely; one battalion of the 26th Infantry,
Major Theodore Roosevelt, Jr,, for sup-
port, and detachments of ¥French tanks
and flame throwers. A section of ter-
rain behind the Amerviecan lines .very
gimilar in natural features to that ocew
pied by Cantigny and its defenses was
selected for maneuvering, and trenches
in replica of the German ones were dug
upon it. Sand tables showing the
topography, woods, lines of change of
the barrage, objectives, strong points,
and all houses in Cantizny which might
be expected to be org.mued as machine
gun nests were prepared and minutely
studied. Exact and detailed orders were
prepared by ithe stafl and the Artillery
arranged accurate time tables for the
melimmmy bombardment and the roll-
-ing barrage.

Three Days of Refrearsal
For three successive days the troops

which were to pasrticipate in the assaull,

rehearsed it in detail upon the sclecied
terrain, until every officer- and man
knew perfectly the part which he was
{o perform, the route by which he was
1o advance, and the objective which he
was to reach. This preliminary training
being completed, every ecompany com-
mander, together with one olher com-
pany officer and iwo non-commissioned
officers, made a daylight reconnaissance
to study the sector and select objeeis
upon which to march when the assaulf
should go ofi.

At lenglh,

after every conceivable

preparation had been made and every

precaution taken to insure success came
ihe momentous night of May 27-28.
Probably the troops did not yet know
it, buf on that very morning had oc¢-
curred an event which was to give to
their own compartively small undertak-
‘ng even greater moral significance than
‘t would otherwise have possessed.

That morning the Germans had gone
over the top along the Chemin des
1 wmoes in the last of their successful
1. offensives; an offensive 50 success-
!u] at the beginning that it was perhaps
more disquieting than any of those
which had preceded it, carrying the
enemy’s lines down to the Marne at
‘Chatean-Thierry and seeming for a time
to threaten Paris with imminent at-
tack. In the next day's news to a dis-
mayed world, telling of the armies of
the German Crown Prince siriding
southward across the Vesle, the eleciri-
{ying suecess of the Ist American Divi-
sion at Cantigny was the only bright
spot; but it was a spot of exceeding
brighinees.

Over the Top

Zero hour was sel for 5:30 a.m., May
o8, The designated Infantry units en-
trucked for the front lines atl 12:30 am.
and at 3 a.m. they were in position in
their jumping-off trenches. Twelve
¥French tanks and the French flame
throwers were in position, the squadron
of French airplanes detailed to make
observaiions was ready to perform its
part of the complicated task, and a de-
tachment of United States Engineers
was on hand for pioneer work. About
250 pieces of artillery, Amecrican and
Frepch, ranging in caliber from Timm.
to 280mm., stood prepared to open the
bombardment at the appeinted second.

Each Infantryman carried a shelter
half, his rifle with 220 rounds of ammu-
nition, 2 hand grenades, 1 uﬂe grenade, |
1 Benga\ flare, 4 sand bags, 2 days’ ra-
iions, 2 canteens of water and cither a
pick or shovel.

AL 4:57 am. every unit was in posi-
tion and every arrangement completed.
The night was calm and starlit, ad-
mirably suited io the “oxk in hand.
Promptly at zere hour, 5:30 am., the
Artillery bombardment began with a
yoar and the hail of missiles crashed
down upon Cgntigny and iis stone walls
began to crumbie and fly into splinters.

The terriffic fire paralyzed the Geor-
mans and when, at 6:30 an., the bom-
bardment was suddenly pulled back to
the initial line of the barrage and the
Ynfantry went over, advancing at the
raie of 100 meters every iwo minutes
and following the barrage at a distance
of 50 meters, the enemy was so bewil-
dered that he could not offer effective
resistance. Mastered by the bayonets of
the American Infaniry and terrified by
the tanks and flame throwers, the Ger-
mans surrendered in clusters, those who

o
attempted to fight being shot down or

captured as the rush of assaulting troops
mopped up the town and ilg covering
trenches. Tn an incredibly short time
the objective line beyond Caniigny bhad
been reached, with remarkably few
losses. .

But now came the far more difficult
task of consolidating and holding the
captured positions. The German counter
artillery fire had come down prompt
and it was withering. It was nece
promptly 10 make the new line
against the countier attack whi
certain {0 be launched very shortly.

Consolidating the Positions

First, a line of shell holes was con-
\ohdarcd and, with the help of the En-
gincers, conneund with hasty, shallow
trenches, capable of being ‘defended
mainly with automatic rittes, Under a
galling artillery barrage and a con-
stant hail of machine gun and rifle five,
the men then wired these positions in
front, while the third wave of the as-
saul, close behind, was busy, under
quite as diflicult conditions, in consoli-
daling three strong poeints imnnediately
behind the front line; one in the woods
200 meters east of the smoking ruins of
Cantigny one in the woods to the north-
cast of it, and one in the eemetery
north of the fown. Bach strong point
was garrisoned by one platoon of Infan-
iry provided with automatic rifles.

Under cover of a vigorous machine
gun barrage in which one capiured
Cerman machine gun was participating.
the Americans awaited the German rte-
action. Tor two hours after the cap-
ture of Cantigny the enemy's artillery
fire continuned with unabated inten
in spite of the powerful response Mm.h
the American and French guns were
making to it. Telephone wires all along
the American front were constantly cut,
and it was during this period ihat one
young American sergeant carned from
the Germans the nickname of “ihe
black snuke of Cantigny” because of his
scess in wriggling over the top to re-
pair cut wires.

Though they had lost their front line
in 1he overwhelming rush of the Amer-
ican attack, the Germans were confident
of their abilily to retake it. Indecd,
one German caplain who had been taken!
and turned over to an American officer,!
upon finding himself held prisoner !m|
a time in the front.line, had the assur-!
ance to remark: '

The First Counter Aitaek

“If you expect to.keep me much
longer, von had better send me to the
rear; my men will retake this place
within two hours.”

True io expectations, just two hours
after the capture of the town, the
enemy’s counter-atlack was scen coming
over from his reserve trenches in Talval
Woods, protected by a barrage whose
accuracy was carefuily checked by ex-
perienced German aviafors fiying over-
head. 'The attack fell uwpon the 2nd
and 3rd battalions of the 28th Infantry.
But, gallantly though they advanced,
the ¢nemy made the error of following
the barrage at a distance of about 200
meters instead of 50 meters. The artil-
lery fire passed over the American {ront
line and gave ithe Infantry a chance to
get into action before the assauiling
line 'was upon them. Waliting until the
jntter was within 100 yards, the Amer-
icans_opened fire with one burst of
flame, and in a moment the Germuns
were fleeing toward Framecourt Wood,
leaving upon the ground noi less than
500 killed and wounded.

But, though the aitack was thus de-
eisively repulsed, it was only the first
of six successive counter-attacks which
weire launched within the next 4§
liours. -As each was repulsed, the
enemy became more exasperated, more
desperate in his efforts to retake the
tost posilions.

Repulsing Germany’s Best

It was not_ only thal thoy were
of value te him in themseclves; the
accumulating evidence of the dash and
doggedness of the American iroops as
they continued to maintain themselves
triumphanily against the utmost efforts
that ibeir adversaries could make was
giving the e so plainly to the*German
thesis th&t the Amecrican troops were no
good and never could be made good;
{hat s was impossible for the American
effort ever to become a decisive factor
in the war, that the enemy dared not
{el them retain their advanigge. If they
did retain it, the news was sure to leak

oul to the German army and people and

to strike a chill of forcboding to their
hearts as they thought of the millions
of other equally sturdy Americans who
were on their way to France, in fact
or potentially.

So, for two harrowing days the enemy
continued to smother Cantigny in shell
fire and gas and to hurl the best troops
he could gather upon the stubborn
Amerlcan line. Bat, from coloncls to
privates, the men who had come 3.500
miles across the sea (o fight for human
freedom znd their own outraged rights
upon a forcign soil stood firmly to their
task, and it was here that such men as
Tieut-Col. Maxey, who, mortally
wounded, continued to direet the move-
ments of his men until he died; Corp.
Robert Finnigan, who, also mortally

woun‘ded. concealed the fact and en-
!

f

couraged his squ‘u} and fired his auto-
matic unul exhausted from loss of blood,
and Lieut. Clarence Drumm, who
walked up and down the lines to en-
courvage his men under the terrific fire
until he was siruck by a shell, gave to
their own names the immortality of
heroism and to American history fresh
cxamples of the valer of the race lo
place beside those of Lexinglon, ithe
Alamo and the Wilderness

‘The Lesson of Cantigny

AL Tength, after 18 hours of nighf-
mare, the German attempts relaxed.

Convinced by ithe loss of dbO\H X()D mern | §

killed, 500 wounded and 2355
c:mmu_d. and the loss of several pieces
of light and heavy ealiber ariiliery,
many machine guns and rifles and a
great quaniity of ammuniljon and ma-
terial that no sacrifice would recover
their lost positions, and that the moral
effect of the sitnation upon Lhwir own
troops and people must be disconnted
by other means, if possible, the Gor-
mans gettied back into their new lines,
which they continued to hold until
finally forced from them by the greaf
Allied counter-offensive of mid-July.
Opposite to them, the Ist Division also
remained on the ground iis arms had
won until the night of July 89, when
it was at last velieved by French iroops
and went back for a few brief days of
rest before going into a sector where it
was to win for itself fresh and even

greater laurels on the fields of the

Marne qalm between Soissons and

Chitean-T! “
But at ¢ it had tanght to the

world the signiticant lesson that the
American soldier was fully equal {o the
soldier of any other nation on ihe field
of battle. Who can estimate the extent
of the subtle influence which this proof
exeried upon ithe gigantic armies locked

in  baitie along the Western front,

dismaying thosc of the Central Power

Marme and Picardy and

1%18—perhaps  the

most
weeks in all history?
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Offending Buck: . how
Por’t I get released m(vlu soon?

Sergeant of the Gnard:
basn't said anything about it yel.

Ofiending Buck: Well, Surge,
stip him the tip that the release of
lied prisoners is one of L terms in the
armistice,

AS IT IS WRITTEN

| Thierry,

THE S —BmTon.

man must be a hell of a bad actor.
Second Casual Company Top:

record.

heartening the warriors of the Allies.

as they struggled literally for ithe mas-
tery of lhe world upon the ficlds of the
Flanders
through lhe wecks of June and July,
momentous

about ¥

The skippesr

Tirst Casual Comn(ms Ton. That now

Yes,
lie’s only marked “Good” on his service

TRAFFIC MEN ALL READY

Thirty officers and men of the Trans-
portation Department who had made a
special study of the German language
for four months have establishied a head-
quarters al Naney lo conduct the first
steps toward t'ﬂ\mg over from the Ger-
man government 5,000 locomotives and

150,000 freight cars as provided for by
the armisiic agreement.

Althongh many of the Transporiation
men picked for this service have long
been able to speak German fluently,
some of them were chosen after spend-
‘ng hours daily in learning the language
in anticipation of the collapse of the
lerman government,

Their rk will consist largely of mak-
‘ngoappr cments of the rolling stock
ding to the needs for the recon-
on work which the Allies are

o
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and Canada.
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‘Varieties .
of Pure Food Products

An American house that
has stood for quahty

cleanliness in the malung of
foods and relishes for yo'years,
with plants, farms, salting
stations and warehousesin
various parts of the world
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Offered to you.as your dentifrice

for six.good reasons

Cleans the "teeth thora
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chemicals.

- Polishes, them to natyral
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ful grit.

3 Qor:ects an acid coidie
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Good Teetli~Good Health
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Retards the .growh of
d:cay germs,

« Delights by its deliclons,
flavor (2 ““medicine”™ taste

does mot “pecessarily . mean
efficiency,)
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Gillette U.S.

Service Set

PACKETS of new Gillette Blades——each

lade wrapped in oiled paper enclosed in
sanitary envelope———brxg‘lt smooth, sharp and clean,

can be obtained at all dealers in France, England,
Russia, Italy, Canada and all ether paris of the

world.

PRICE OF GILLETTE BLADES

Packet of

6 Blades
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Packét of 12 Blades wu uw e oe. 6 Francs

ws wa 3 Francs

To be had at A E.F. & YM.C.A. Canteers’
or at all Dealers in France- g
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