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year, 4 great many of us for hall a year
or more {as the gold scrvice stripes bear
witness)—we can, all of us, have a great
deal more syrapathy than we ever have
had in the past for the man who speaks
of “th’ ould counthree,” “da old-a country,”
and so forth. We now know just how he
must have felt when he first arrived on
our shores, and was attacked by that
undoctorable malady of homesickness. We
get his point of view; and Ws a mighly
good thing fov all of us that we do.

“The old country””  It’s some couniry,
isn't it? And one of the things that proves
its greatness is that men who have formerly
fallkked of “tiY ould counthree” and “da
old-n country” are now to be found fight-
ing its battles on a foreign soil side by side
with the men whose anc Telped
lo seitle “Lho new > Rather it
iz nol “the ol country™ at all ; 3 it is the ever
new country, the ageless conntry, that draws
all manner of men from all manner of
races to itself, and makes them proud and
gl to chumpion iis cause, to give their
tnil and blood o that canse’s furtherance.
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YOU LITTLE GUYS

You may be litile and all that. The
whole compuny may call you “Shorty” and
may make a lot of remarks about Muti
and Jell whenever you go out walking with

a saquad mate of six fool proportions. But
Tdon't you care. You're jusi as good a

soldier as the next man, and perhaps bet-
frr. Hize isn’l everything in this game of war.
You may have scen in Jast week's issue
of your newspaper the story of a half-
vortion doughboy up front who went
through the wire with a company he didn’
lave to go in with, and skewered his three
tHung {o the Queen’s taste. You may have
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their doom right at ihe gun-muzzle, and
who shall say how many more bevond ¥
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THE MERRY MONTH O MAY

That title, a5 wo write @i, seems oui of
place in the midst of o war like this hul
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This is 2 bad My~ weat alh Proe ]
we opare a Im rensined from th Mayvy
morning breakfast=. with ~steawhe and,;
cream and all, with whieh  the good

Iadics of the parish u-ed i wefeome in the
merry month, amd o whick we used to he
permiited {o towd, i sow  of our
mothers, if we were really good and didnt
play hookey 1o go fishing 100 often during
April. Bui we can look lack ol them with
smiling reminiscence. Al ax long as we can
smile over thase memories and others, and
tackle our jobs with anather smile, it surely
is “the merry monil of May.”

“THE OLD LODN'IRY”

We started when we first heard an
American soldier use it with reforence to
the Gnited Siates; bul yet, after all, why
shouldn’t he, if he wanted 10% For it is
for him “the old country,” the one he's
left behind, the one from which he de-
rived his education and his livel ihood, the
country of his ancesiors. And there’s an
affectionate lingering over the .words that
malkes the phrasc mean o very great deal.

After having been scparated from the

liic o over and decorate some German:

-
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heard of a Jittle read-headed runt named
Julius Caesar, who conquered at one time

sabout all the connfry yor’re traveling over

ww., pifched his camps all over the island
of Great Britain, and generally raised hob
with the map of Enrope. Jule was a great
soldier, all right, and he wasi’i, a husk by

P long shot.

You know about Napoleon, “the litile
corporal,”  You know about old Grant.
who made them all sit up and take neo-
tice; he was a litde mun, too.  You know
about Lord Roberts of Kandehar—*Litile

Old Bobs.” You know, even if you He never springs:
Laven' been in the Army very long. Vil tell the world.”
about the late General “l‘whtm" h(:d \A M p A gink we like R
Funston, who was chucked out at o Wesh{? Is Dave McGee;
Paint exam heeanse he was too litigyhui p- He ntlers “Yes

? ceause he 0 [ A S ap
who went down to Cuba on his owh-un . ﬁ 12N ?\ And never “Om.” ¢S M
had the nerve 1o eal a message that \\2\:1(1 LT I A 13 Our favorite dough- e
have condemned him {o death, so ad - b Boy's Al MeGuek;

hide it; and who afterwards swam a stmdm
in the Blands with the bullets plopping

iall about him, and made lho other shore

nd drove the insurrec

Oh. 1he big guy } seg, and is g
mighty  valuable citizen, but he  hasnt
got it alll What ihe litle guy lacks in
heef bhe nhes up in nerve and  slaving

power aml bean work,  He ean hike with
the best of them, fight with the besi of
them~-lie ean hold up his end in every way.

So, if vou're one of the inmumerable
“Rhorties™ in the AJLTL den’™ worry.
You'll get there just the sune-—and maybe
sonner.

THE (‘OLD CHhVRO‘I

He was a hasky lad of 19 or there-
abouts.  He lay on ihe deck of the trans-
pori and fooked af he stars and fretted
beeanse he was going 1o a bare hospiial
cta work and there wonld be no glory in it

A week afier he had Janded, Tresh from
Bonever-le wotien enconrder with the
cubmarines, he found himsell one of fifiy
et on Qeiached duty o a new, over-
worked port hespital. That  day spinal
weningitiz had shown its ugly head in a
camp near by and two vases were isolated

fike lepers inoa barracks far off in the
\mm!ml wronnds,
1 this he task- -his first in {he

Army--io fake charge of that Jonesome,
candle-lit shack ai nighi. ITe wonld have
to du it alone because, at first, the nurses
flatly refused io cross the ihreshold where
that dread dizease was honsed,  That firsi
night, from iwilight {o dawn, it was his job
10 stand aard over the sick men and hold
the raving one in bed.

That \'igil. which ran on through the
woeks, was in the ulfermost part of the
8.0, Bui, under the new ruling, be is
entitled to wear the goldl chevron, for Wash-
ington has found how impossible it is fo
4"\.\r.1io the combatants from the non-com-
!‘;nnnis Tike the sheep from the goais. "They
have found it impossible to divide wvalor
into zones, to find any yeography in the
heroizm of war.

IT PAYS
‘Phe plenary cominission of the German
Reichsiag last week  disenssed at greal

tength the presenee of American {roops in

ssible fo extimale their exaet num-
Whereupon ihe interrogating deputy
ally exprossed his regret that the
ter eould nol give lurthm information.
news proves one thing: T'hat it pays
{o stick by the censarship rulings.  Censor-
ship, and censorship only, kept Tl desived
!\nm\lul"v from the (.mm.m minister of
war, («‘n~m~]np, amd !)w ('muplmm'e with
it by the men of the AL, and the corre-
~,pondenh serving with th( BB, resulted
in ihe inability of that oflicial to satisfy the
legislative body that was quesiioning him.

“In this incident we may read the inabil-
ity of the German intelligence burean io
estimate the number of ihe troops we have
now in Trance. In other words, our cen-
sorship has obvieusly beaten and Daflled the
Hun informers on an important item.

A series of captured or intereepled let-
ters of Ameriean soldiers, confaining in-
formation about the sivength and disposi-
tion of unils—cven a single captured or
intereepted letier from a well informed

officcr or man—would have sufliced to
give the German minisler of war the in-
ormation he sought, and which the leg-
istators demanded. Bui no such letter, or
series of letters, got through fo Germany.

Censorship nuay seem irksome ai {imes.
It may scem foolish aud unnccessnry. But
it has one elear aim in view—the keeping of
useful informaiion ont of the hands of the
enemy.  In the case eiled above, it seems
io have realized its aim. It is'up fo every

This

Tnited States—some of s for nearly a

one of us to see that the good work goes on.
)

The Listening Post

GIRLS I LEFT BEHIND
134
ELSIE

When war waged its wide dcsohuon,
Among the young ladies T kissed,

On leaving our glorious nation,
Your name fed the Inchrymose lst,

Some girls 1 forgot as 1 kised them;
Some lingered a weck——maybe (wo;

But, Elsie, I never have missed them
The way that I've hankered for you.

1 miss not your wit ner vour benputy——
You never could eliss a4 meen;

And, sticking to truth, as my duty,
You never had much of a bean.

But when you did tricks to the balter,
And Doughnuts came out of the pan,
Dear Elsie, that there was a maller
That ecalled for the utterance “Oh, man!"
They shone with a glow and a polish,
They dulled with & sugar sublime,
(I think that T used to demolish
A dozen or two at a time.)

And so when they told me to come where
The shell is commingled with shot,

1 found myself billoted Somewhere
In Franee; and J missed you a lot.

I searned for the doughnuts yvouwd fried me
Till- - Elsie, T'm not going to stall.

The truth ~whatever betide mel—
1 don’t miss your donghnuts at all,

For—though in the fmlure you bar me-—
The doughputs T'm gelting these davs

Turned out by the Salvation Army,
Jfave yours bealen seventy wiays.

|“FROM: TQ: SUBJECT:"

—By WALLGREN
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By the way, a couple of those Salvalion
Army doughnuts make you think there is a:
good deal in the “Iood Will Win the \\‘ar"f
slogan. d :

Our letter writing friends in the L-miuI!
States would do well to have their em,clmw\‘
equipped with all-weather treads. The Iast-
envelope we got had gone 4909 mxks—-—.xlmut]
1000 of them in Ty .mce—-\\xthout a puneturesy
or a blowout. 1

BLESS HIM!

A friend of all

Is Charlie Cutts;
He never asks

To save him bntts,
A guy we love

Is Joo MeGurld;

Tle never us

A corporal who has & bad eose of {ypewriter

shoek writes that he doubts whether the'

long-range gun can carry 75 miles,  “Why"

he says, “it's simply {Iunthinkable,”

USED TO BEEPF ABQUT
1"t

Having to get to work al 9 a. m,

THINGS Wi

Of all the things we have lamped in {his
country, the shelled sireets alone have aroused
in us a feeling of hom kness. Phey remind
us acuiely of Seveuth Avenue, New York.

A |

ent for & New York paper was falking
doughboy the other day. As he feft, G
bye,” he said, “remember me " N'Yawk.”
“What part of New York are you from?”
asked  the correspondent. “Forty.-second
Street?”
"1 should
soldier,
“\Where then?”
“Forty-third,”

say not,” repled the indignant,

said the focal-prideful Goth-

anmite.
A LETTER
From: The Allies.
To: W, Ilchenzollern, Germany.
Subject: Travel order,
1. Proceed plumb to hell

2, The travel directed is necessary in the
military service.
By direction of
GENERAT, Goon.

‘Things here have a way of reminding you
of things at home. Om‘ bitlet, Tor instanece,
these warm mornings isn't a bit ehillier than
the Yale Bowl or the Ilarvard Stadinm in
late November.

1T NEVER RUNS

In France the bravest thing that I've seen
1s the usual Y.M. victrola machine,
1= 0J4n.

One is impelled to pin =2 sharpshooter’s
medal on Private B, J. B's gifted chest. e
kit The Listening Post twice out of a possible
two.

FRANCE FLICKERINGS

*«*Lots of news this week in these en:
virons,

*.*5traw hats are beginning (o be seen on
the boulevards of Puris, hut most of our hoys
forbear {o rush the season and stick to the
more conservative tin derby,

A warm smll of weather
nc\t maonth,

**Quite a mm rain
it was pretty col. tf

*e*IL is pleasant to report that our Art
Department is off the sick lisi and is almost
as merry as he was when he was in the
hospital.

*»*Zome of the houses hereaboutls wonld
look betier with a new coar of paint is the
opinion of ye seriba.

*2*Charley Hindenburg, ithe wXk. night
editor of the Potsdam Offcusive, bas a little
cold. Gossip has i that Charley s suffering
from insomnia also.

PR P ’
of sorks for 3 mos. subse:
day. Come again,

**Ye seribe cenjoyed nis April
ierd.x\ afternoon.

is expected

felt rvesterday, and

— handed in a pair
iption last Wednos-

e o}

hath yes

The difference between American  and
French automobile driving is this: In Amer-
iea when your tire blows up, you say, “Good
Heavens! There goes our tire!” and in France
you say, “Iiooray! That was only the tire!”

Speaking of names, which is a habit hard
to jettisonm, B. Worthy Is a Y.AL secretary in
New York, and will soon sail for this suany,
as they call it in the fairy tales, nuation, .

“Soldiers who are married and do not state

the fact are subject to penalties,” sa; an
American dispateh to the Deaify Afail, Es-

pecially,

we surmise, if certain parties find
it out. .

The esteemed Boche should take Ham with
mustard gas, as xiy  has ggested
And then, if his commissary department is
any good, lay siege to the Sandwich Islands.

You absorlb a good deal of scientific knowl-
edge up front.

For example, what is méant by the mean

Speaking of Scventh Avenue, a correspond-, Q
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“YANK”

Special (‘mr(‘spr)nﬂ(‘nrr o)‘ THE STARS AND
NERIPES
LONDON, May 2.—There
and reason for ecalling Ay-
"Yank! say  those-wo-twitch-their-noses-at-
thessound-of-"Sammy” who have been long
enough in this comfortable part of the Great
Arena to make up their minds.
Any reliable theosaurus will show that
Yank has a rhyming aflinity with many such
waorids as

is both rhyme
c-Eflers in Burope

Bank Hank Sank
Crank Lank Swank
Prank Rank Tank

“And Yank is the name applied to us by

s England and France hefore the war, though

the French made it *Yanqui®,” said Captain

- . What is important about Caplain
s opinion in the matter is that he
has been over here, as an American observer
with General Haig, long before the first boat
toaded with American fighting men rca(’hed
these shores.

“I"m from Virginia,” continued Captam
~, “and there was a time when a Vir
m would ‘have felt he was being called a
farcigner if anyone applied 'Vank' to him.
T3ut | rather like Yank now. and when it
comes 1o A choice between Yank and Sammy,
there enn be only one answer.

“Mayhe a few batiles will evolve something
olse, hlu T'm afraid we'll siay Yanks just as
the sk fighter has remained Tommy

ank” is the unanimous vele at the hase
section here.

THE RIFLE

They said the rifie’s d')y was over, They
it there was no place for it in the age of
siant guns and gas shells and hand grenades.
It could gather Kindly dust on ile wall over
tire manicipiece, a relic of ancient wars, a
companion in limbo of the long how and the
towahawk and the fiinilock, but it would be
in the way of the modern soldier.

With their minds made up in the mud and
monotony of the trenches, they said all this
and some of us believed it, and it is well that
long ago, Geperal Pershing, talking to the
men who were then going into their first re-
hearsal of trench warfure, bade them have
faith in the old American weapon and keep
keen the markmanship in which American
soldiers would be expected to exeel

For 1he rifle has been reestablished in honor
during the historie weeks just passed. It was
always the most personal of weapons and a
soldier who could not warm up to a cannon
nor develop any sentiment whatever for a
Land pgrenade wonld grow tremendously fond
of his Springfield, which lived with him and
w a part of him. It was his own. XNow
it rests with a new confidence and a new
pride on every shoulder.

The Americans in the fighting that fol-
lowed the reeent attack launched on their
scetor northwest of Toul found chances in-
numerable 10 do devasiating work with their
rifles. It was with rifles and machine guns
that the German infantry of three armnies
swarmed out of {heir pits when the great
offensive was launched at dawn of Mareh 21,
and above all else the hattle which followed
on the plains of Pieurdy was a riflc batule
The soldiers found that the newer weapons
which might secve best in trench skirmishes
and in the muddy shell-pit fighting of months
gone by must give way during snch mobile
warfure as, late in March, held the whole
world breathless, The moen who were carried
Turt or exhausted from the thick of that bat-
{le were wide-cyed with the tidings. The
riffe had come baek into ils own.

- “A GLOO DISPELLER”

To the Edilor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

I am one of the readers of vour gloom-dis-
pelling sheel (eight sheets), and if there is
any other war sheet that ean make us laugh
line is read, I would like to sec it
there “ain’t no such competitor™ of
1 STARS AND STRIPES.

MEVER B, E{SENBERG,

—Acro Squadron.

THEY LIKE US, TOO

{From the Hartford, Conn., “Times.")
Copies of the first issue of THE STARS
AND STRIPES, the official newspaper of the
American Ixpeditionary Forces in France,
have arrived in ihis country. In size and
makeup it is a typical metropolitan news-
paper; and in its news contents it iq, if any-

temperature?

thing, more so.

¥

“SPICK-AND-SPAN-NESS”

‘By A PRIVATE

The Germans captured in the course of the
first days of the great attack that began on
March 21 were, it was noted, all equipped
with new uniforms—-all “gotien up” for
parade.”

At first thought, thal might seem like a use-
less waste of good clothing material, to put
on men that were going out fo do work that
in any cas¢ was bound to be hard on clothes
us well as men. Yot when one comes to think
it over, there was sound psychology back eof
it, 2 might good reason for so equipping
those men.

Every man in the ranks feels better and
more “fit” when he is gotten up well than
when he isn't, ¥e feels more like fighting,
he feels more like tackiing-any job ahead of
him when he knows that he is neat in appear-

ance, that he can “stack up with the best of

{them.”

Good clothes, clean clothes, well fitting
clothes, equipment well polished, arms well
looked after, shoes as neat and clean as the
mud or dusi of the region will permit-all
these things make a man think more of him-
self, make him prouder of his right to wear
and bear them.

If a man kpows he looks like a soldfer,
the chances are decidedly in favor of his act-
ing like one. That, of course, is the way all
of us want o act, IU’s the way all of us have
gob to aet if we're going to sece this job
through as it ought to be seen through.

The British Army long ago realized the
value of neatness of dress on the part of its
officers and men. 1In the field now, no matter
what the conditons, every man is required o
shave once a day, and io ¢lean his shoes-and
brasses of all the mud and slime and dust
+they may have accumulated. No matter how
justly and righteously tired a man may feel,
he has got fto cleam np. Clean up he does
then, until he is, in the words of the soldier’s
own poet, “smart as a bombardier for five
o'elock parade.” N

After he is cleaned up, hic feels all the bet-
ter for it, and is ready to “Up, Guards, and
at them!” again. Try it yoursell, and be con-
vinced.

There have been great soldiers who were
also “sloppy” soldiers, but they have been
few and far between. The reason that their
sloppiness has come down through the ages is
because of its unusnalness, heecause of iis
direct coniradiciion of the soldierly tradition.

Grant happens to have been caught in an
unguarded moment by ome Civil War his-
torian while he was clad in his old slonch
hat, muddy hip boots, and even muddier
jacket, with the inevitable cigar tucked se-
curely beiween those iron jaws. The late Gen-
eral Funston, known and loved as “Iighting
Fred,” was caught by another historian enter-
ing Vera Cruz in such a state of ddshabille
that a military observer of a friendly countiry
queried, “And who, pray tell, is the litlle
Chinaman in the slicker up at the head of the
coluran?”  Napoleon's weather-bufieted old
greateoat was notorieusly at variance with the
brilliant uniform of his dashing Guards.

But it takes a pretlty big-soldier to be able
to get away with it, and certainly not all of
us ean aspire to the titles of Grant, of Funs-
ton, of Bonaparte. On the other haud, who
ever heard of Washingion—even at Valley
Forge~—when he was not spick and span,
“cold and mighty as his name and stern as
Freedom's story?” Or who ean imagine Henry
of Navarre without his well grooined horse
and that waving plame? Or Richard Coeuar
de Lion without his inimitable kingly “just--
soness”?  Or the Black Prince? Why, the
tradition of the inmate neatness and cleanli-
nesg and orderliness of the soldier is as old
as the profession of arms itself.

Cleaning up isn't all the game, but it's a
mighty important part of the game. Ttinakes
all the rest of the game come casier, To
run the risk of overworking the old foothall
simile, why does a {rainer sece 1o it that his
men take the field for ithe second half, clad
in c¢lean neow jerseys and eanvas pants? To
buck them up? Of course, What works in
ihe zame of football will work in the game of
war.

The British Grenadiers finish up their rous-
ing song by bidding all to

", . fill & bumper, and drink a health

1o those

Who carry belts and pouches. and wear the

looped clothes.””

Instinetively, ihe spectacle of the well
cquipped, well appearing soldier rises before
the mingd's eve of the singer. That is just
as it should be. Cleanliness, we are told, is
next to godliness. ¥ven more so we may soy
that spick-snd-span-ness is not next to soldier-
liness. It is the very essence of soldierliness
itself.

AS WE KNOW THEM

THE SUPPLY SERGEANT

He's always out of overcoals, he's always out
of belts,

| He's always out of blouses, so how ecan we
hide our pelts?

He's always out of undershirts, he's
out of drawers-—

always

So he is not the candidate for much “pro-
longed applause.”
He's always out of Inces and he's always out

of pants,

No matter if a doughboy pleads and swe'xrs
and raves and rants:

He's always out of spiralg and he's .Llways out
of shoes—

To hear him talk about it sure would give 2

- saint the blues!

He's always out of license-lags, he's always
out of puits,

And il we clamor for 'em,
buneh o mutts!”™ |

The only thing he’s plenty of is hope, and,
if vou please,

That awfullest of headgear-—yes, the eap called
“Qverseas!”

it's *Git out, ye

"“THE SUN” IS BENIGNANT

(From an article by IHarry Esty Dounce
in “The Sundey Sun,” New York.

“THE STARS AND STRIPES is a healthy
young newspaper man's notion of the ideal
sheet to work on just at present, This eight
page seven column regular man's size news-
paper is about as solidly full of live and com-
pelling matter ags a newspaper ever has been
sinee BMilton or Defoc or some enterprising
Chinaman founded the Fourth Estate.

Five francs, which will buy a civilian the
paper for three months, is a dollar, But any
Lone of the first three numbers, published
February 8 and op the two Friduys follow-

ing, is a dollar's worth in ‘itself at current
rates of genuinely good reading about ihe

war. The adveriisements, of which there is
a wholesome locking acreage, are as inter-
esting as the columns they adjoin.

THE STARS AND STRIPES is a real news-
paper. The general ione, in beoth serious-
ness and frivelity, is one of ungloved vigor.
The editors don’t overstep military or other
proprieties, but they secin in no mood o cater
to any one's beautiful eyes and factitious dig-
nities. Only Marse Henry among editors at
home malkes quite as forthright use of the un-

varnished English rongue.

Phe poets are in great form. Really, as
occasionul war verse goes-—and it goes to
wenry lengths, heaven knows—rnobody writes
it much better than {he bards-in 0.D, and tin
hamlets, who sceribble their lays on the backs
of envelopes where and when they can, THE
STARS AND STRIPES, of course, gets the
pick of those in Franee, and encourages them

editorially tp do theiv—ah-iheir most
AMiltonic.
THE STARS AND STRIPES is, soberly

and literally, & wonder. Aay its circulation

never grow less!

“GOOD CHEER”

{From “The Evening Sun,” N. Y., Feb. 87.)

Good cheer is characteristic of THIE STARS
AND STRIPES, the official organ of the
Am.ex-ican Expeditionary Ioreces in Krance,
}vhmh was being examined here today with
interest. The paper is the size of the regu-
lation city newspaper and contains cight pages
and 14 columus of American, French and Eng-
lish advertisemen{s. The¢ news. of the Ameri-
can forces in France is covered thoroughly
and with an air of cheerfulness which makes
both the soldier and American citizen feel that
“‘our boys” are not surrounded by the dire
difficulties and dangers some have pictured.

The editorial page expresses this attitude
in an article headed, “To the Folks Back
Home,"” It attacks as fabrications stories pub-
Hished in American newspapers of immoral
conditions among_American soldicrs in France.

. Flgures~showing that the Amecrican
forces have the lowest record known for drink-
ing and immorality are shown.



