‘WE anticipate the regular /med of issuing the National ﬁz}e/&g‘cnccf, 0 gr'a‘e‘ the

earliest possible publicity to the

PRESIDENI’s Meflage.

WASHINGTON, Nov. 8, 1804
TR ——

This day ai 12 o’clock, the President 3f
the United Statesy by Mr. Burwell,
hhs Secrétary, delivered the following
message to both Houses of Congress.

o a—

To'the Senate and House of Representitives of
. the United States.
5

TO-u people, fellow citizens, who' sincerely
“deiro Ui happiness and prosperity. of other na-
tions; 10 those who justly ealculate that their own
el being is advanded by that of the nations with
which they have intercourse, it will be'a satisf
tion to observe that the war which was 1i
in Europe a little before our last meeting, has niot
yetextended its flames to other nations, nor been
marked by the calamities which sometimes stain
the footsteps of war. The irregularities too on the
ocean, which. generally hartass the commerce of
neutral nations, have, in distant parts, disturbed
ours less than on foriér occasions. But, in the
American seas, they have been greater from pecu-
liar causes ; and-even within our harbours and ju-
risdiction, infringements on the authority of the
taws have been committed which haie called for
Serious attention, - The  friendly eonduét of the
governments from whose officers and subjecls these
“uéts have proceeded, in other respeéls, and in
plices more under their- observation and” control,
gives us corfidence thit our representations on this
subject will have been properly regarded:

W g n the
oceanby others, those on our own part shoutd not be
omitted, nor left unprovided for. _Complaints have
“been received that” persons, residing within the
United States, have taken on themsclyes to arm
merchant vessels, and to force a commerce into
certain ports and countries, in defiance of the lavs
of those countries. That individuals should un-
dertake to wage private war, independently of the
authority of their country, cantiot be permitted in
a well ordered society. Its tendency to produce
aggression on the laws and rights of other nations,
and to endanger the peace of our own, is 50 obvi-
ous, that I doubt not you will‘adopt measures for
restraining it effcually in future.

Soon after the passage of the act of the last
session, authorising the establishment of a district
and port of entry on the waters of the Mobile, we
learnt that its object was misunderstood_on’ the
part of Spain.  Candid explanations were immedi-
atcly given, and assurances, that, reserving our
claims in that quarter as a subject of dxscn{xsmn
and arrangement with Spain, no-act was meditated
in the mean time inconsistent with the peace and
friendship existing between the two nations : and
that conformably to these intentions would be the
exeention of the law. That government had how-
ever thought proper to suspend  the ratification. of
the conyention of 1802, But the explanations
which would reach them soon after, and still more
the confirmation of them by the tenor of the instru.

“ment establishing -the port and district, may rei
sonably be expected to replace them in the dispo-
sitions and views of the whole subjeet which ori-
ginally dictated the convention.

1 have the satisiaction to inform you that the ob-.
jections which had been urged by tha government
against the validity of our title to the country of
Louisiana have been withdrawn : its exact limits
however remaining still to be settled between us.

“The altivity and success of the small. foree om.
ployed.in the Méditerradean in the early part of
the present year, the reinforcements sent into that
sea, and the energy of the officers having
command in’ the several vessels, will, I trust,
by the sullerings of war, reduce the  barba.
rians of Tripoli 10 the Aesire of peace, on proper
terms.  Great injury however ensues to oursclves
as well as.to others interested, from the distance
to which prizes must be brought for adjud
and from  the impracticability of, bfinging
such as are pot s

The Bey of Tunis having made requisitions nn-
authorised by our treaty, their rejection has pro.
duced ¥om him some expressions ‘ofs discontent,
But 10 those who expect s to caleilate whether a
compliance'with unjust demands awill, not cost us
less than a war, we miust leave 45”4 _question of
culculation for thein also, Whether: to retive {romie
unjust demands will not cost them less than a wa
We can do to each other very sunsible. injurics by
war,. But the mutual advantages of peace -make
that the best interest of both.

Peace and intercourse with the other powers o
the same coust continue on the footing on which
they are established by treaty. Y

In pursuance of the act providing for the tempo-
fary government of Louisiana, the necessaty offi

sers for the territory of Oricans were appointed in
due time tocommence the ‘exertise of their func.
tions on the 1st day of October. The distance.
however of some of them; ‘and indispensible pre-
vious arrangements, may have. retarded its com .
‘mencement in some of its parts,  The form of go-
vernment thus provided having been considerel
but as temporary, and open to such- future im-
provements as further information of the cireu
stances of our brethren there might suggest,
will of course be subject to your considerati Gn.

In the district of Louisiana it has been thought
best to adopt the division into subordinate districls
which had been establishet under its former go-
vernment. ‘These being five in number, a com-
manding officer has becn appointed to cach, accord-
ing to the provisions of the law, and so soonasthey
can be at their stations that district will also be in
its due state of organization, In the mean time
theirplaces are supplicd by the officers before con-
‘manding there, and the funttions of the goyernor
and judges of Indiana having commenced, the go-
yernment, we presume, is proceeding in its new
form. . The lead minesin that district ofier so rich
a supply of ghat mictal s to merit attention. 'The
report now eommunicated will isforn y: their
state, and of the necéssity of- immediate enquiry
into their occupation and tidles.

With the Indun tribes established within osit
newly acqaired limits, I huve deemed it necessury
to open conferences for the purpose  of establis-
ing a good understanding and neighbourly rela-
tions between us.  So faras we have yet learned,
we have reason to- belicve that their dispositions
are génerally favorable and friendly,  And, with
these dispositions on their party we have in our
own hands means whicli cannot fail s, for p
serving their peace and friendship. By pursuing
an’ umfori course of justice towards them, by
#iding them fn all the improvements which may
better their condition, and especially by establishe
ing a commeree on terms which shall be advant;
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theee hudred mudés on ihe Ohio, and near haif
that on_ the Wabashy the’ produce of the settled
cauntry- descending. thosé rivers. will mo longer
pass in review of the Tadian frontier, bt in 4 small
po:tion 5 and, ‘with the cession heretoforemute
by the Kaskaskias, sieatly consolidutes ou

sessions north of the Ohio, i & very resp
breadth from Lake Frie to the Missisippi.
Piank

: The
baving some clim to the cotnitry
ceded by the Delawares, it has been thought best
10 quict that by fair purchase alsn. So'soon ds the
treati i

ies on this subject sl & rectived their.

consiitutional sanétions, they shall be laid before
borh houses.
. The adl of Congress of February 28, 1803, for
building and employing a nunber of gun boats, is
now ina course of execution to the extent thefe
provided for, - The ob: 0 fiaval enterpiizd,
which vessels of this construdlion offer for nur sc
porttowns, their utility towards Supporting with.
i onr Wateis ihe authority, of the lwsy the prampes
ness waitowhich they will be manned by the. seds’
mea and wilitiwof she place in the moment they
are wantiag, -the facility of theif assembling from
dififrent parts of the const to ny point where they
are required in greater force thin ordinary, the €co-
nomy of their maintenance and. preservaion from
decay when not in actual -service, and dve compe:
tence of our finances t this defensive prosision
witliout :ny new burthen, are considerations which
will havedue weight with Congress in deciding onr
the éxpediency of adding to their number from year
toyear, tis expericnee shall test their utility, Gtk
allour important havbors, and agxiliary. |
means, shall be sccured against insult and opposis *
tion o the laws. #

No circumstance has arisen since your st scse
sion which calls for any augmentation of our regular
military force.  Siould any improvement occur in
the militia system, that will be dlways seasonable.

Accounts of the receipts #id expenditures of the
last year, with estimates for the ensuing one will;
s usal, be laid before yous
he state of our finances ¢ontinues to fifil onr
expectations. — Bleven millisns and an half of dol-
luzs, reccived in the course of the yeat ending on
the 30th of September last, have eabled us, alier
meeting all the ordisary expences of the. year, to
pay upwards of three millions six hundred thou-
sand dollats of the public debt, exclusive  of inter-
est.‘This payment, with those of the two preced:
ing years, hias cxtinguished upwards of twelve mil.
lious of principal; and  greater sum ol inter
within that period 3 and, by a proportionate dim
nution of interest, renders alread, nsible the ¢f:
fect of the growing sum yearly applicable to the
discharge of principel:

¢ is also ascertamed that the fevenue acerued
duiring the Jast year exceeds that of the preceding ; -
and the probable receipts of the ensuing year, may.
safely be relied on as sufficient, with the sum alrea-
dyin the Treasury, to meet ail the currént  de-
wands of the year, (o discharge upwards of three
millions and an half of the engagements  incurred
under the British aud French conyentions, and to
advancein the furiher redemption of the fanded’
debt as rapidly as had been contcmplated.

These, fellow citizens, are the principal’ mat-

fers which T have thought it necessary at this time .
) ] s

ous to them, and only not losing to @s, and so
regulated as that no. incendiaries; of cur own, or
“any other nation may_be permitted to disturb the
natural effecls of our just and friendly ofiices, we
may render ourselves so necessary to their comfort
and prosperity, that the proteétion of our citizens.
from their diSorderly members will become their
interest and their voluntary care.  Insicad there-
fore of anaugmentation of military force proporti-
oned to our extension of frontier; I propose
moderate enlargement. of the capital employed in
that commerce as a more effé@lual, economtcal and

a

“And to this is to be added that baving b

delivered the stock created in exceution of the
convention of Paris of April 30th, 1803, in consi-
deration of the cession of that country, we have
reeeived from the government of krance an ac-
knowledgement in due form of the fulfilment of that
stipulation.

With the nations of Europe in general our
friendship and intercourse are undisturbed : and
from the governments of the belligerent powers
especially, we continue to receive those friendly
manifestations which are justly due 1o an“hancst

tent

huumane instr for preserving peace and good
neighbourhood with them,

On this side the Mississippi. an imporcant . re=
Tinquishment of native title s been received from
the Delawares. “I'hat tribe, desirmg to extinguish
in their people the, spirit of bunting, and to con-
vert superflnous lands into the means of improving
what they retain, has ceded to us all the country
between the Wabash and Ohio, south of, wnd in.
cluding the road from the Rapids towerds Vi
cennes 3 for which they are to receive aunities in
animals and implements for agriculture, and in

; TPl Lol

aeutrality, and tosuch goo i with
that, as we have opporuwities of rendering.

other is importan
1ot only for its extent and icrtility, bit as, fronsing

your and atten
tion.  Some others will be laid before you in the
course of the session. But in the discharge of the
great duties_confided to you by our country, yow
will tike a broader view of the field of legislation.
‘Whether théfgreat interests of agriculture, manu-
Badtures, commerce or savigation, -can; within the
pale of your constiturional powers, be aidedin any
of their relauons ? Whethier laws are provided in
all cases where they are wanting 7 Whether those:
provided are exaclly what they should be 7 Whe.
ther any abuses take place in their administration:
o in ihat of the public revenues 2 Whether the
organization of the public. agents, or of the pity.
ic foroe is porfect in all its parts 7 Tu fine, Whtiher
any thing can be done to advance the generat
#ood 2—are_questions within the Emits of your
fun@lions, whnch will necessarily oceupy your ate
tention. In these and all other matters, which
youin your wisdom may propose for the frand of:
our ebuitry, you may count with assurance on my
hearty co-operation sud' Rithful exccution,

TH : JEEFERSON,



