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FIRST REPORT truck from the fatements of the crop in|pedted, that the price produced in fome defome food to which the attention of yous

Trom the cammittee appointed to conside
of the present high price of provisions,
nﬁ i’ Boaih: Hotse a/j Commons|
The committee appointed to confider]

of provifions,

of his majeitys

gracious fpeech from- the throne to boti|

houies of parliament, as relates thereto ; &|

alfo the feveral petitions prefented to the

houie, compluning of the high- price of
provifions ; were referred :

Have, in proceeding 1o the confid
tion of the wmportant and extenfive fub
jedt referred to them, thought it theirl
duty to dirca their atention, in the firl
inftance, to fuch meafures as might bel
propofid for ulleviating, as fpeedily s
pollible, the prefent preffure, without en-
tering, t_this momeus, into a detailed|

cnquiry refpecting the various caufes which| "™

‘may tave concurred in procuring it. Your|
committee conceive, that by 1o doing,
they fhall beft execute the intentions of
the houfe, which has already fhewn, by
its procecding, that it confiders the defi-
cicncy of the flock of grain at the com|
men

bigh price ‘which now  prevails, as_fu
ci nt inducements for adopting, without
lols of time, the molt obvious remedics.
With this view, laws have alieady been|
brought forward for encouraging the im-|
portation of grain; for empowering  his
majelly to prohibit _the exporcatian of|
every “article of provifion ; for permiteing]
the importation thereof free of duty ; for
prohibiting all _diftillation  from grain,
and the ufe of wheat in flarch ; for per-|
mitting the barley which was damage
by wet, to he made into malt, without
being flcepes during the time now. requi-
red by laws for: allowing fogar to be
ufed inftead of malt in the brewery ; and|
for lowering. the duty- upon the  imports-

confirmed in theiy)
opinion of the  propricty of this orde
of proceeding, by confidering that nomi-
nute enquiry into_the ftate of the e

without great delay £ even f
ang mode had been fuggefied
ting fuch an enquiry, which  afforded o
reafonable profpect -of fufficient accuracy
in the refult, and which would not, be|
attended with great, if not infurmounta-

ble objections in the exccution. Your
commiitee alfo fee no ground for be,

lieving. that any refult, attainable by the
mottdetailedenquiry; could lead 1o any
ractical conclufion, applicable o the  pre-
nt emergency. At the fame time, hav)
ing many docaments: before them, whic|
could be examined_ without much dela
and which, checked by the very extenfive]
information of members from. different
parts of the country, appeared likely to

cement of the late harveft, ‘and l:l;ic‘

he feveral countics, without re
heir fiae, population, or produ
or by throwing them into different cla
with 4 view to thofe important points, il
the general conclufion is not materially
affeéted.  Your committee have not had
the means of enquiry refpecting the pro-
duce of Scotland; but their information

gurd to
en

Favorable. Your committee, therefore,
think themfelves jullifid in taking this
zeneral refult, as ‘s fuficient. ground for
thofe opinions and meafures which they
propof to fubmit, without delay to the
judgcmcnl of the houfes

“There dppears upon the whole of this
information, reafon to beliese, that the
lgencral defitiericy in the crops of wheat
in England aud Wiles, below an ave-

crop, does ot amount to quite fo
inuch as one fourth 3 and that the crops
of barley and oats (thouglt by no means
uniformly good) have been very producs
tive inmany of thofe counties from which)

esoperate, experien

she principal fupply is ordinarily furiflied ;| Thi
herefore

lgree by temporary circumftances,

will
when thofe circumitances haye ceated

Iy when it
efult of allinf

have already ftated ; and when it is alfo
feen to how confiderable an_extent we
iy confidently expedt that deficiency tof
be remedied, by the double operation of]
importation and wconomy.

ljeds, your committee obferye, that with.
in twelve months, from September 20,
1799, to September 27, 1800, there have]
been imported into Great Britain no lefy
than

1,261,932 Quarters of wheat and flour,|

7,988 eley,

Onts,
r

cir|

formation that has been col-|
leted from every part of the kingdom|
tiere is no ground to fuppofe that the de-|
iciency m the crop beiow the ufual ave

s far as it reaches, is by no means lefs[rage is greater than what yonr committee|

With refpect to the tormer of thefe ob-fi

lcommittee has been direéted, and they e

toftertain confiderable hopes, that arrunge~
-|ments may be made, by which large quan:

tities of fill, and other falted provitions,
may be added to the furply of the market,
at duch reafonable rates as may afford 2
material fource of reliefi  Your committee
mean to proceed immediately in this part
oF their enquiry, and will ‘as ‘early as pof
fible fiate the refuit to the houfes
The floppage of the diftilleries in Eng-
land, at this carly feafon, will prove equi~
valent ta the importation. of at leaft
250,000 quarters of barley In Scotland,
Mated as Tikely to be productive of &
faving of the fame article to a ftill greater
: and the on of the ufe of
wheat in flarch, may fave about 40,000
rters. By thefe meafures, large quan-
titics of grain are left applicable to the
food of iany which have not in other years
been fo employed; %nd your committee
have therefore thought proper o lafs them
under the fune head with importation.

und that the produce of

e crop.
in forwing an ave
circumflances  as
harvelt  has|

fo. probuble,
rage  under
the  prefent,

fach
where the
been’ fo uncommonly various in different
diftricts, and even in different parts of the
fame dillrict, greater. weight way havel

been given to inftances of deficiency thas
to thole of abundance, and tht the produce
s more likely to be flated below than Ahove|
the trath. It is alfo very material to oblerve,
hat by all the accowits, there ix' reafon to
hink that the ‘quality of every defcription)
of grain is wipon the whole greatly faperio
to tht of the laft year; “and that ther
fore the inicrealed quantity and fuperior
quatity “of flour to be derived from
[« given quantity of grain, may be expected

lto compenfite, " in fome  degree, for the

leficiency of the produce Below the average
éftimated by the acres. The accounts of

?|che fhack in hand furnifhed by thefe returns)
Jare necearily mi i

uncertain ;  thiey are
in fome degree various ; but they do o]
upon the whole furnifh dny ground for|
duubting the prevailing opinion, confirm.
2d by the general iformation of the meme
bers who have attended your committee,|
[that the ftock of Britifh corn at the barveft
was reduced far below the ufual amount,
and was in moft places nearly, in many ab-|
lolutely exhaufted.

1Ln addition to what has been heard re-|
ipedting the produce of the crop and the|
itock in-hand, itis to be obferved, with a
view to the ftate of the markets in the tinel
which has elapfed fince the harvelt, that
ihe farmers during that period have had |
ldouble demand to fupply out of the new

ly deficient in quality, and siot_abund

dan]
in quantity, and of the late pe { thel

paliaicnt,

Tt has been ftated toyour comibittee, by
feveral of the prineipal importers of_corn|
thit the wieat of the prefent yers in i
North of Europe,-is- by all acconnts far

fuperior it quality to that ofilalt yeir ; in|

Germany. it is reprefented as_dbunduns|
aid though fome Tefs favorable accounts
of later datés have been received from

<
ther parts, yet it is flated, tha litsle relid
ance is to, be placed upon them; us they)
have ouly become lefs favobable fince thel
deicicncy of the ehop in ‘this councry ha
been a fubject of fpecotation abroad; all o
ther grain (except Ryc) has been uncom
mouly abundant in moft parts of the con-
tinent of; Europe.  The harsell in Ameri-|
ca, both of wheat and rice, has been unu]
fually plentiful. The indemnify
ing, now propofed to be “given, is conlic
Idered by thofe importers whom your comne
mittee have esansined us much more Tt
factory than that whichwas pranted in the
Haft felfion, and as likely to aiford (ill more]
fectual encouragement.

T herefeems therefore norcafon to doubt,|
s far_as depends upon the fate of thel
harvelt abroad, and the probable exertion:
of foreign and Britifh imporsers, that the
fupply may be filly equal to that of lufl
car in wheat and flour, and in oats and]
rice will confiderably exceed it ; and thay
in other articles, to Which enconragement|
may now be extended, particularly in bar
ley and Indian corn, a Targe additional
fupply may be expedted.  Asiong thee]
[your committee wills particularly t - di
eét the attention of the houfe and the
ta the article of rices The quan.

enable. them to form a general eftimatel
of the crop, your committee have thought
it right to @ themfclves of thofe ma-|
terials for tha iy 4

"Thefe documents confift of very mim
rous returns to thofe_enquirics, which
different epartinents of government have

direted to be made by the receivers of

the land tax 3 bythe various officers em-
ployed under the boards of taxes, fanip|
and excife; and. by thole amongit

clergry, to whom circular letters. for cht[(h

purpofe hd been addrefTed by the bifbops
In each diocefe, “Though-the returns arel
not_complete from every county, yet the|
omiffions upon the whole are neither nu
merous nor importants

Your committee are fenfible, that upon|

the accuracy of accounts of this_ nature,

taken feparately, no_pofitive reliance can|
be placed; or at lealt, that the weight to
be given to them, muft vary in each in
ftance,. according to the apinion entertair-
ed of the diligence and information of the
perfons by whom they are made. Vourl
committee obferve, however, that the gene-
ral refult of the returns made by each
defeription of perfons is nearly the fame 3
dhat refult is Rrongly confirmed upon the
wehole, by intarmation of members frony
almoft every partol

England, fonded upoy

py for fecd,
thus 4t a feafon when moft of their hands
vere employed in the ordinary labors o the
ield.  “The quantity of grain for feed coi]
is generally eftimated at about fix weeks|
confumption ; and the increafe of  thiy

tities of rice and of wheat, it in 4 very|
rreat proportion in favor of the formers
the qulity of this fpecies of grain is und
doubtedly excellent ; and wherever it his
been introduced, iappears ‘to- have e
hight the

to place & confiderable reliance wpon the
effcdt of the various meafures above refer-

hefred to, in § ;
Ui, ik ik ot ks gastbe ook o AR the Geneial fipihe

OF thefe, the encouragementas ficred by
pusliament for the importation of foreign
grain, is undoubtedly the moft important ;
hut, whatever expeétations may bé reafon~
ably formed, of the great extent to which
that -encouragement, combined with the
high price in this country, may carry it,
your committee think it thctr duty to fiate
their decided opinion, and endeavor 1o i

O-{prefs that opinion in the ftrongelt manner,

upon the houfe, that it would be unwife
and unfafe to plce their fole reliance upon
refources of  this defeription.  Allow g
the . probability, that the accounts be-
fore ftated refpecting the produce of the
l4ft harveft; may be ratber below than above
the truth 5 yet, the exhautted flate of the
ld ftock, and the unufually eirly period
2t which the late crop came into confur
tion, make it not only lighly advifeable,
but indifpenfably neceffary, as the moft

eétuul means of fecuring an adequate
fupply at a reafonable rate, to have re-
coutle to the greatelt economy, in every
part of the country, in the ufe of thofe.
asticles of grain, upon which the fubfift-
ence of cach refpective diftriét principélly
depends.

Your committee entertain the firongelt
expectation that a recommendation, fror
the higheft authority, pointing out the ad-
vants which would be derived, under
the prefent circumftances, from: the gere-
ral practice - of economy and” fiugality in
thof articles, conld not fail to produce ex-
tenfive and beneficial effi et In order to
ive the greateit weight and folemnity to
fuch a vecommendation, your committee
{ubmit to the houfe, whether it ‘may not
be proper to defire the concurrence of the
other houfe of parliament, in an hunible
laddrefs to bis majefly, requefting that his
majefly would be gracioufly ymlgd toiiffy
4 prociamation for this purpofe 2 The prie
of {nd! a proclamation might, undonbted-

. - H

uantity in the prelent year, from
inore land being fown with wheat than u-|
fual during o eafon particularly favorable
[(though it gives an encouraging profpect

heof futire plenty) mult have added, for

e time, to the difficulty of furnifhing
(ufficient fupplies for the market, ~and|
thercby have contributed to increafe thel
temporary diftrefs. This unufval demand|
for wheat, and other circumftances al
peculiar to the feafon, have contributed
many places to deluy the mra(h‘m.i out
Barley and Oats, and may have had a i
milar temporary effe@ onthe price of thefel
Jarticles.

Trappears to your committee, that thefc|
s ontes sasaht, b Expediad o Rave
[produced a very high price at this feafon,
feven if the Jate harveft had been abun
[dant : that the degree in which i has been)

leficient, mult naturally have added to fuck

rice, whether with or without the can
currence of any other caufes, the exi
tence and effects of which, your commit-|
ee propafe to inveftigate i;a furcher fage]
of di i

now hield out to the importation of it, will
[prabably bring into Great Britain all thi
can be fpared from every pret of Amerid
cas and confiderable: fupplies may be ex.
[pected fron our Eaft Tndian pofleifions, in
confeqiience of orders fent over land in Au.|
sult and September, and of the Tiberal
Lerms which parliament, with the concur.
rence of the Eat India company, appears
difpofed €0 grant o adventurers now fit,
ing i o tevce.

Fthe remaining flock of the preced.
ing harvell of rice in America, fome wil
arrive before Chriftimas, in_confequence
of orders already given, and the producy|
of the laft crop may ‘begin to reach thi|
Al and “the fucceeding
months. ~ The fupply from the Eaft Tndies|
vill undoubtedly be Tater, but say be ex-
peied in.part at  period of the fummen,
when it muft be eminently ufefuly and the
remainder previous. tw the timey when  tlic
barvelt of 1801, accordingly to the ordi

ht it

univerfal circulation
which might be given to-it, through the
magiltrates and clergy, in- every diftridt
o parifh s and allociations might ‘be
entered into by every defeription of per-
fons to whom it might be addrefled, for
currying it into exccution in their refpec-
tive neighborhoods. + The genersl adope
the

iy of

tion of fucha meafure, by diminifl
confumption of grain, and particula
wheat, amongft thofe who ace able to pro-
cure: other articles of foad, would leave
for the ufe of thofe who are unable to pro-
cure them, a Targe portion of what is ne-
ceffary for their fupport ; by decreafing the
demand, the price wonld probably be res
duced ; and it may well be expected, from
the patt condu of the more opulent claffes
that much of What iight be {aved by the
reduction of their awn confumpeion, would
be applied o the selief of their indigent
icighbors.

Your committee having. thus fuggefled
the means liy. which they conceive that &

o

nary courfe of things, can be b

their local enquiries,

Q. y and
correfpondences Whether tha average i

their our.
cherefore, think it may. realonably be x|

ufe.
There ate alfo other articles of whole|

t redudtion in th p <o,
and_parsicularly of wheat, may be pros
|duced by the pradlice of economy umong




