1 e ]Vaz“ional Intelligencer,

A

N D

WASHINGTON ADVERTISER.

Vor I WASHINGTON CITY, PRINTED BY SAMUEL HARRISON SMITH, NEW-JERSEY AVENUE, NEAR THE CAPITOL, No. XXVIZ.

vE DOLLS: PER ANN.

WEDNESDAY, DE!

CEMBER 31th, 1800.

Parn In Apyavcs.

Fon wne Narrowal INTELLIGENCER.

CONSIDER

TONS

On the Government of the Teartronr g
Cowvmpia.
o IV

HAVING in the preceding numbers

cuched a plan both for che general and
local government of the Territory, it will
remumin this number to add & few conf
derations addrefled to che inhabitants o
the Territory, to fatisfy their minds thal
‘his government cither would cer
ainly i the cou: e of its operazions become.,
adeguate to the management of all its con-|
cemns.

The mind mut be andlovs to the profpe-
ity of the Tercitory, that does ot it oncel
aud explicitly allow the necefiisy of a total
feparazion of it from the refpedtive
from which it was taken. = A volw
might be written to demonfirate the truth
of this affertion in every point that it e
braces : but it is conceived that a fingle]
ray of patriotic ardor for its intereft will
bring convition to every hearty and thay
thofe who do not feel its truth are actuated|
by other confiderations than a defive tol
promote the wealth, honor and advantage
which onght in the nataral courle of T
man affiirs to attend the metropolis of fof
great a country as the United States.

Wihat min attached to freedom will fuy
that the people of this Territory ought tol
be loft in the general mafs; and to bel
withou't any. participation in the Federal
Goyernment?. What coufiderate mind. will
deny that it is betterfor this purpofe tha
it fhould be placed constitutionally on thel
footing that has been propofed ; than thatl
the favor thould be difpenled partially, and
in sucia way as nat o be felty by twoin-
dividual States ?

Waere ig the man who can believe that

£

its focal interefts can better be confided to
thole (tates ; than to all the states at large,
and to itz own inhabitants 2

Ganceiving that no further reprefenta-
tons need to he made on thefe two heads,
1 thall confine myfelf principally in this|
number to one fubjet which has occurred|
o every mind; and refpedting which an|
opinion fomewhat erroncous 1ids prevailed.

t has been obvious to every perfon, on
firlt view of the fubjecty that @ police. is|
neceffary in the city of Walhington, inl
Alexandria, and in George Town. Al
cities and farge towns  require fuch a po-
Tice ; and without it none can flourith, of
alford an elegant and commodious  refi-
dence. X

But it has been generally imagined thay
a feparace and corporate body of magiftracy|
is necellary for each of thefe places, Inl
Sraming this opinion 1o regard has been
had tothe countey out of their limits, Per.
haps there has been 1 defire to abandon|
this to the flates as of 1o valie; perhaps it
was thought of 5:0 confequence to leave this
in anarchy.

Ttrult that T have ufed argruments fuffi|
clent to produce conviction on every un-

rejudiced mind, that it is contrary to the

fpiriz of the conftitution, to the letter of it,
and o the belt interefls of the Territory, tof

uapolis and Baltimore in Maryland.—)
[Without ti.is, the refources and exertions
lof the whole Tersitory never can badrawn
forth and applicd to any one object; bug
everal perts, always in_ colliion, and|
drawing two different ways, muft occafion
a fucrifice of all general to particular in

ercl
T trult that experience will d

s

[which wiil come with prefiing urgency
longs before it (hall have obtained the agel
of Loudon or Paris, will conftitute a ferics
of calls requiring unremitied  attention,
wanagement, and economy. Some of them|
in faét arc the wants of polterity; and|
ot of the prefstage.But we mull coni-
st e

| our nation, be forefeen or imagined, but|

T all undertakings it is ‘proper to bex
lgin with moderation and parfimonys The
ialary of the governor is properly charge-
able to the United States. - All officers cre-
ated by the laws of the territory ought tobe
[paid from their proper refources, The expenfe
of the executive and judicial cftablifhment
would' be fo fmall; {o little different from

hat & nunierous and refpectable legiflature
for the whole ‘Territory will entirely fuper-
the neceffivy of fepurate deliberative
bodies ; and that it will be found in it
application the woft equitable, impartialy
and effective depofitory of anthority,
the lealt expenti
I£ the Tervitory is divided, inits prefent
fituation, into five precindlsy fuch s are
defignatéd m the appendix to number 3,
with a Sheriffand Aldermen or Jultces in
each, invefled with fuch executive und ju
icial powers as the legiflature may froim|
time to time preteribe, will not every obd
ject, under the fuperis of 4

and that
ed with pain as well as pleafure, that we
arc legifating for poflerity as well as for
jourfelves ; and that the intercft of miltions|
uitborn is confided to our hands. - Jt is all
important in all afizirs to begin right, to
take a comprehentive circumtpective view,
to build the mound, to Jay aut the channel
before. the great tide rolls iny uncxpdted]
and unmanageable,

For the attainment of any fuch objedy,|
letus examine the courfe ic muft purfac
under the arrangement which has been
propofed.

A objeét of
Pee e

in one way or other is ‘now adually
attached to it, that when every thing is
confidered it would not be difficult to flew
that the quantum  of real expendisure is
in fact divminifhede :
The principal expenfe will attend the les
egiflature.  Here we muft be minute. This
body is not intended for @ fchool of clo-
lquence ; for the popular and florid ha.
rangue. Itisan affociation of men of bu-
finels, whofe time is precious to them, and
thatof their conflituents.  Prefuming that
in 4 body, whofe members would be fo
ncar each other; who would have fo fre-

legillature, be attained with eafe, effe)]
and economy

1o order to be parfeétly futisfied fet us
defeend to particuliss.

this can be done it is neceffary tof
draw a fine between fuch difburfements and|
expenditures as may properly be expected
from the federal Government 3 and uch as
ought to be properly chargeable on the in.
habitants themdelves,

The committee who reported the bill
have ot adverted to this fubject,  They]
have cut the Gordian koot of all difficultics|
y a lechargic apahy ; and a refufal to
velligate any thing. I it that they imad
gine the affuirs of this Metropolis will £l
into onder by the mere diurnal and: annual
revelutions of the earth, withont the aid|
G human § jon ; or that its inba

 therefore pro-|
chargeable on the whole inhabitants |
oritis for the particular benefitofa fartand
therefore properly chargeable on fuch parc|

hat tribunal is more proper todraw the|
line between thefe diftinctions than the les
lgiflature of the whole 2 What authority,
is more competent to apply the burden|
where it ought to be felt, with juftice, e
lquity, “impartiality and effect, than the
legiiluture of the whole ! How eafy is it
for it in the collectiondf its taxatios for
the wants of the whole tersitory, to add a
pecial affefiment for the wants of fome!

i

fparticular part.  If fome objeét is to be

carried iuto- immodiate exceution, how ea-
(3 it 18 to appoint 4 commifiioner with cx.
scutive puwers only, retaining all the deliq
h::‘i(iv: in the lepiflature 2 If a general

tants, like a flock of flocks, can be goverad
cd by foie physical instincty without th
cious aid of deason 2 Ot do they in.
ted that the refources of the Federdl Go|
vernment fidlbe lavihed for the wants of
chis Fuvorite child, the door ofits Treafury)
kept open, and its every wilh gratified on

requeft.

ever wckuowledgements we may owe for|
fuch benevolencey I truft that the inhabid
tants of the Territory will have good fen(
enough to perceive that, it is the moft fu
tal flab which can”be given to 1l »r inte
refls ; and pride enougch to feel that
botk an appeal to their poverty aud - infigH
nificance, and the feal of it forever.

This territory is poffelled at. prefent of]
refources as adequate in proportion 1o its

United States ; and if it is not oppreffed|
by 4 diftraed ineflicient government it
will foon be more. fo.  Every inhabitant
ought to pride himiclf a, this pecuniary in.]
dependence ; and to- difcourage « conflant]
application to ongre s for donations

I this latter thould be intended, what-|

own exigencies as any other part of the<h

: uid tothe powers of the fle-|
riff and aldermen thould be found peceflary,
oW eafyis it ta add 4 mayor, with execu

ladvance renders the fubject fo. plain, and|
1o clear, that further arguments may ob]
feure, bt cannot illuftrates
Before T conclude, I fhall add one  word
on two fmaller coricerns ; which it may
not be fuperfuous to advert to.
The one is the intereits of certain

tivc powers only ? T fhort. cvery flep. weon

difeuts. and confult
with their conflituents, and with one ano-
ther, on public concerns, ten - or fiftcen
days twice in the year, would be wmply
fufficicnt for their feffions, the cxpentl
could not be oppreffive. They ought to
reccive for their fervices as mich as , will
efruy the expentes of their ablence from
their families 5 but no more.

Itis prabable that if necefity required
it, the firl legiflature would ferve without
pay- Admic that it fhould - average one
thoufund dotlars in the year, this is the price
Jof acquittal from all the taxation of Vir-
inia and Maryland. - Thofe who have felc
that taxation can beft judge how cheap tie
purchife is made. Tt thould be remember-
led 00 that every burden becomes lighter, as
the population advances ; and that taxati-
on would diminifh, es to each individualy
while the expenfes of the government were
encreafing

fhall vow conclude thefe confiderati-
s« 1 have been led to o dength which
the fubject did not promife at fift 3 but
which 1 conceive js not greater than the
cafe will jullify. 1f my fentiments are
it adupled i seetamtavion of them. ok
be attended with no difudvantage to the in
habitants of that iy, for wofe -

intended.” 1fa il

[pecuniary, & lterary, inflitutionswithin thel
territory, which have been erecled by the
ftatas 3" and which may fear a fall in the
canfition from one government o uno-

wfthers

Thefe infiitus
porate bodi
 ew:
tumbi

tions are principally the cor.|
s of Alexandria and George
e binks of Alexdria and G
: the_univerfity of St. Mary:
 Library Company of Alexandria.
Wittt o ghe pwo R ¥ may bel
lobforved that all their judicial powers wil
Jof courfe be abforbed’in thie judicial. fyf:
lrem - of the territorys Their executive]
powers will probably be revived, wnder

]
charities, which cannc: fail in the end to
make every flate in the Union our cnemy.
et there are_certain expenditures pro-
perly to he expected from the Federal Go
vernment. The ereétion and kecping in
repair of the Preszidoliad, the Capitol, and
the buildings which will be neceffary for
the judiciary of the Usited States ; thel
{formation of public dock yards, and a navall
hofpical ; the ion of the great

iinproved, and. not detesiona]
ted.

With refpeft to the: Banks of Alex.
isdria did Clambidy a €onfience may be]
lemertained, without a-fhadow of appee|
henfion, ‘that their charters will not be dif
turbed: They way both-.expect <o gain
by thie change. The federal government,
land & legislature of theirown, may be ex]
pected to afford a more liberal and folid

leave a fingle. inch of it in the
of the fabes's Gt 4046 the Federal Go
vernment fhould have the fovereign exclu
sive jurifliction. :

The idew of corporations has occurred
from a conpurifon of thefe plces i
others of a fimilar kind, as Philad

ual; the improvement of the public - gar.
dens 5 the erection and prelp‘ vation of|
hnnnrlr( memorials for their diftinguied]
men of [cience, ftatesmeny generals, or ad.
mirals ; the inflitution of a national univer-
ity ; thefe and a variety of fmilur calls
which miy be imagined with more cae
than they can be d, ae un

o Baltimore ; and were the fisustion of thel
towns in the Territory in the leaft funilar]
to thofe, the idea would be natural and
enoughe
PO S . be, remembered that the
towns in the Territory are leagued in ol
common interest; which is not the cale in
other places whbere there is a difcontinuity;
and that the country is @ partaker of this
interet, - Hence for the regulation of local
matters in tory there s requifit

£

y
doubtedly the affairs of the naticn, to pro-
mote its advantage, or to gratify i3 talle |
and this territory alone ought ot to b
apprefled with the burthens

ut as. many other objedts again arc forl

advantage, o to gratify our pride. The
paving and lighting of frcets, the regula-
tou of huildings and wharses, e
tion of hofpitals and Jazarettoes, the regu-
fation of hackney coaches, the mainteninee}
f bridges and fervies, the eredtion of pri

¢
a gonrval superintending authority, fucl
g A 2

in“fome :
ous towns in the Tame fate, as Philads!

thefe and a grea|
variety of objefts, which cannot now- ir|

phia and Pisturgh in Penolylvania; An

the infincy of our metropolis, and indeec)

our uft, our. convenience, to_ promate our).

b e than the flate

The Library Company. of Alexandria,|
o™t -footaibeing whoeiod il probably]
[have the pleafure of focing. thei
followed, and the fume atcenzion
zeruture in the other parts of the Tereitory
IL thefe inflitutions ought to exthibit 5
nanly coniidence ; to betray o felffhincfs)
“They ought to embark With
the fame courage in tlio. common  caufe
[ There cannot be a doubt that time, v hof
ieps are fleady; even when they. are flow.
will reconcile all - interefls, and- eftablifh

hrmony and reciprocity.
With refpecs to the Univerfity of St.
Mary's, it may be proper to.fay littles Ar|

example

every ecpublican. government, Tt woul
e infanity in it 10 dread annihilation, rob
bery, or fpoliation. T any ahteration|
takes place relpecting it 5 it camat £l to
oe for the better, and st for the worf »

Theother point ta which T ally: ed
the expenfe of the governinent propoted

[ftitution of this kind will be foftered in]

B ﬂl,:r [
funitable, and incorgplete fyflcn is preferved,
Lihall only shave to lament the eflential
iprejudice which in my beft judgment its ins
verefls will fuftain ; but wy miod wilinot feel
 diminution of one impulfe o one exerti-
on, which an hucble and wnafpiring cici-
zen can contribute towards its welfure.
EPAMINONDAS.

Gity of Washington,
| December 23d, 1806.

APPENDIX. No. 1.
4. Gopy of sheiBill veported by the coms
mittee,
“ A bill concerniug the Diflii of Cox
< Jumb

¢ Section 1. Be it enacted by the Sen-
| ate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of
< the United States of America in Gon-
[ gres sllmbled—That che laws of the
< ftate of Virginia as the

< firlt Monday of De

< chat part of the Diftrict of Columbia
¢ whichh was ceded by the faid flate to
“ nited States, & by them accep-
< ted for the permarent fat of govern-
< ment; und that the laws of the ttate
“ of Maryland , as they exifted on the
¢ faid Kuft Monday in " December, fiall
 be and continue’ in force in that pase
€ of the fuid difirict which was ceded by
[ that flate to the United States, and
¢ by them accepted as aforefaid.
 Section 2. And be it further enagted
[“—That all-all exceutive and judici
icers, appointed by the relpeétive fiates
[« of Virginia and Khryhnd, and who
had juritdiction in or over the faid
diftridt, or any part thereof, on the faid
firft Monday in Decemb i
the tenor of the confitution and Taws
of the faid flate, fhall continue to hold
and exercife fuch jurifdiction wntil res
moved by the Trefident of the United
States; ard that the  appsintment of
all fch officers hereafter fhall be made .
in themauner defignased Ly the fecond




