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SISSTISIPII TERRITORY:

Debate concludeds

“The motion made on Frid

1y on the ofi
Sargent, the foll
ding a fpecificat

a&ts committed by him) viee % Resolved|  Mr.
b the Governor and
issippi Territory, and
“he petitianof Cato West anaatliers, here-
tofore preseited to the house, together with
all the docuents. relative thercia, be tran-
mitted to. the President of the United]
States, was taken yp andon the queltionfin

shat the laws

Fudges of the Mi

of reference,

Mr. RANDoLIY, in 4 tone of voice
which did 1ot enable us from our remotel;
Suation ditinétly to hear him, made fome
remarks on the reference of the memorial
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of thel

Miffifippi terricorys

The Sreatn (1d the quelion was osfe
{ olutions, and no

the reference of the
the memorial.

Mr. Raxvoury replicd that his obfer]
“ations had sefpected a refolution founded]

it the meviorial, and sequelied that

oot be read

The Speakr pat e aneftion whether|

it thould be ready which wa

Toule fequefted Tiaving been read ;

Mr. Rawporen agiin rofe.

tions, the truth.

guments before the houfe
o is predicated on the

Sore them.in 40 official age by

completely fublantiated.

not confider the refolutions as o
vering dubious ground, but. s wefting uod
on firm fatts ; and the gentleman from
Kentucky, who introduced thefe refolu.!
tions, ought to he contemplated s dif |
charging his. duty as a member of this
Houde, s an upright citisen, and as |

cighbour o the opprefled territory—|

iz no mifapglied. fecling exprefled|
in the refolutionss on the gontzary they
ifteadt  pro-|
pofitions. T trufl, sherefore, shat this houfe

here is no
contain little more than

Wil throw no impediment
cxamination. T truft they

ay by Mr. D
vis, o referto the committee to whont had|
been referred a memorial of the Houfe of]

j iflilippi Territo-
wingr refolution ; (conclu
. of unconflitutional laws|

emadted by the governor in conjunction|
with the judges, and of fundry_opprellive

Therrt: of the refolutions before th]
4

1 donot]

ich may not be fib
fantiated by every member from the do-lrights
fe. The il pro-|

folutiots o
citigens of the Midippi territory ;
and with refpect to the other propofitions,
which gentlewman Gy nuy passibly b true,
if they would give themfelvos the trouhle
of turning to the cade of s for the Mif|
Gifippi territory, which had beea Jaid be|

the Pre.
fident of the United States, they will find
1o charge founded o them, that is ot

(ider himfelf as the primary ol

1 o longer be infulted by the declara
w on this Hoor, that.laws offcially com-|
[inunicated may bave been palled. 1 ho

that in any event, eflectuad meafures will

the fqueamifhaeds of gendlemens
Whan this officer was appointed, thefef
charges were made and fupported, the un-
conititutional laws exifted, fill Ke was
[aemed and fortified with deftrutive power.
Sir, faid Mr. Randolp i
to blunt the fword of juftice by directing]
it againft innocewce or virtue, 1 wifh 1y
only tusned againit the eriminal, Thel
object of the refolutions is to acquit go-

t

|

entleman actually didy but mey, con|

1 hope the houfe, after what T bave faid,|

be adopted, which {hall not even wound|”

my andimpeach the flagrant violator of
his duty. And I pledge mylelfy tha inf
fuch event,  if no other member Mall, to
move his impeachricnt,
Mr. GLAInORNES
to the character given to Winthrop Sar.]
szent by the gentleman from South Caroli|
3 and when that gentleman calls him a.
miable, 1 can only tell him that fuch an o-
pinion is oppofd by the united voice of thel
weltern world.  But on this fubje@ T muf}
forbear, for with the whole part of Wt
tern America I have feelings that would

1 cannot fubferibel

from South Carolina ought to be takens
The eulprit fhould be fummoned beforg
the bar of this houfe, and he flould be ime
e

ached,
Mr. Grifwold concluded by repeatin
0 S e G el et
becaufe he was averfe o an inveftigation,
but becaufe he felt averfe to cenfure any
man for offences uninvftigated and une
proved.

Mr. Hanpeg here explained what hid
fullen from him in 4 previous part of the
debate. He had not fuidy ory if he had

hurry me into an expreflion of
which amember of this houfe fhould not
indulge.

The gentleman from South Carolina|
was ot truly informed on this fubjet, The

ernor Sargent, if innocent ; to
him, if guilty. Ts not this fair ; is it not|
ionorable 3 nd ought not this houle to
promote it ?

Hanrr. T apprebend that the
honorable member has totally miftaken)
ehe courfe of the bufincts. He was corr2@t-
ed when he rofe; but he fHll_ perfifls in
error.The prople who compliin ought tof
be heard s they will be heard ; they wil
lobtain juftice. What s the abjeét of thel

tion 2 Daes it not embrace a_firing of|

1, on whichfon i
made in_the refolutions ofered by the gen-|
tleman from Kentucky, was addrefled to
Congrefs, and net to the Prefident of thel
United States. Tt was fair to fuppofe that]
the Prefident was unacquainted with ity
contents. For hed e known them, it were|
to be hoped, that,forthe fake of vindicating
the rights of an oppreffed people, he would|
ave removed their tyrant.

The gentleman from South Carolina and|
Mallichufetts declare themfelves averfe

A ;

it had not been his defign to fay, that
refolutions were intended to tradu
charaéter of an individual, but th
fuch were their effect.  He knew nothing:
about the intention of the movers

M:. Dexnts thought the queftion th
before the houfe an improper one. For
whether adopted or rejected, it would in-
adequately exprefs the opinion of mes
bers.  On the one hand, it was contend-
led, that if agreed to it would contain a
fanétion of the truth of ferious charges
lagainft the character of a public officer
and i rejedled, it would exprels an opie
wion that thofe charges were falfe. M.
[Dennis, who was not prepared cither to
lapprove or condemn the condué of Win..

thefe
the

refolutions traducing a high public
This was the objeét of it: There was no
other objcct. IF there be another, whatl
is it ? “Tihe motion is not in the form of an
addrels to the Prefident defiring from him|
the removal of an officer who kad violated
iis duty ; but deoffers you a fring of pre-|
amblatory (igmatifing remarks, and con-|
des with divedling certain laws, alleged|
o be wnconfiitutional, to be tranfwitted
to the Prefidents  Does the Prefident wang
thefe laws ? Tshe ignorant of them ? Hadl
e not them before we received them from
him

de-wind tofintfo

the s, left
fhould give a fanlion to the charges
preferred. ~ But does the houfe fanction thel
facts et fortl in a petition by referring it 1

o they not, on the contrary, refer for]
the very purpofe of alcertaining them 7
Was not this the cafe every day? W
fiuch o refolucion or petition, on thi
cround, ever before oppofed? If it had
been, it was not fince he was a member of|
the houfe.

If the refolutions be referred, what il
be the effect ? 1€ the charges exhibited are
found to be untrue, the inveftigation will

2

At ave then by this i
[Prefident that we wifh the governar of the|
Ailifippi Tervitory pemoved ! 1t would
e more confiftent with the ideas of honof]

g

in the triumph of inn
on the other *and they are proved o bl
trie; he would proceed further, as far as
whc‘gﬂmlqﬂan from South Cﬂrq}';“i, and
ap &ive. ]

ce 5

op Sargent, hoped the houfe would
[purfue another courfe : and i, in confor-
mity to his wifhes, the refolutions then
offered Thould be difimifled, he would hims
(eI propofe a more general refolution,
for the appointment of a committee to ene
lquire into the official conduét of Win-
throp Sargent, and report to_the houfe .'f,
refult of their enquiries.  Such a refolu-
ion would convey neither approbation
?rr.m‘{nm; udis w:&n‘dbt?n:h rom u‘;
long firing of preambles which prefuc
B ety mfomn;. Thefe Sty
ainly improper ; for however gentlen
might concur in certain general dedudi
few men agreed in all points
fons affigned for any particular aét.

Mr. Citarx thought the obje@t of the
folution itfelf improper, He defired to

2

3
rea-

3 ncleman from  Virginia
2o forwarit ity and ol

fuch an addrefs, Such a wmeafiiee would
ertainly be novel ; but Ml it anight bel

Thafe wre not the pluin, fair means
purfised for the astainment of an Ao
end. The means were very different
[ They tended folely to the traduction by this|
houfe of a public officers |
The gentleman from Kentucky had call-|
ed the govemnor of the Mifliffippi Terito
iy, after heaping reproaches upon his cha
radter, a vein of the great trunk. TFhel
ailufion di ot anfwer his purpofe ; but
i it did, I will aflc the gentleman, whe-|
ther, evenif the vein were removed, thel
great trunk would not ftill_remain. ' Thel
{imile, was therefore nugatary.

"This fame queltion had been before thel
hanfe at the clofe of the laft feffion. It had
n-thep offered on the very laft day. It
had been lnid afide. The fame circumitans|
ces, then exifting, attend it fill. It is
inherently the fame.

The contents of the_refolution had gonc|
forth to the world. They had carried with|
them that weight X_m was derived from|
their having been offered by 2 member o
flthis houle. ~ They ftruck at the honor and|

=

to a committee, and that fuch copmittec]
will prefent the whole affaic bacore -the

people and tie govermnent,
The
4
i

overnment. was.called upony if it
its honor, to enquie. into theft
. o ienqeisd, | "

of & man, who to the 4ge of fifty|
s years fyllained a charater, not only)
unimpeached, but embellifhed avith _man)
virtues. Though this character may be i
naired byamare recent incidents, fince his ap|
ment tothe government of the
oo o

ey were

and if true, required immediate.and decid
five redrefs. The gentleman from Maf|
fachufetts ought to co-operate in the.ac|
complifhment of this cndy wichout involv.|
ing iu-the difeufilon confiderations of e
deralifin of which he may confider himflf
as the primary orb, and other gentlemen as

the fatellites.

Mr. Oris explained. He hadmade ol
ithicr to himfelfy or the gon]
’ hadfanda jut decifion be then made.

fuch allufion <i
tleman from Kes 0
only fpoken as of onc who  inhabited

Gatellite, weaning by that phrafe Ken-

tucky.
Mr. Raxootyi.  Tdid not affert whaol
the geadleman desics. Tdid not fay the

citory, of which Mr. Harper
was entirely ignorant, all the chargesow)
made were oppafed by the preceding ad
ot il s o
pon the whole, if a_proper plan b
el infead af fantioaig thel el
lutions by a reference of them, a commiit]
tee may be appointed, who may enguire ex-
tenfively: into the fubject ;. after reportin
tous al the information they can colleet
i genteman from Kentucky can aid |

alconduét vill be more appropriate thana
inplicd addrefs to the Prefident. ~For iff
the charges are true, we fould be loft ¢
olitical integrity, and fhould betray ou
rufls, if we did not immediately take |

er sround s if we did not proceed od homi

itutional corredtive, he me peach
finent ; and he would not only have this may
{punifhed 4s a_tyrant, but he would hold|
fforth his punifbment as a terror to others.
M. Griswoun. The remarks madd
by the gentlemen go to fhew an indifpoi-
tion in members of this houfe to inyefti
|pate the fubjeét. Thisis not the fack
We fay th Ilhn inyeftigation isin a train|
lof being made. The petition of Catol
Well, and the mémorial of the Houl
Reprefentatives of the
, have been referre i
cumftances, the fubjeét generally s before]
the committee. To o further at prefent
would, we fay, be wrong. For if we dol
refer alfo the fadts fated in_the refolu-
tions, we take it for granted that they are|
true, and refer to the committee the ex-|
pediency of adopting an _inference from|
tiem. The facts charged might be tcue,|
for any thing Mr. Gottweld kiew, Hel
knew not. whether they were true or not.
e knew nothing of Winthorp Sargent i
he was po acquaintance of his. By
Grifwold faidy he was fwayed by higher|
motives than thofe which were
e kney that the houfe had no-right to
pafs cenfure upon any man, until his con|
dut had: been-fairly inveftigated and
criminality proved. Then, and then only,
had they a vight to pronounce upon thel

charader of any man. ;
li(ﬁ:vzr before find e feen a refolution|

2,

nder thefe cir-|

had be fee
| prefaced by fuch a number of whereas’s o

only. tending to.place the charadter of this|
man upq; the r;jk- “This was s::‘oduc_
ing an old principle ; a principle, which it
B an?lho‘:ﬂ P
-ack was_brought into this houfe; not)
a5 of old to rack the body, but what was|
il worfe-to rack the mind.

Gentlemen fay the charges are either]
true or falfe s if falfe, refer them to 3|
_ommittee, and that committee will on en-|
uiry tell 'you fo, and thus you will get
"d"of them s and iF true, they ought %o
se aéted upon by this houfe. But whol
-ould depend upon their truth? Few mem|
sers had inveligated them in fuch & wav}
s to form an-honeft conviétion. If they|
Tall appear to be. truey after a fiithfu]
| nquiry, the courfe propofed by his friend

know in what part of the conflitution was
t0 be found the right to move for the dif-
miffion of & public officer, or to impofe &
cenfure upon bim ? What was the view of
the mover of the refolutions? He had
ot faud that his objec Was to_inpeahs
On the contrary, his real objeé appea

0 be, to obtain from this houfe an expref-
fion of their cenfure againft a_bigh public
lagent ; and by the expreflion of fuch cen-
ure to effect his removal. Sich a flep

the
sercife of powers which we did not pof-
efs. If the objeék of the gentleman, as
feffed, was to communicate information
lto the Prefident, this objeét could be at-
|tained by the gentleman by his withdraw-
e papers then before the houle, and
[delivering them, in the capacity of a_ pri-
ate Citizen, to the Prefident, who alone
was authorifed by the conflitution to re-
[move a public officer, except by impeach.
. )

ment.

Mr. Davis. The oppofition to thefe re-
[olutions has affumed various fhapes.. One
gentleman s f at the long preface,
e other s slared ot the mmber of Ghere,
as'5, and others fays that by referring them,
e ‘will fanction the truth of the charges.
his was not the cale, They ftand upon:
the fame footing with any petition present-
ed, which always contains fome fadts, to
teft the truth of which a reference is in
variably made. The reference amounts to

thing more than an acknowledgment by
this houfe that it is their duty to hear the
complaines of the people, and when heard
to enquireinto their truth,  Will not the
committee, when aj <o the
el Tl e
ved, and from fucha comparifon smake a
report ; and will not that report be open
o examination, revifion and amendmenty
by any member of this houfe ?

The gentleman from South. Carolina, as
was ufiial with him, had made remarks on
ihis fubjedt, without knowing where ta
begin: “and had afked if the laws com-

i had not been prefented by the
Prefident o the houfe > It was certainl
irue, that they bad been fo pmﬁ-nml
But this was faying very little for the Pre-
|ident ; when it admitted that the Pre6

i fippi ua‘@»goﬂdm improper. It involved in it

2




