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Preface

THIS INDEX to the George Washington Papers is a direct result of the wish of
the Congress and the President, as expressed by Public Law 85-147 approved
August 16, 1957, and amended by Public. Law 87-263 approved September 21,
1961, to arrange, index, and microfilm the papers of the Presidents in the
Library of Congress in order "to preserve their contents against destruction by
war or other calamity,” to make the Presidential Papers more "'readily avail-
able for study and research," and to inspire informed patriotism.
Presidents whose papers are in the Library are:

George Washington James K. Polk Chester A, Arthur
Thomas Jefferson Zachary Taylor Grover Cleveland
James Madison Franklin Pierce Benjamin Harrison
James Monroe Abraham Lincoln William McKinley
Andrew Jackson Andrew Johnson Theodore Roosevelt
Martin Van Buren Ulysses S. Grant William H, Taft
William H. Harrison James A, Garfield Woodrow Wilson
John Tyler Calvin Coolidge

The microfilm of the Washington Papers became available in 1964. Positive
copies of the film may be purchased from the Chief, Photoduplication Service.
Library of Congress, Washington, D,C. 20540. A positive print is available for
interlibrary loan through the Chief, Loan Division, Library of Congress.
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Introduction

Provenance
N August 1776, when George Washington pre-
pared to withdraw from New York City before
an expected attack by the British, he took
measures to protect the papers that had actumu-
lated at headquarters during the first year of his
command of the Continental Army.* "Ihave thought
it advisable to remove all the papers in my hands
respecting the Affairs of the States, from this
place,” he wrote John Hancock, President of the
Continental Congress. "They are all contained in a
large Box nailed up and committed to the care of
Lieutenant Colonel Reed. .. to be delivered to
Congress, in whose custody I would beg leave to
deposit them, until our Affairs shall be so circum-
stanced as to admit of their return.”* Washington
reminded Hancock of these papers soon after the
Congress had moved its meeting place from Phila~
delphia to Baltimore the following December; appar-
ently as an afterthought he asked Hancock to break
open the container and send him the letterbooks--he
had "frequent occasion to refer to 'em.‘f2 The other-
papers in the container, left with Congress, were
later moved to York, Pa. It wasfrom there, in Feb-
ruary 1779, that Washington finally reclaimed them.?
Meanwhile the papers at the Commander-in-
Chief's headquarters continued to grow in number,

* This essay was written by Mrs. Dorothy S. Eaton, Specialist in
Early American History, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress.

! Grateful acknowledgement is made to Charles Cecil Wall, resi-
dent director of the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association of the Union,
and to Frank E. Morse, Christine Meadows, and Mrs. Helen Maggs
Fede, members of his research staff, for information and for their will-
ingness to read and comment on a draft of this paper. Dr. Francis S.
Ronalds, superintendent of the Morristown National Historical Park,
and the chief historian on his staff, S. W. Penty, kindly provided in-
formation and gave assistance in connection with the writer’s use of
the rich Lloyd Wadell Smith collection and certain supplementary ma-
terials in the National Park Service records in their keeping. Mrs.
Julia B. Carroll of the National Archives was characteristically gen-
erous in sharing her knowledge of the records of the Department of
State and suggesting pertinent materials to search.

2 Washington to Hancock, August 13 and December 24, 1776, re-
spectively. In No. 152, Papers of the Continental Congress, National
Archives. The request for the letterbooks (now volumes 7-10 in Series
2 of the Washington Papers) appears only in the recipient’s copy of
the letter of December 24. Washington had instructed his overseer at

Mount Vernon, Lund Washington, to protect his earlier papers in case -

of a British raid on the estate (letter of August 20, 1775), and the pa-
pers were removed early the following year. See The Writinigs of George
Washington . . ., edited by John C. Fitzpatrick, vol. 4 (Washington,
1931), p. 446n. ’

3 See draft instructions to Lt. Col. Anthony Walton White, Febru-
ary 17, 1779. Washington Papers, Library of Congress. Manuscripts
guoted hereafter are in these papers unless otherwise noted.

and each time the headquarters location changed
they had to be packed, transported, then unpacked.
It was one of the duties of the group of "sober,
young, active, and well made" soldiers who formed
the Commander-in~Chief's Guard to see .to the
safety of the manuscripts.® No provision had been
made for keeping the quickly multiplying mass
in order, however, and Washington finally sought
help on this problem from the President of
Congress on April 4, 1781, He wrote that his
papers, ''which may be of equal public utility and
private satisfactibn" remained in loose sheets '"in
the rough manner in which they were first drawn,"
and that their unarranged state exposed them to
damage and loss and made their use inconvenient.
He asked, therefore, for authority to employ a
""Man of character'” and a "set of Writers" to work
steadily at a quiet place near his camp to arrange
and register the manuscripts. The Congress
promptly complied by a resolution of April 10,°
and Washington was able toappoint Lt. Col. Richard
Varick of New York as his recording secretary
on May 25.

The Commander-in-Chief's careful plan for the
arrangement of his Revolutionary War papers was
set down in a memorandum of instructions that
accompanied the letter of appointment. This di-
rected that the papers be grouped into six classes:

A.1. All letters to Congress, Committees of Congress, the
Board of War, Individual Members of Congress
in their public Characters and american ministers
Plenipotentiary at Foreign Courts, . .

All letters, Orders, and Instructions to Officers of
the line, of the Staff, and all other Military Charac-
ters.. .

All Letters to Governors, Presidents and other Execu-
tives of States, Civil Magistrates and Citizens of
every Denomination . , .

Letters to foreign ministers, Foreign Officers, and
subjects of Foreign Nations not in the immediate serv-
ice of America ...

Letters to Officers of every Denomination in the serv-
ice of the Enemy, and to British subjects of every
Character with the Enemy, or applying to go into
them....

Proceedings of Councils of War in the Order of their
dates,

B.2,
C.3.
D.4.

E.5.

F.6.

A seventh class, "P,"” was established later,
to consist of - Washington's private letters. The

* These qualities were mentioned in a letter from Washington to
the Commanding Officer of the Fourteenth Virginia Regiment, June 4,
1777. Photostat in the Library of Congress, reproducing original in
the Massachusetts Historical Society.

5 Journals of the Continental Congress, vol. 19 (Washington, 1912),

p. 368.



General Orders were likewise recorded in a sep-
arate series by copyists in the Adjutant General's
office,®

Varick was instructed first to setupa chronolog-
ical arrangement within each class and then to
supervise the recording, in uniform "Books of
Entries," by clerks who were sworn to be upon
their honor and to be careful of the papers. The
letters to Washington were tobe similarly grouped,
endorsed, filed in neat order, and stowed in
""proper Boxes."

At the beginning of his project, Varick took with
him from Washington's headquarters at New
Windsor, N.Y., the papers dating from 1775 to
1778, After waiting for transportation for his
precious '"Charges,” he traveled to nearby
Poughkeepsie where he established his work shop
in the home of Dr. Peter Tappan, 'an honest
Patriot" and a brother-in-law of Governor George
Clinton.” By 1782, he and his copyists had cov-
ered the existing files and from then on they were
able to deal with current documents, usually re-
ceived in weekly shipments. Washington was
sending Varick both public and private letters to
handle as late as October 2, 1783, and in a letter
of that date he cautioned that these papers con-
tained 'sentiments upon undecided points" and
that it was therefore more than ever necessary
"that there should be the strictest guard over
them, & the most perfect silence with respect
to their contents."” By the end of the year the
work had come to an end, and on the first day of
1784 Washington thanked his recording secretary
for the work he had done, writing that he was
"fully convinced that neither the present age or
posterity will consider the time & labour. ..
unprofitably spent."

The volumes of Varick transcripts which now
compose most of Series 3 of the Washington
Papers are the only reflection of Washington's
own plan for the arrangement of his Revolutionary
War correspondence, The drafts and letters he
received during that period became disarranged

6 The third volume of General Orders (for 1778) was reported miss-
ing by Jared Sparks when he examined the Washington papers at Mount
Vernon in 1827, and it was not a part of the papers sold to the Govern-
ment in 1834 or in 1849. A volume of general orders for thisyear,
which was copied in the Adjutant General’s office (in a smaller vol-
ume than those used by Varick), was acquired by the Library of Con-
gress before 1901--almost certainly with the Peter Force Library in
1867--and this is now shelved as volume 3 of the general orders
series.

7 Varick to Washington, July 19, 1781.

vi

and Varick's work on them can be seen only in
the neat dockets they bear.

Looking forward to the time his papers would
be transported to Mount Vernon, Washington
ordered from Daniel Parker of New York, on
June 18, 1783, "Six strong hair Trunks well
clasped and with good Locks." He added that he
would be glad to have on each trunk a brass or
copper label containing his name and '"the year
of each.” On November 9, when he no longer had
real need to refer to the papers, they were packed
in the trunks and loaded on wagons, and Bezaleel
Howe, lieutenant of the New Hampshire line and a
member of the Commander-in-Chief's Guard, was
placed in charge of the escort that was to take
them to Mount Vernon. ""As you know,'" Washington
wrote to Howe, '[the wagons] contain all my
Papers, which are of immense value to me."
Then the route Howe was to follow was given and
he was cautioned not to cross the ferries if the
wind was high or there was the least danger. In
Philadelphia he was to deliver the bundle con-
taining Washington's accounts as Commander-
in-Chief to Robert Morris, Superintendent of
Finance. Unfortunately, Howe's own account of
expenses for. the trip to Mount Vernon has not
been located; it is not known exactly when he
reached there with his cargo, which, even now
after segments have been removed, composes
more than half of the Library's Washington
Papers.

In 1782, and again in 1783, the Reverend William
Gordon had asked Washington's permission to use
his papers for a history of the American Revolu-
tion, Each time this permission was denied--until
such time as the Continental Congress should open
its records to historians. Washington explained
in reply to the first request: "It appears to me
impracticable for the best Historiographer living,
to write a full & correct history of the present
Revolution who has not free access to the Archives
of Congress, those of Individual States, the Papers
of the Commander in Chief, and Commanding Offi-
cers of separate departments. Mine--while the
War continues--I consider as a species of Public
property, sacred in my hands."® Similar requests
from others were received after Washington had
retired to Mount Vernon. For John Bowie, whose
request came through an old friend, Dr. James
Craik, Washington offered to open his papers on

8 Washington to Gordon, October 23, 1782.



public affairs for the period prior to his appoint-
ment to the command of the American army. °

Perhaps it was due to such requests that he
determined, but never found the time, to put all
of his papers in order. Nevertheless it was prob-
ably during this period of retirement that he re-
viewed and amended the texts in his early letter-
books of 1755 and 1758, and employed Robert
Lewis to transcribe them and other early drafts
in the amended form.'® If this was designed as
a parallel to the Varick transcripts of his later
papers, it came out a poor second; Lewis was not
an accurate copyist, and in the process many of
the unbound drafts were apparently discarded.

When Washington left Mount Vernon for New
York City in April 1789 to assume his duties as
first President of the United States, his papers for
the previous years were left at the estate. A month
after his inauguration Mathew Carey applied for
permission to select from the papers documents
relative to skirmishes, battles, and "interesting
circumstances" of the Revolution. Washington re-
plied on May 21 that "all the papers in my posses-
sion, relative to the revolution, are packed up in
trunks and boxes at Mount Vernon."

During the presidential years, Washington used
paper with a distinctive watermark, which was
manufactured for him by an unidentified paper-
maker. Examples have been located in three
different weights, for ledgers or journals, letters,
and press copies; each bears a watermark with
the name GEORGE WASHINGTON enclosed in
concentric circles. The largest circle measures
3-3/8 inches in diameter and is surmounted by
the figure of a dove on an inverted "W."” Many
recipients' copies and almost all of the press
copies of his letters for those years were written
or reproduced on this paper. The President's
correspondence with each of the Government de~
partments--State, Treasury, and War--and with
the Congress was transcribed in a separate series
of letterbooks.

At the end of his term of office, Washington
employed Tobias Lear and Bartholomew Dandridge,
who had served as his secretaries, to separate
from his papers those files which were intended
for his successor in office, John Adams, and to

9 Washington to Craik, March 25, 1784.

10 The original letterbooks of the Braddock and Bouquet expedi-
tions dre now volumes 2 and 6 of Series 2 of the wéshington Papers;
Robert Lewis’s transcripts of these and other early Washington letters
form volumes 1, 3, 4, and 5 of this series.

.brother John Augustine,

pack and send the remainder to Mount Vernon. It
was later discovered, as the result of a request
from Attorney General Charles Lee, that two
bundles containing original opinions of the Heads
of Departments were still in the possession of
the Secretary of State, who had borrowed and
failed to return them.!’? He promptly made
arrangements for their return.

Soon after he reached Mount Vernon, Wash-
ington wrote James McHenry that he planned to
erect a building on the estate "for the accommo-
dation & security of my Military Civil & private
Papers which are voluminous, and may be
interest{ing]." He then added, "yet I have not one
[building] or scarcely anything else about me that
does not require considerable repairs.*? Appar-
ently the many demands on his time and other
more pressing repairs to existing buildings pre-
vented him from carrying out this plan.*?

He also hoped to sort and arrange his papers.
When he employed Albin Rawlins of Hanover
County, Va., as a new assistant in February 1798,
one of Rawlins' duties was 'to copy and record
letters and other Papers."'* Washington was able
to make some headway on this self-imposed task
during his leisure hours, as his letters for this
period tell, but his appointment by President
Adams as the commander-in-chief of a newly
forming army in the summer of 1798, and the
heavy correspondence this entailed, finally com-
pelled him to abandon the task.

Washington died at Mount Vernon on December
14, 1799. In his will he bequeathed to his nephew
Bushrod Washington, eldest son of his favorite
"all the Papers in my
possession, which relate to my Civel [sic] and
Military Administration of the affairs of this
Country . . . [and] also, such of my private Papers
as are worth preserving.'" This nephew, who had
been appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court the
previous year, was also to receive the mansion
house and a portion of the acreage of Mount
Vernon after the death of Martha Washington,*?

1 washington to Timothy Pickering, August 4, 1797.

12 Washington to McHenry, April 3, 1797. Photostat in the Library
of Congress, reproducing original in the New York Public Library.

13 Washington’s ‘‘List of Houses -at Mount Vernon as Taken by Mr.
Dulan,’’ dated March 13, 1799, does not include a building of this de-
scription, and no evidence that one was built later has been found by
the research staff at Mount Vernon.,

14 Washington to Rawlins, February 12, 1798.

15 The original will, dated July 9, 1799,is preserved in the Court-
house of Fairfax County, Va.

vii


http:Washington.15

Tobias Lear, who had been a trusted friend and
secretary for many years and who was at Mount
Vernon when Washington died, was the first per-
son to handle the papers. According to Lear's
published journal, he spent Tuesday, December
24, 1799, "in looking over & arranging papers in
the General's Study." ¢ He had possession of
them, presumably at Mount Vernon, for about 8
months after Washington's death.1? Perhaps dur-
ing this period he removed and turned over to
Martha Washington the correspondence she and
her husband had exchanged; her granddaughter,
Martha Parke Custis Peter, told Jared Sparks
many years later that Mrs. Washington had burned
all but two letters, which were saved by accident,
"shortly after General Washington's death,"18

Although Bushrod Washington thus did not take
immediate possession of the papers--and no evi-
dence has been found to show that he actually re-
moved them from Mount Vernon before Martha
Washington's death--he must have started soon
after his uncle's death to arrange for the prep-
aration of a biography. He first approached Tobias
Lear on December 26, 1799, and proposed that
they write a biography of George Washington, in
partnership; Lear would arrange the papers and
do the preliminary work and Bushrod Washington
assist in the later stages. This apparently did not
lead to any formal agreement. There appeared
in Philadelphia, in the Tvue American for August
18, 1800, the following announcement printed over
his signature: "Having at length engaged a gentle-
man of distinguished talents to assist in writing
a History of the Life of the late General Wash-
ington, this work will be immediately com-
menced, and will be completed as expedi-

16 [ otters and Recollections of George Washington, Being Letters
to Tobias Lear and Others Between 1790 and 1799 . . . (New Yok,
1906), p. 141. According to Lear’s account of the death of Washington,
he received the following instruction just before Washington died:
“ . ... Do you arrange and record all my late military letters and pa-
pers. Arrange my accounts and settle my books, as you know more
about them than any one else, and let Mr. Rawlins finish recording
my other letters which he has begun.” Ibid., p. 133. Certain manu-
scripts had been lost or separated from the papers during Washington’s
tifetime. Among these were the papers that had been captured with
Washington’s baggage at the time of Braddock’s defeat and the holo-
graph manuscript of The Farewell Address, which Washington himself
gave to David C. Claypoole in 1796. The latter is now’in the New
York Public Library.

17 Report of a conversation with Bushrod Washington in Jared
Sparks’ journal entry for January 17, 1828, printed in The Life and
Writings of Jared Sparks, by Herbert Baxter Adams, vol. 2(Cambridge,
1893), pp. 46-47. Hereafter cited as Adams, Sparks.

18 Sparks’ journal entry for February 26, 1828. lbid, p. 47.

tiously as the nature of such an undertaking will
permit."?

The '"gentleman of distinguished talents" was
John Marshall, then Secretary of State and soon to
be appointed Chief Justice of the United States,
who optimistically thought he could complete the
biography in the winter following George Wash-
ington's death. Thomas Jefferson was among those
who were worried lest it come out in time to in-
fluence the presidential election of 1804.%° As it
turned out, the first volume did not appear until
1805 and the fifth and final volume until 1807,2*

While this biography was in preparation, and
for many years thereafter, a large part of the
Washington papers was in Richmond, where
Marshall lived and worked on them. He did not
require manuscripts for the first volume, an
introduction which barely mentioned Washington.
He received what appears to have been the first
shipment of papers late in 1803 and reported this
in a letter he wrote to his publisher, Caleb P,
Wayne of Philadelphia, on December 23, 1803:
"The trunks containing the papers relative to the
civil administration have reached me only this
week, & have not yet been opened.' He added that
he could not examine them until the following spring
after he was relieved from circuit court duties and
the session of the Supreme Court.2? By 1805, he
had received more papers, because in the intro-
duction to the first volume of the biography he
stated that "with infinite labour' he had examined
the "immensely voluminous" correspondence of
the commander~in-chief during the war. Marshall
probably never had some of the early papers;
when the first volume of Jared Sparks' edition of
Washington's writings reached him in 1834, he
told Sparks that he had never before heard of
Washington's boyhood "rules of civility.' 23

Apparently groups of the Washington papers
passed back and forth between Richmond and

19 A photostat of a Lear journal covering the years 1799-1801 is in
the William L. Clements Library. The Philadelphia announcement is
quoted in Bibliotheca Washingtoniana: A Descriptive List of the Biog-

raphies and Biographical Sketches of George Washington, by W. S. Baker
(Philadelphia, 1889), p. 21. ‘

29 press copy, Jefferson to Joel Barlow, May 3, 1802. Jefferson
Papers, Library of Congress.

21 The story of this biography, which was to prove a disappoint-
ment to Marshall from beginning to end, is told in The Life of John
Marshall, by Albert J. Beveridge, vol. 3 (Boston and New York, 1919),
chapter 5. .

22 Marshall to Wayne, December 23, 1803. Transcript in the Marshall
Papers, Library of Congress, copied from original in the Dreer Collec-
tion, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

23 Adams, Sparks, II, 285.
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Mount Vernon not only while the biography was
being prepared but later as well, Marshall first
worked slowly on corrections he hoped to in-
corporate into a revised edition; then the two
men worked, mainly between 1823 and 1825, on
what was to be a three-volume selection of Wash-
ington's letters.?* Judging from Bushrod Wash-
ington's letters during this period, the larger
part of the papers was with Marshall in Rich-
mond. The latter finally returned "six trunks &
a box" on board the schooner Jokn on August 6,
1823. He thought these contained '"all the manu-
script books & papers' in his possession, 27 but
actually he had many others until 1827, Evidently
no precautions to care for the papers were taken
in the long weeks Marshall was away from home
during court sessions; Bushrod Washington, writ-
ing to James Madison in 1819, admitted that "the
papers sent to the Chief Justice, and which are
still in Richmond, have been extensively mutilated
by rats and otherwise injured by damp as he not
long since informed me.' 26

In contrast, Judge Washington attempted to pro-
vide some care of the papers in his possession
during those years. They were stored in hisoffice,
a separate building close to the mansion house at
Mount Vernon, which had been occupied by the
white servants in George Washington's time, and
the building was covered by insurance, ??

Bushrod Washington received many calls for
the letters of given individuals and many requests
for autographs, while the papers were in his
keeping, and he was generous to a fault in com-
plying with the requests. In 1811, the Marquis
de Lafayette told Judge Washington of the loss of

24 [bid., 1, 403. Certain details are given in letters of this period
from Marshall to Bushrod Washington, in the latter’s papers, Library
of Congress. :

25 Marshall to Bushrod Washington, August 6, 1823. Lloyd W. Smith
Collection, Morristown National Historical Park, Morristown, N. J.

26 Washington to Madison, September 14, 1819. Madison Papers,
Library of Congress.

27 Repott of the librarian at Mount Vemon. This buildingis now the
office of Mr. Wall, resident director. An insurance policy covering the
office building, issued to Bushrod Washington by the Mutual Assur-
ance Society on August 18, 1803, was one of the items in the sale of
Washington relics by the American Art Association (February 6-7,
1920), and there are records of other policies of the kind in the library
at Mount Vernon. ’

If, however, James Fenimore Cooper was correct in thinking that
a page from a farming joumal (used by a Mount Vernon gardener to wrap
a bouquet for a visitor) was actually in Washington’s autograph, the
care of the papers was less than complete, See letter, Cooper to Prin-
cess Golitsyna, October 22, {1826] . Original in the Leningrad Manu-
script Collections; text printed in Library of Congress Information
Bulletin for June 5, 1961, p. 329.

his correspondence with George Washington "in
the revolutionary storms of Europe.' He asked that
his letters, and copies of Washington's letters,
be sent to him. The favor was granted. 28

Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, the widow of
Alexander Hamilton, visited Mount Vernon for a
fortnight in the summer of 1818 and asked to
borrow certain letters her husband had written
to George Washington of which she did not have
copies. Judge Washington turned over to her those
that he could find at Mount Vernon and asked John
Marshall to '"look amongst the letters in your
possess[ion] for the balance & forward them." He
later wrote apologetically to Mrs. Hamilton, when
Marshall’ did not reply, that he thought it "highly
probable that the C. J, got the papers into some
disorder whilst he was preparing the material for
the life ... and now finds it a task of no ordinary
difficulty to make a successful search through
them for any particular papers which may be
called for." ?° He was still promising James A.
Hamilton in 1822 to send the other letters as soon
as he received the remainder of the trunks from
Richmond, 3¢ The list Mrs. Hamilton supplied has
not been located, and so it is not known how many
of Hamilton's letters were lent to her. There was
some difficulty in getting them back; they were
finally returned only in 1827 when they were
urgently needed by Jared Sparks.3!

James Madison, in looking over his papers in
1818, found that he had lost or failed to retain
copies of a number of letters he had written to
George Washington and asked Judge Washington's
permission to 'fill up the chasm' from the origi-
nals. "This may be done either by letting the
papers_be copied by some good penman among the

28 | afayette to Bushrod Washington, December 15, 1811. Collection
of Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association of the Union. The more than 170
letters became part of the archives at Lafayette’s chateau of Lagrange-
Bléneau, and the Marquis allowed Jared Sparks to use them there in
1828. The letters remained at Lagrange until after World War I, when
they were sold to Mrs. John Hubbard of New Yerk, who later presented
them to Lafayette College in Easton, Pa. See The Letters of Lafayette
to Washington, 1777-1799, edited by Louis Gottschalk (New York,
1944), xxiv-xxv.

29 Drafts of Washington to Marshall, August 10, 1818; and Washington
to Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton, November 27, 1818. Microfilm copy in
Library of Congress, reproducing Bushrod Washington papers owned
by Senator Nat Washington, Seattle, Wash.

39 Ibid., draft, Washington to James A. Hamilton, March 12, 1822.

31 According to Victor Hugo Paltsits, in Washington’s Farewell
Address, Judge Washington was informed by James A. Hamilton, in a
letter of June 9, 1827 [in the New York Public Library], that he had
delivered the letters to Sparks the preceding day. Nevertheless,
Sparks, on March 24, 1830, asked Hamilton for the return of 8 manu-

scripts then in his possession. Alexander Hamilton Papers, Library
of Congress, vol. 84, pp. 13655-56. '
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clerks in Washington . . . or by forwarding through
some safe channel, the originals to be copied
here, in which case they shall be carefully re-
turned."” He added that he possessed all of the
correspondence on the other side and would gladly
furnish copies. Judge Washington first waited fora
favorable change in the weather and the dis-
appearance of a cold he had had for some time '"to
go into an outhouse where my papers are kept and
to select those you want," and he was at last able,
in the Spring of 1820, to send five original letters
to Madison.?? He was sure that many more would
be in Marshall's keeping in Richmond,

Of autograph seekers there were many.
Christopher Hughes, diplomat son-in-law of Gen.
Samuel Smith of Baltimore, Md., was one who
benefited from Judge Washington's generosity.
Hughes received in 1818, for forwarding to the
Russian Minister at Stockholm, manuscript letters
of John Marshall, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas
Jefferson, John Adams, John Jay, and George
Washington;?? and for himself he received, in
1825, Washington's diary for 1797 3% and a gather-
ing of Washington's autograph notes on a book on
husbandry, which provided the diplomat with many
a leaf to distribute among his friends.33

Hughes was a minor figure compared to the
Reverend William B, Sprague. According to Lyman
C. Draper, Sprague, who was graduated from
Yale in 1815, spent the following year as an
instructor at Woodlawn, in the family of Eleanor
Parke Custis Lewis (a granddaughter of Martha
Washington) and Lawrence Lewis (George Wash-
ington's nephew), and during this period obtained
Bushrod Washington's permission "to take what-
ever letters he might choose from Gen. Wash-
ington's voluminous correspondence, provided
only that he would leave copies in their stead."

32 Retained copy, Madison to Washington, August 28, 1819; and -

letters from Washington to Madison, January 31 and March 23, 1820.
Madison Papers, Library of Congress.

33 Draft, Washington to General von Suchtelen, August 10, 1818.
Microfilm copy, reproducingoriginal owned by Senator Nat Washington.

34 This diary, now at Mount Vernon, is mentioned in ‘“‘Washington’s
Manuscript Diaries of 1795 and 1798,”> by Roland Baughman, in The
Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America, vol. 45, 2d quarter,
1951, p. 119. Mr. Baughman also points out that the diaries of 1795
and 1798, now owned by Columbia University, were originally given
by Bushrod Washington to Robert and Margaret Adams of Philadelphia.

35 One leaf of this gathering, covered by a letter from Hughes to
Hamilton Fitzgerald (June 1, 1830), is in the Washington Papers,
Library of Congress. Another leaf is in the Morgan Library in New
York, and three leaves are in a collection of American autographs in
the Kungliga Biblioteket in Stockholm, Sweden, where Hughes served
first as secretary of legation and later as charge d’affaires.

Draper added that, as a result, Sprague 'came
into possession of some 1,500 letters, many of
which were included in the three sets of the
Signers which he completed.” 3¢ This story has
been accepted by other writers, Justin Winsor
among them, and it is a fact that Sprague wrote
from Mount Vernon in 1816 to Jared Sparks, who
had been an Exeter classmate, and sent him "a
scrap of General Washington's handwriting," 37
Nevertheless, Sparks himself is authority for the
statement that Sprague removed the manuscripts
many years later, after they were in Sparks'
hands--but, as he wrote, with Judge Washington's
permission, 38

A part of Sprague's collection went to Simon
Gratz and is now in the Gratz Collection of the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, by whose per-
mission the Library of Congress has obtained
photostatic copies of many of the letters to Wash-
ington that strayed. These are filed by date in
Series 4 of the Washington Papers and can be
distinguished from original manuscripts because
they are in negative form.

A request of a different type was directed to
Judge Washington in 1824, Jared Sparks, then
editor of the Norith Amevican Review, wrote him
on behalf of one of his former schoolmates at
Exeter, Charles Folsom, who was interested in
preparing an edition of George Washington's writ-
ings. The Judge did not offer to open the papers at
Mount Vernon, and Folsom lost interest in the
project. Sparks, on the other hand, started to as-
semble information on George Washington from
official records and the papers of his contempo-
raries, and again wrote to Bushrod Washington
on January 16, 1826, on his own behalf, incor-
porating in his letter a plan for an edition of the
Washington writings. His friend, Judge Joseph
Story, delivered this letter, but even under these
auspices the result was disappointing; Story re-
ported that John Marshall and Bushrod Washington
had already prepared a three-volume edition of
Washington's letters and that the Judge did not in-
cline to favor Sparks' project. Although the news
was "somewhat of a damper" to Sparks' zeal, as he

354n Essay on the Autographic Collections of the Signers of the
Declaration of Independence and of the Constitution, by Lyman C.
Draper (New York, 1889), p. 14.

37 Adams, Sparks, I, [389].‘

38 Jared Sparks to George Corbin Washington, September 20, 1836
(18382]. Copy in Record Group 59 [Acc. 161, Item 248, Env. 4],Na-
tional Archives.
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wrote Story in March 1826, he added that "all the
important materials may be obtained from other
quarters, though with great trouble, & my present
impression is that I shall pursue the project.
Washington's public letters and papers are the
property of the nation." After a tour through the
South that summer, Sparks again wrote to Judge
Washington, offering to halve the profits of an
edition (after deducting expenses) if he wasallowed
to examine the Washington papers. Chief Justice
Marshall, as well as Judge Story, was now a force
in swaying the decision; he advised his friend to
accept the offer, and Judge Washington finally
agreed, in January 1827.%° Sparks recorded in his
journal for January 17: "I am to have full access
to the whole [of the papers], and publish such as I
think proper ... The papers are not to be taken
from Mount Vernon, except some of them by his
consent.” On March 7, a contract was signed with
John Marshall and Bushrod Washington forming
one party, Jared Sparks the other. Exactly one
week later Sparks arrived at Mount Vernon to
survey the papers, 4° and continued this survey for
slightly more than 2 months. Bushrod Washington
was away on circuit court service during the
entire time and saw Sparks "for only an hour or
two" after returning to Mount Vernon in May.4!

In contrast to the amateur efforts of Marshall
and Washington in bandling and copying George
Washington's papers, Sparks entered into the work
with incredible energy. Within the 10 weeks he
was At Mount Vernon he notified the Judge (April
3) that he had received from Marshall '"General
Washington's letters during the French War' and
"a volume of letters for the year 1787," which
Marshall had retained by accident, and asked
Washington to have '"Hamilton's and Lafayette's
letters" returned; located, on April 17, nearly 50
original Lafayette letters '"out of place" in loose
parcels containing the volumes of General
Orders*? and, on April 28, "some new and
valuable papers ... in a large chest in a garret"”
where it was '"merely accidental” that he found

39 This is a summary of Adams, Sparks, I, 390-412. Sparks’ letter
to Story, March 14, 1826, is in the Story Papers, Library of Congress.
Marshall’s letter to Washington, December 27, 1826, is in the Bushrod
Washington Papers, Library of Congress.

40 Adams, Sparks, 11, 2, 8-11.

41 Washington to Story, May 21, 1824. Story Papers, Library of Con-
gress.

42 Sparks to Washington, April 3 and 17, 1827. Lloyd W. Smith Col-
lection, Morristown. The texts in the Sparks Papers are printed in
Adams, Sparks, 11, 14-23. :
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them;*? suggested to the Judge that, in addition to
the "Life and Writings'" for which they had con-
tracted, he also prepare a separate edition of
letters addressed to Washington; 4 solicited James
Madison's acquaintance by informing him, on
April 12, that he had found about 70 Madison
letters in the Washington papers;4> and prepared
a long description of the papers for publication. 46

Sparks was amazed at the richness and the
number of papers, and he soon realized that his
primary task of preparing an edition of Wash-
ington's writings could not be accomplished at
Mount Vernon, but that he would need copying
assistance and a good library nearby. He there-
fore directed a long letter to Judge Washington,
on April 1%, in which he stated the problems,
asked for permission to take a large part of the
papers to Boston, and elaborated his plans for
their care.*” Hoping for approval--he received
it in a letter of April 29--he then doubled his
efforts to assemble and select the papers he would
need. By May 18, he was able to write to Joseph
Story that the papers he proposed to remove to
Boston were ''assorted and arranged . . . and with
one hour's work more" would be packed. '"Thus,
Sir," he continued, ''you see what a little perse-
verance on my part, and a good deal of kind
assistance on yours have effected. I trust you
will not be disappointed in the results at a future
day."“s

Actually Sparks finished packing the papers at
Mount Vernon on May 22. They were in eight large
boxes, six of which, filled with letterbooks and
volumes of Varick transcripts, were shipped from
Alexandria to Boston; the other two, which con-
tained "the most valuable papers''--miscellaneous
original papers, including a '"free selection" of
letters addressed to Washington--Sparks carried
with him, He made stops to do research in several
locations in Maryland and in Philadelphia and
New York, and reached Boston on June 10. The

43 Sparks’ journal entry for April 28, 1827, which included a de-
scription of the papers he thus located, is printed in ibid, II, 39-40.

44 1bid, 1, 13.

*S Sparks to Madison, April 12, 1827. Madison Papers, Library of
Congress.

46 Sparks’ description of the Washington papers, written in the
form of two letters, May 4 and 7, 1827, to Judge Story, was printed in
the issues for May 19 and 27, 1827, of the National Intelligencer.

47 Sparks to Washington, April 17, 1827. As mentioned in note 42,
this letter is in the Lloyd W. Smith Collection, where it is part of a
large group of letters comprising the Washington family side of the
correspondence with Jared Spatks.

48 Sparks to Story, May 18, 1827. Story Papers, Library of Congress.



papers that had been shipped arrived safely a few
days later.

Even before he reached his destination, Sparks
decided that he should have all of the letters
addressed to Washington, and he wrote to Judge
Washington about them on June 4. The latter left
in his papers a memorandum that "On the 13th
June 1827...1 put on board the schooner
Alexandria for Boston a large box containing the
residue of theletters to Genl Washington.'*® Sparks
notified the Judge on August 14 that the papers
had arrived, and that he had insured them in the
Judge's name for $10,000. A further group was
taken from Mount Vernon by Sparks when he visited
there on February 27, 1828; these consisted of
Washington's private journals and diaries,>°

The letters to Washington were in loose bundles,
filed alphabetically by the names of the writers,
when they came into Sparks' hands.’' Within a few
weeks after he had received them, he assembled
the John Marshall letters and sent them by stage
coach to Judge Story, then in Salem, to assist him
in an article he was writing for the Novth Ameri-
can Review. "I do not suppose it would be advisable
to quote any of them in form," Sparks wrote, "but
the facts may be used freely without reference to
the source whence they come." He asked Story to
preserve them with great care; he held them only
in trust.’? He also assembled and packed James
Madison's letters, late in 1827, and entrusted the
parcel to Col. Samuel A, Storrow of Culpeper, Va.,
who was visiting in Boston, for delivery to Madison.
Although Madison promptly had copies made of
those missing from his files, he held the originals
to hand to Sparks during a visit the latter made to
Montpelier in April 1830. 73

In March 1828, Sparks sailed for Europe to
examine and copy material he needed for the
several writing and editorial projects he had
undertaken. Before he left, he had the Washington
papers 'put up in chests, and deposited in the
safety vault of an insurance office." One may

49 Adams, Sparks, 1I, 44-45. The Bushrod Washington memorandum
is included in the group of his papers owned by Senator Nat Washington,
as is also Sparks’ detailed, signed memorandum of the papers he re-
moved from Mount Vernon in May 1827.

50 Spatks to Washington, August 14, 1827, and March 12, 1828, re-
spectively. Both are in the Lloyd W. Smith Collection, Morristown.

51 Sparks to Washington, September 7, 1829. Ibid.

52 gparks to Story, August 6, 1827. Story Papers, Library of Con-
gress. )

53 See Madison to Sparks, April 8, 1830, and Sparks to Madison,
May 5, 1830. Madison Papers, Library of Congress.
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wonder whether he first removed some autographs
from them. In the preceding months he had col-
lected Washington autograph letters from Timothy
Pickering and James A. Hamilton and had tried,
unsuccessfully, to obtain examples from James
Madison; these he proposed to distribute to public
libraries and other institutions in Europe, where
he felt that they would be preserved with care and
to "much better purpose than in the hands of
individuals,' %4

Soon after Sparks returned to Boston in 1829,
he started to examine the Washington papers in
detail, and he soon sought, and received, Bushrod
Washington's permission to rearrange the letters
addressed to George Washington in a chronological
order.’ The work of rearrangement was accom-
plished in the early months of 1830 by the Reverend
Doctor Thaddeus M. Harris, in Dorchester, and,
after the letters had been bound (in 107 volumes),
Dr. Harris was asked to index them.*®

On November 26, 1829, before Jared Sparks
had made any substantial progress toward his
edition of the Washington writings, Judge Bushrod
Washington died. In his will, "All the papers and
letter books" and many of the printed books which
had been devised to him by General Washington
were bequeathed to his nephew George Corbin
Washington, a lawyer, agriculturalist, and Mem-
ber of Congress from Maryland. Some time in the
following spring the new owner of the papers
moved those that had remained in his uncle's

54 Sparks to Madison, December 29, 1827, and Febmary 27, 1828;
and Madison to Sparks, January 25, 1828. Ibid. Among Washington
holograph fragments known to have been distributed by Sparks as me-
mentos are leaves from a 73-page manuscript which was apparently
intended for use (but not used) as Washington’s first inaugural ad-
dress. For the text of leaves known to have survived, and an exchange
of letters between Sparks and Madison in regard to the manuscript,
see ““The Discarded Inaugural Address of G. Washington,’’ by Nathaniel
E. Stein, in Manuscripts, vol. X, no. 2 (Spring 1958), 2-17, and ‘“Two
New Letters,” by Ralph Ketcham and Nathaniel E. Stein, in ibid.,
vol. XI, no. 2 (Spring 1949), 54ff. The earlier issue also contains
(page 5) a facsimile of a letter from Sparks to William Lee, May 10,
1856, in which he states that ‘‘collectors have long ago exhausted

.my stock [ of Washington autograph letters],”

55 Sparks’ letter requesting the permission (September 7) and a re-
tained copy of Washington’s reply (September 28) are in the Lloyd W.
Smith Collection, Morristown. In the latter, Judge Washington wrote
that he was then ‘‘engaged in erecting fire proof building’ for the
purpose of insuring the safety of the papers on their return to Mount
Vernon.

56 Adams, Sparks, 1, 275, 306-8. In 1842, Sparks offered to sell
the index to the Department of State for what he had paid Dr. Harmis.
It was acquired by the Department and is now part of the Washington
Collection in the Library of Congtess. The page numbers to be seen
on letters to Washington were placed there by Dr. Harris.
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possession from Mount Vernon to his office in
Georgetown, D.C.%”

Sparks continued his work on the edition, first
in Boston, and then, when the time came to begin
sending manuscript to the printer, in Cambridge.® 8
His principal advisers were Samuel A, Eliot, a
friend who gave much-needed financial assistance,
and Charles Folsom (the friend in whose behalf
Sparks had originally written to Judge Washington),
who saw the work through the press. Itis unneces-
sary to refer- here to Sparks' editorial practices,
about which so much has been written, except to
point out that even his longtime friend Joseph
Story feared that "antiquarians and devout ad-
mirers of Washington' would object to the changes
of wording that were made "'merely to express the
thought more appropriately.' 39

Officers of the Government had from time to
time been allowed to consult the Washington
papers--mainly the military returns--at Mount
Vernon, and they continued with greater frequency
to seek this privilege from George Corbin Wash-
ington. Finally, on December 10, 1833, Secretary
of State Louis McLane wrote to Washington that
he was ''desirous of rendering as complete as

possible the Archives of the United States" and

asked if the latter would consent to deposit the
papers in the Department of State. In Washington's
reply, on January 3, he first emphasized the ex-
tent and importance of the papers, then agreed to
transfer his title to all but those papers which were
"of a private nature, or which it would be obviously
improper to make public'" for a sum that would
be mutually satisfactory. He referred to Sparks'
publication, which he understood--too optimis-
tically--was then nearly through the press, and
agreed that delivery of .the papers could be made
"'as soon as practicable, after the publicationabove

T — 4

57 The original willof Bushrod Washington is filed in the courthouse
of Fairfax County, Va., John A. Washington, one of the executors of
the estate, notified Sparks in a letterwritten at Mount Vernon on April
4, 1831, that George Corbin Washington had ‘‘removed [the military
books]. . . together with all the other papers from this place to George
Town twelve months since.’”” Draft in Lloyd W. Smith Collection,
Morristown. '

58 When Sparks first took the papers to Bostonhe waslivingat 74
Washington Street. After his return from Europe he lived for a time in
Dr. Walter Channing’s house on Tremont Street and laterat 3 Somerset
Court. In April 1833 he moved to the Craigie house in Cambridge and
noted in his journal: ‘It is a singular circumstance that, while I am
engaged in preparing for the press the letters of General Washington
which he wrote at Cambridge after taking-command of the American
army, I should occupy the same rooms that he did at that time.”
Adams, Sparks, 11, 277.

59 Ibid., 1, 268, 282-83.

alluded to." ¢® The Secretary sought an appropria-
tion from Congress the following month.

The question was referred to the Committee of
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representatives;
the committee, through Edward Everett, was fur-
nished with a description of the papers by Jared
Sparks; and a bill to enable the Secretary of State
to purchase ''the manuscript papers and a portion
of the printed books of General George Washing-
ton," for $25,000, was taken up by the House on
June 26, 1834. In the course of debate on the bill,
Representative Job Pierson of New York moved
to raise the purchase price to $35,000, and he
was supported by Representative Richard Henry
Wilde of Georgia, who pointed out that the Wash-
ington papers contained the only surviving copies
of lists of all officers of the American Army who
held their commissions at the time the Army was
disbanded. Duplicate copies had been destroyed
when the War Office was burned in 1800, and by
reference to the lists in the Washington papers,
the Government had already ''saved to itself a
large proportion of the money asked for these
manuscripts.” The amendment was nevertheless
defeated; the bill as submitted was passed by the
House on June 28 and was approved by the Senate
on June 30, 1834, %}

The papers covered by the bill were turned over
to the Department of State in several steps. Early
in the summer of 1834, George Corbin Washington
delivered the public papers that were then in his
possession,®? These consisted largely of the mili-
tary returns which the Government had found so
valuable and drafts of Washington's own letters.
During a visit to Cambridge in August, he re-
ceived 10 volumes of Army returns from Jared
Sparks and promptly turned them over to the De-
partment. In November, Sparks himself sent ""sev-
eral first drvafts of Washington's Letters, which
belong to the collection already in the Dept. of
State' and urged that one of them (Washington's
famous reply to Col. Lewis Nicola), being "curious,"

50 A retained copy of McLane’s letter and the recipient’s copy of
Washington’s letter are in a folder of papers relating to purchase of
the Washington papers in Record Group 59 (Acc. 161, Item 248, Env.
4), National Archives.

61 Statutes at Large, IV, 712. The text of Sparks’ letter of March 3,
1834, is printed in Adams, Sparks, I, 302-3. Discussion prior to the
vote on the bill for purchase is in Gales & Seaton’s Register of De-
Bates in Congress, vol. X, part IV, 4781-82.

62 Hig list of ‘“Papers in my office in George Town to be delivered
at the State Dept.”’ is printed in Some Account of George Washington’s
Library and Manuscript Records and Their Dispersion from Mount Ver-
non . .., by Joseph Meredith Toner (Washington, 1894), pp. 86-87.

xiii


http:possession.62
http:support.ed
http:Cambridge.58

should be carefully preserved. %3 In April of the
following year Colonel Washington found a few
manuscripts relating to public transactions
among the "3 or 4 bundles'" of private papers he
had retained, and he sent these to the Secretary
of State, 84

That officer was obliged to wait for the rest.
Sparks had letterbooks, Varick transcripts, and
the long series of original letters addressed to
Washington at his home in Cambridge when the
bill for purchase was approved, and there he sought
to keep -them until he had finished his work. Only
5 of the 12 volumes of his edition of Washington's
writings had been published. By relying on the
terms of the contract he had made with Bushrod
Washington and John Marshall in 1827 and sup-
ported by letters Joseph Story and Edward Everett
wrote on his behalf to the Secretary of State,
Sparks was able to win a stay in the transfer. A
contract between the Department of State and
Colonel Washington on August 22, 1834, provided
that the remainder of the papers would be handed
over not later than the close of the next session
of Congress (March 3, 1835), One-fifth of the
purchase price was withheld until the transfer was
completed. Apparently a further delay was won
later, for it was not until October 11, 1836, that
Colonel Washington could turn over 188 volumes
and a bundle of lists of appointments and claim
that he had finally fulfilled the terms of the con-
tract. He had delivered "every paper and manu-
script” devised to him by Judge Washington in
any wise connected with Genl. Washington's public
life from 1754 to 1799." He had gone to Boston
to bring the final segment with him by steamboat
and railroad so that they could be given greater
security,53

63 George Corbin Washington to John Forsyth, October 11, 1836;
Jared Sparks to Forsyth, August 11 and September 22, 1834; and
Spatks to Asbury Dickins, November 10, 1834. Record Group 59,
National Archives.

64 Washington to Forsyth, April 28, 1835. Ibid.

65 The letters and contract mentioned here, and a policy-of the

The Department of State, meanwhile, had em-
ployed Peter Force--then at the beginning of his
work of compiling material for the Amevican
Avchives--to examine and arrange the unbound
papers that were part of the first segment re-
ceived from George Corbin Washington. By Septem-
ber 23, 1834, Force was able to inform the Secre-
tary of State that these papers, mainly military
returns, had been arranged as nearly as possible
by subject and, within each class, in chronological
order. They were ready to be bound in 37 volumes.
He added that he had also found a number of letters
addressed to Washington, which probably belonged
to the bound volumes then in Sparks' possession;
these he had laid aside for later attention. There
were, in addition, several bundles of papers that
related "to the present government," which he
could, if so instructed, "put up with those of the
Revolution.'®® No further instructions to him
have been located.

After receipt of the last segment from Colonel
Washington in 1836, the Department proceeded to
examine its holdings and check them for com-
pleteness against the volumes of Sparks' edition
of Washington's writings., Certain papers, pre-
suniably missing, were reported by the Depart-
ment's William A, Weaver to the Secretary of State
in mid-1838, and the latter got in touch with Colonel
Washington. The list included the third volume in
the series of orderly books;®” the early journals
and papers from Washington's boyhood to 1754;
two volumes of his letters and invoices, 1758-75;
and several hundred original letters which had
been removed from the bound volumes and copies
substituted. 68

Colonel Washington, in reply,®? reminded Secre-
tary John Forsyth that he had expressly reserved
from the deposit papers "of a private nature, or
which it would be obviously improper to make
public." Those he had retained were of this char-
acter and were contained "in a small drawer."
He had withheld "the correspondence between

American Insurance Company of Boston, insuring the withheld pape}é“\ 66 Peter Force to John Forsyth, September 23, 1834. Force Papets

against fire for $10,000, are also in the record group cited above. On
January 8, 1835, Edward Everett introduced a joint resolution that
Congress authorize the Secretary of State to pay Colonel Washington
the balance of the purchase price, but this was defeated the ‘following
day by a vote of 101 to 87. Gales & Seaton’s Register of Debates in
Congress, vol. XI, part 1, 966. Neither of Sparks’ editions drawn from
the Washington papers was completed at this time. His edition of The
Writings of George Washington . . ., in 12 volumes, was completed in
1837; and his Correspondence of the American Revolution; Being
Letters of Eminerit Men to George Washington . . ., was published in
4 volumes in 1853.

Library of Congress. The letter is printed in J.M. Toner, op.-cit.,
pp- 89-90. .

67 See ante;-note 6.

68 Wwilliam A, Weaver to John Forsyth, May 10, 1838. Peter Force
Papers, Library of Congress.

69 Washington to Forsyth, December 24, 1838. Record Group 59,
National Archives. For the letters Washington exchanged in 1797-98
with “John Langhorne’’ and John Nicholas, see The Writings. of
George Washington . . ., edited by John C. Fitzpatrick, vol. 36 (Wash-
ington, 1941), pp. 52-53, 81.
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Genl. Washington and John Nicholson [sic], in
relation to an anonymous letter addressed to the
former over the signature of John Langhorne,”
‘because he considered that it deeply implicated
the conduct of "a distinguished individual of that
time,' and he had not been aware that Sparks had
published any portion of it. (He submitted this
correspondence for inspection by the Secretary,
to be retained or returned as that officer deemed
proper.) Washington considered that Sparks' use
of and publicity given to certain of the private
papers did not affect his rights in the few papers
he had expressly reserved. As to the orderly book,
it had been reported missing while the paperswere
owned by Bushrod Washington; and he was not
aware that any original papers had been taken
from the bound volumes except those described
by Sparks, in a letter of which he enclosed a copy,
as having been removed by Dr. Sprague with Judge
Washington's permission.”®

Finally, in 1849, the Department of State, with
Colonel Washington's approval, proposed that the
Government buy the remaining papers in his
possession. A clause providing for their purchase,
for $20,000, was inserted into the general appro-
priation bill, which was approved on March 3,
1849, 7}

While the Washington papers were in the custody
of the Department of State they were used by
various persons from time to time. William A,
Weaver transcribed the first two volumes of gen-
eral orders for Peter Force in 1838.7% In mid-
century, John Church Hamilton examined the papers
while he was preparing his seven-volume edition of
The Wovks of Alexander Hamillon and six-volume
History of the Republic, and he is credited with
having transferred to the Hamilton papers, which
were also in the Department at that time, the
recipient's copies of certain letters Hamilton had
written to Washington.”? Historians who were
allowed access to the papers later in the century

70 See ante, note 38.

71 Statutes at Large, IX, 370. A schedule of the papers, which con-
sisted principally of school copybooks, early letterbooks, ledgers,
and diaries, is in Record Group 59, National Archives, and the text
is printed in Toner, op. cit., pp. 93-95.

72 Weaver’s bill for $276.82, presented and paid on September 15,
1838, is in the Force Papers, Library of Congress.

73 Letters of this description found in the Hamilton Papers in the

Library of Congress have recently been restored to the Library’s
Washington Papers and a record kept of each manuscript thus moved.
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included Moncure D, Conway and Worthington C.
Ford, 74

Much more extensive use was contemplated.
President Grover Cleveland, on April 12, 1888,
transmitted to Congress and commended for
favorable attention a letter of April 10 from
Secretary of State Thomas F. Bayard, in which
a plan for publishing all of the important collec-
tions of historical manuscripts then deposited in
the Department of State was outlined. Accompany-
ing the outline were a copy of a circular letter
Bayard had sent to and the replies he had re-
ceived from some 40 historians and public figures,
who heartily endorsed the plan. As a sample of
what was proposed, Bayard also sent printed texts
of all the Washington papers dated from June 15
to August 4, 1775; letters and memoranda by and
addressed to Washington were included as wereall
papers they had enclosed, and the variousversions
of a given communication were cited. The first
footnote is followed by the initials "W, C, F."--
evidently Worthington C. Ford had been asked to
edit the specimen pages.”’? The following year saw
the publication of the first volumes of Ford's edi-
tion of The Writings of Geovge Washington.

Between 1889 and 1892 the Congressappropriated
$14,000 for the restoration, mounting, and binding
of manuscripts in the Department. The first to be
treated were the Continental Congress papers.
These were followed by the papers of Madison,
Monroe, and Washington.’® Before this time, and
perhaps many years before, some 800 manu-
scripts-~drafts or retained copies of Washington
letters as well as letters addressed to him, mainly
by Government officers while he was President-~
had lost their identity as Washington papers and
had become part of the miscellaneous letters
series in the Department's records. It may be that

‘these manuscripts were in the bundles which Peter

74 A number of applicants were denied access to manuscripts in
the Department, and Congress was asked to investigate charges of
favoritism to certain writers. The Committee on the Library submitted
a report in this regard on February 15, 1893, which was printed as
House Report no. 2510 (52nd Cong., 2d. Sess.).

75 Senate Exec. Doc. no. 142 (50th Cong., 1st. Sess.). The printed
texts of Washington papers occupy 96 pages.

76 “The Repair of Documents - American Beginnings,”’ by James L.
Gear, in The American Archivist, vol. 26, no. 4 (October 1963), p. 470.
A “‘List Indicating Arrangement of the Washington Papers’’ is printed
in Bulletin of the Bureau of Rolls and Library of the Department of
State, no. 3( Washington, 1894), pp. 5-21.



Force set aside in 1834 for later attention,”” The
Department had also extractedfrom the Washington
papers and other groups of Presidential papers
in its keeping and had formed into a separate bound
series the correspondence exchanged between the
Presidents and the Commissioners of the District
of Columbia.”®

In November 1894, in accordance with Acts of
Congress of 1892 and 1894, the Department trans-
ferred to the Record and Pension Office of the War
Department all the military records in its custody,
including the '"Army returns'' that Washington had
used in camp and retained in his papers7? and
that Peter Force had arranged in 1834. Although
the original manuscripts no longer form a unit in
the records of the War Department, individual
items can be traced to the Washington papers by
reference to the transcripts of the series, which
were made for Peter Force and acquired by the
Library of Congress when it purchased the Force
library in 1867,

Under authority of an Act of Congress of Feb-
ruary 25, 1903, and following an Executive Order
of March 9, 1903, the Department of State trans-
ferred the papers of George Washington to the
Library of Congress on June 29, 1904. Three
letterbooks were retained; these contain a record
of Washington's correspondence with the. De-
partment.%°

Some of the many manuscripts that became sep-
arated over the years from the main body of
Washington papers have already been noted. It
may be well at this point to refer to others of the
kind. There is evidence that certain private papers
of Washington were distributed among members of
the Washington family, who later gave them away
or sold them. There must have been considerable
pressure brought to bear on these owners by auto-
graph seekers. In 1857, George Washington Parke
Custis sent John Pickett of Warrenton, Va., a

77 These manuscripts are individually described in Calendar of the
Miscellaneous Letters Received by the Department of State. From the
Organization of the Government to 1820 (Washington, 1897). This
calendar was marked ‘‘Confidential.--For Exclusive Use of the De-
partment of State.’?

7% The items in this series (transferred to the Library of Congress
by the Department of State in 1922) are gradually being restored to
the groups of which they were once part.

79 Preliminary Inventory of the War Department Collection of Revo-
lutionary War Records (Record Group 93), compiled by Mabel E.
Deutrich, pp. 1-2.

80 Negative photostats of these letterbooks have been substituted
for the originals. These are volumes 28, 29, and 30 in Series 2 of the
Washington Papers.

"Relic" taken from the accounts George Wash-
ington had kept of the estates of Custis' father
and grandfather. He wrote: "I am now cutting up
fragments from old letters & accounts, some of
1760 ... to supply the call for Any thing that
beavs the imprvess of his venevated hand. One of
my correspondents says send me only the dot of
an i or the cross of a t, made by his hand, & I will
be content."8 Mrs. John Washington of Mount
Vernon gave Washington's diary for 1762 to James
K. Paulding; now owned by his descendants, it is
on deposit in the Library of Congress. In the last
quarter of the 19th century a number of Washington
papers were sold at auction by members of the
family and eventually became part of large private
collections or the holdings of historical societies
and libraries. 82

Among these papers, press copies of 236 Wash-
ington letters (June 1792-December 1799) and an
original notebook kept by Washington in 1757 were
purchased by the New York Public Library in 1895
and 1919, respectively. 3 In addition to Washington
papers in its Gratz collection, the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania has a household account
book for 1793-97 and Washington's pocket diary
for 1796, and the Detroit Public Library has his
diary for 1789-90; the Henry E, Huntington Library
has a survey field book, a "pocket-day-book," and
a number of letters addressed to Washington; the
Lloyd W. Smith Collection, now in the Morristown
National Historical Park, includes Washington's
Ledgers "C" and "G," accounts of the Mount
Vernon mansion house and other farms for 1797-
99, and numerous other Washington papers. Finally,
the Library of Congress acquired with the Peter
Force library, in 1867, Washington's diary for
1787; his letterbook for 1775-76 (now volume 9 of
Series 2 of the Washington Papers); the volume
of General Orders for 1778, which is mentioned
earlier; and a number of letters addressed to
Washington. 84 A portion of the letterpress copies

81 Custis to Pickett, April 17, 1857. Collection of the Mount Vernon
Ladies’ Association of the Union.

82 Among auctions involving the sale of Washington papers by mem-
bers of the family were those held by M. Thomas & Sons of Philadel-
phia in 1876-79; by Thomas Birch’s Sons of Philadelphia on Decem-
ber, 10-12, 1890, and April 21-23, and December 15-16, 1891; by the
Anderson Galleries in New York on April 19, 1917; and by the Ameri-
can Art Association in New York on February 6-7, 1920.

83 Bulletin of the New York Public Library, vol. 1, p. 208, and vol.
23, pp. 87-88.

84 These are described in A Calendar of Washington Manuscripts in
the Library of Congress, compiled under the direction of Herbert
Friedenwald (Washington, 1901).
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now in Series 4 was received with the Joseph
Meredith Toner Collection between 1882 and
1896,

To this nucleus were added the main body of
Washington papers acquired in 1904, the series
of applications for office during Washington's ad-
mistration, transferred by the Department of
State in 1909, and, in the same year, from the
Treasury Department, Washington's accounts and
vouchers for the Revolutionary War period. The
papers were kept in the arrangement in which
they were received until about 1920, and during
the interval the Library published guides to the
papers dated prior to June 1775 and to the papers
that had been included in classes A and B of the
Varick arrangement. #3

The drafts, press copies, the contents of two
letter and invoice books, memoranda, and vouch-
ers were combined with the letters and documents
addressed or referred to Washington in one
chronologically arranged series in about 1920,
This is the basis for the present Series 4 of the
Washington Papers, although in their recent re-
organization the vouchers and the reconstituted
letter and invoice books have become part of
Series 5.

In the late 1920's and 1930's, the Library in-
tensified its longtime effort to assemble photo-
copies of Washington manuscripts in other institu-
tions and in private hands in order to supplement
the Washington Papers, and cooperated closely
with John C. Fitzpatrick, the editor for the
United States George Washington Bicentennial Com-
mission of The Wrilings of Geovge Washington
From the Oviginal Manuscvipt Souvces, 1745-
1799, which was published by authority of Con-
gress, in 39 volumes, between 1931 and 1944.
The supplementary photocopy material acquired
during those years does not appear on the micro-
film but may be consulted in the Library's Manu-
script Division.

As part of the Library's program to ensure the
safety of its most valuable manuscripts during
World War II, certain miscellaneous volumes of
the Washington Papers were given special protec-
tion in the city of Washington while the bulk was
sent to the Alderman Library of the University of

85 Liist of the Washington Manuscripts from the Year 1592 to 1775,
prepared by John C. Fitzpatrick (Washington, 1919); Calendar of the
Correspondence of George Washington Commander in Chief of the Con-
tinental Army with the Continental Congress, prepared by John C.
Fitzpatrick (Washington, 1906); and Calendar of the Correspondence of
George Washington Commander in Chief of the Continental Army with
the Officers, prepared by John C. Fitzpatrick, 4 vols. (Washington,
1915).
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Virginia for storage. The papers were brought
together again in 1944, when the material which
had been evacuated from Washington was returned
under the direction of Alvin W, Kremer, then
Keeper of the Collections.

The Washington Papers, which now number
64,786, were studied and the arrangement per-
fected during the period 1960-63. A microfilm
that reproduces them in this arrangement was
released in 1964. A description of the Washington
Papers appears in the National Union Calalog of
Manuscript Collections, 1962, published by the
Library of Congress in 1964.

Description Of The Papers

The George Washington Papersarein seven series:

Series 1. Exercise Books and Diaries. 1741-99.
43 volumes.
Subsevies A. Exercise books. 1741-47/8.
3 volumes.

One volume of "Form of Writing," con-
taining transcripts by Washington and
"Rules of Civility." Two volumes of school
copybooks.

Subseries B, Diaries. 1748-99. 36 volumes.
Washington's record of his activities,
weather observations, and memoranda on
agriculture and other subjects. Chron-
ologically arranged.

Subseries C. Surveys. 1749-52. 4 volumes.
Notes and records of surveys and land
entries. Chronologically arranged.

Series 2. Letterbooks. 1754-99. 41 volumes.
Mainly copies of Washington's correspondence.
Chronologically arranged within groups with
some overlapping dates.

Volumes 1-24. General correspondence,
1754-97.

Volumes 25-27, Congress, 1789-97,

Volumes 28-30. The Department of State,
1789-96.

Volumes 31-34. The Department of the
Treasury, 1789-96.

Volumes 35-37. The Department of War,
1789-96.

Volumes 38-40. Civic, fraternal, and reli-
gious groups, 1789-97.

Volume 41, "Journal of the Proceedings
of the President,' 1793-179%."

Series 3, Varick Transcripts., 1775-83. 44 vol-
umes.

Transcripts of Washington's Revolutionary



War correspondence in the following sub-
series, each chronologically arranged:
Subservies A, Continental Congress. 7 vol-
umes.
Subseries B, Continental and State military
personnel, 16 volumes.
Subseries C. Civil officials and citizens.
5 volumes.
Subseries D, Foreign officers and subjects
of foreign nations. 2 volumes,
Subseries E, Enemy officers and British
subjects. 1 volume.
Subsevies F, Continental Army Council
proceedings. 3 volumes.
Subseries G, General Orders. 7 volumes.
Subseries H. (Originally P) Personal cor-
respondence. 3 volumes.

Series 4. General Correspondence.

298 volumes.
Letters sent and received by Washington,
drafts of letters, military returns, and other
documents. Chronologically arranged and
alphabetized, within the day, by names of
correspondents.

Sevies 5. Financial Papers.

tainers.
Accounts and financial records of Mount
Vernon, Colonial Virginia militia, Washington's
Revolutionary War expenses, and Society of the
Cincinnati traveling expenses. Chronologically
arranged,

Series 6. Military Papers. 1755-98. 26 con-
tainers. Chronologically arranged within three
subseries.

Subseries A. 1755-83. 8 containers.
Mainly orderly books and cther military
records relating to the Colonial Virginia
militia and the Revolutionary Army, in-
cluding records of enemy deserters and
Continental Army officers' commissions,

Subseries B, Captured British orderly
books. 1777-78. 8 volumes.

Subsevies C. Miscellaneous military rec-
ords. 1769-98, 12 containers.

1697-1799.

1750-96. 34 con-

Sundry records relating to the Revolu-

tionary War and later period, including
account books, 1777-79, of the Quarter-
master of Yorktown, proceedings of a
trial held by the British in New York,
1782, and records compiled by several
unknown soldiers.
Sevies 7. Applications. 1789-96. 32 volumes.
Applications for office during the administra-

tions of Washington, Arranged alphabetically
by names of applicants. A list is attached.
Sevies 8. Miscellaneous Papers, ca. 1775-99.
16 containers. Rough chronological arrange-
ment within groups.
Subseries A. Recipients' copies of some
Washington letters. 1 container,
Subseries B, Certificates of Washington's
degrees and honors., 2 containers.
Subseries C. Surveys. 1 container.
Subseries D. Notes, extracts, and forms.
12 containers,

The user is cautioned that the publication of
the contents of this microfilm may be construed
as constituting a violations of literary rights.
These rights derive from the principle of common
law that the writer of an unpublished letter or
other manuscript has the sole right to publish the
contents thereof, unless he affirmatively parts
with the right; the right descends to his legal
heirs regardless of the ownership of the physical
manuscript itself. It is the responsibility of an
author or his publisher to secure the permission
of the owner of literary property rights in un-
published writings.

SERIES 7

Applications for Office

The following persons or subject groupings are
found in this series beginning in the volume and on
the page indicated:

Abercrombie James vVvip 1
Adams Daniel Vip 2
Adams John ViPpP 3
Adlum John V1P 5
Alexander William V1P 6
All Isaac V1iPp 13
Allen Paul V1iP15
Allen William vVvip2l
Allibone William Vip 22
Anderson Benjamin V1P 24
Anderson James V1iP26
Anderson Joseph V1P 30
Andrews Robert V1P5b7
Anonymous V1P59
Appleton Nathaniel V1P 62
Appleton Thomas V1Pp 64
Archer Edward V1P 68
Armstrong James F V1iPpe69

xviii



Bankson John
Banning Robert
Barbier ---
Barclay Thomas
Bard John
Barlow Joel
Barnes David L
Barney Joshua
Barnwell Robert
Barrett Nathaniel
Barrett Samuel
Bartlett Benjamin
Barton William
Baudin ¥
Bauman Sebastian
Bayard John
Baynton George
Baynton Peter
Beatty John

Beck John
Bedinger Daniel
Bee Joseph

Bee Thomas
Beebee Samuel
Beers Nathan
Bell Andrew
Belli John
Bellini Charles
Benezet Daniel
Bennett Caleb P
Benton William
Berrien John
Bickner Henry W
Biddle Clement
Bingham Stephen
Biscoe George
Blagge John
Blake James
Bland Theodorick

Bloodworth Timothy

Bloomfield Joseph
Blount William
Booth James
Bounetheau Peter
Bourne Benjamin
Bourne Silvanus
Bowdoin James
Bowdoin Preston
Bowen Jabez
Bowen Oliver
Bowen Thomas B
Bowles Ralph H
Bradford Samuel
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Bradford William
Bradford William
Bradley Philip B
Braxton Corbin
Brearley David
Brent Daniel
Brent Robert
Brewster Caleb
Brice James
Bright Francis
Brodhead Daniel

Brodie William Douglas

Bromfield ---
Brooke Francis
Brooks Benjamin
Brooks Ebenzer
Brooks John
Brooks Samuel
Broom Jacob
Brough Robert
Brown Charles
Brownson Nathan
Brush Ebenezer
Buchanan George
Buchanan William
Burn James
Burnley Zachariah
Burrall Charles
Burrall Jonathan
Bush George

Bush Solomon
Butler Pierce
Cabot Francis
Caldwell Samuel
Calhoun James
Callaway James
Campbell Arthur
Campbell David
Campbell John
Carberry Henry
Carey John
Carlile John
Carmick George W
Carridine Thomas
Carrington Edward
Carroll Daniel
Carter Charles
Carter Eliza
Carter John

Cary Miles

Cass Johnathan
Cebra James
Channing Walker
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Chase Samuel
Chesley John
Chesley Robert
Chilton Charles
Chipman Nathaniel
Christie G
Church Edward
Church John
Churchman John
Claiborne Frederick Leigh
Claiborne Richard
Claiborne William
Clark Howson
Clark John

Clark Joseph
Clark Robert
Clarkson David M
Clarkson Kemble
Clarkson L
Clarkson Matthew
Clay Joseph Jr
Claypoole John
Clifford RG C
Clymer George
Cochran Charles B
Cochran John
Cochran Robert
Cockle John
Coffyn Francis
Collings Robert
Collins --~
Collins James
Collins John
Condy Thomas H
Connolly John
Contee Alexander
Conway John
Cook David

Cooke William
Cooper Henry
Cooper Samuel
Coor James
Cornell George
Coulter John
Cowper John

Coxe Tench
Cozzens Matthew
Craig James
Craik George
Crane Joseph
Crary Archibald
Crocker Nathan
Crooke Robert
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Croxall Charles
Culnan John
Cumming John N
Cutting Nathaniel
Dalby Philip
Dallam Richard
Dalton Tristram
Dashiell Benjamin
Daves John

Davey Alexander Wooddrop
Davidson John
Davies Samuel
Davies William
Davis Ebenezer
Davis George
Davis William
Dawson John
Dayton Elias B
Dayton Jonathan
Deare Jonathan
Delaire Thomas
Delany Sharp
Delaware

Delius Arnold
Delius Frederick
Delozier Daniel
Dempster Hugh
Denning William
Dennis Patrick
Denny Robert
Devereaux Burrill
Dexter John Singer
Dodge Samuel
Domenico Gaetano Drago Di
Donald Alexander
Donaldson Joseph
Dorsey Thomas E
Downes Philemon
Drayton Stephen
Duff Thomas
Dufouer Henry
Dunham Aaron
Dunn Cary

Dunn James

Dunn Samuel
Dunscomb Andrew
Duntzfelt C W
Dyer Eliphalet
Edwards Pierpont
Edwards Thomas
Eichelberger Martin
Ellery William
Ellicott Andrew
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‘Ellingwood Benjamin
Elliot Benjamin
Elmer Jonathan
Emmerson Arthur
Engle Archibald
Ennals Andrew Skinner
Ewing James
Falconer Nathaniel
Faris Hyram
Farrington Thomas
Fatham William
Febiger Christian
Feliechy Philip
Fenwick Joseph
Few William

Finney David
Finnie William
Fish Nicholas
Fishbourn Benjamin
Fisher Hendrick
Fitch Jabez G
Fitzgerald John
Fitzsimons Thomas
Flannery Matthew
Flint Royal

Folger Frederick
Ford David

Forman David
Forman Ezekiel
Forrest Uriah -
Forster George
Forsyth John
Fosdick Nathaniel ¥
Fosdick Thomas
Foster Theodore
Franks David S

Franklin William Temple

Fraunces Andrew G
Freeman Thomas
Furnival Alexander
Gaines Daniel
Galloway Benjamin
Galt John Minson
Galt William
Gassaway John
Gatewood Philemon
Gebhard John Gabriel
Gerry Elbridge
Gerry Samuel Russell
Gibbon James

Gibbs Caleb

Gibert Boissieu De
Gilder Reuben

N2ty
V10
V1o
V10
\2%Y

V1o

V10
Vi1l
Vil
Vil
vaT
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vi1
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vi1
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vii
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
Vil
vi2
vi2
vi2
vi2
V12
V12
V12
vi2
vi2
V12
vi2
V12
vi2

34
36
37
39
41
42
52

10
16
19
26
30
31
38
39
47
48
52
53
54
55
59
63
70
72
75
82
84
87
89
91
93
P104
P117
P119
P124
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Giles Aquila
Gilman Joseph
Gist Mordecai
Glen John

Glover John

Goetz Gustavus F
Goffigan Laban
Goforth William
Goodhue Benjamin
Goodrich Elizur
Gorham Nathaniel
Gorham Sturgis
Graff John
Graham John
Graves William
Gray Vincent
Graybell Jacob
Grayson John
Grayson Spence
Grayson William
Greene Peleg
Greene Peter
Greenleaf James
Greenman Jeremiah
Greenway Joseph
Greer Arthur
Gregorie John
Griffin Cyrus
Griffin John
Griffin Samuel
Guarenau John
Gunby John

Hague John

Hale Mordecai
Hall Clement

Hall George Abbott
Hall John

Hall John

Hall Josias Carvil
Hall Stephen
Halling Solomon
Halsted John
Hamilton Alexander
Hamilton John
Hannah Nicholas
Hanson Samuel
Hardenbergh Abraham
Hardy Joseph
Hardy William
Harris David
Harris Richard
Harrison Benjamin
Harrison Richard
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vi2
vi2
V12
Vi2
V12
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V13
V13
V13
Vi3
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V14
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Hart Abijah
Harwood Benjamin
Harwood Thomas
Hawkins Benjamin
Hay M M

Hazard Ebenezer
Hazelwood John
Heath William
Henderson Thomas
Hendricks James
Henley David
Henley Samuel
Henshaw Samuel
Heron William
Heth William
Hickling Thomas
Higgins Jesse
Higginson Stephen
Hill Aaron

Hill william H
Hillary Christopher
Hillegas Michael
Hills John
Hitchcock Samuel
Hobby John

Hodge Michael
Hogan Edmund
Hollingsworth Zebulon
Holmes Isaac
Holmes James
Hooper Stephen
Hoops Adam
Hopewell James
Hopkins Daniel
Hopkins John
Hopkins John
Hopkinson Francis
Houstoun John
Howe Bezaleel
Howell David
Howell John
Howell Joseph Jr
Howland Benjamin
Hubbard Thomas G
Hubley Bernard Jr
Huger Daniel Lionel
Huger Isaac
Hughes Thomas
Hull William
Hunter Dalziel
Hurd John

Imlay William
Iredell James

Vi4 P 73
Vi4a P 74
V14 P 78
Vi4 P 79
Vi4 P 82
Vi4 P 83
vi4 P 87
Vi4 P 89
Vi4 P 91
V14 P 94
Vi4 P 99
Vi4 P101
Vi P 1
Vis P 6
Vis P 7
V15 P 13
V15 P 16
V15 P 26
V15 P 28
vi5 P 29
V15 P 30
V15 P 31
Vi5 P 32
V15 P 34
Vi5 P 36
V15 P 42
V15 P 43
V15 P 46
V15 P 51
V15 P 57
V15 P 59
V15 P 60
Vi5 P 64
V15 P 66
Vvi5 P 68
Vi5 P 70
V15 P 72
Vi5 P 74
Vi5 P 76
Vi5 P 79
V15 P 77
V15 P 89
Vi5 P 90
V15 P 92
V15 P 94
Vvi5 P 98
V15 P 99
V15 P100
V15 P102
V15 P106
V15 P107
Vie P 1
vVie P 7
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Irwin Thomas
Jackson David
Jackson James
Jackson Jonathan
Jackson William
James James
Jaquett Peter
Jarvis Leonard
Jasper Samuel
Jay Frederick
Jenkins John
Jocelin Amaziah

Johannet Samuel Cooper

Johnston James
Johnston John Waller
Jones David

Jones Edward
Jones John Courts
Joy Benjamin

Judd William

Keais Nathaniel
Kean John

Keeports George P.
Keith Israel

Kelly Thomas
Kelso James

Kelso Robert
Kenney Richard
Kilty John

Kimball Hazen

King John

King Miles
Kirkpatrick William
Kirwan John
Klauman C C De
Lamb John

Lane Benjamin
Langdon John
Langdon Woodbury
Langham Elias
Larreguy John
Lasher John
Latimer Henry
Laurance John
Lawrence Jonathan
Lawrence Jonathan Jr
Lawrence Joseph
Leaming Thomas Jr
Lear Tobias
Ledyard Benjamin
Lee Arthur

Lee Charles

Lee Henry
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Lee Richard Bland
Lee Thomas Jr
Leffingwell Christopher
Lehre Thomas

Le Motte James
L'Enfant Pierre
Lenny Jacob
Lenox David
Leslie Robert
Levan Isaac

Levy Rachel
Lewis George
Lewis William

Lima Jose Elcutero Barbozade

Lincoln Benjamin
Lindsay William

Lingan James McCubbin

Littell Eliakim
Littlefield William
Livingston Henry B
Livingston John
Livingston John R
Livingston John W
Livingston Peter B
Livingston Robert
Livingston Walter
Livingston William Jr
Lothrop Elisha
Lott Abraham
Lovell James
Lowell John
Lowrey John
Lowrey Thomas
Ludlow Israel
Lutterloh Henry
Lutz Nicholas

Lyle John

Lyman Samuel
Lynch John

Lynn David

Lynn John
McAllister Matthew
McCallmont James
MecCarthy William
McCaskey Alexander
McComb Eleazer
McCormick Henry
McCrea John'
McCrea William A
McDaniel William
McDowell John
McElroy Herbert
McFadon James

V17
vi7
\2Yi
V17
v20
V10
\2Y%}
\2Y%i
V17
V17
\2¥i
V17
V17
V17
V17
V17
viq
V17
Vit
Vit
V17
V17
Vi1
V17
\2Y}
Vit
V17
V18
Vis
V18
V18
V18
V18
V18
V18
V18
vis
V18
V18
Vis
V18
V19
V19
V19
V19
V19
V19
vig
V19
V19
V19
vi9
V19
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MacGregore James
McHenry James
McIntosh Lachlan
McKean Thomas
McLane Allen
McLane Daniel
MacPherson William
McRea James M
McRea Robert
McRea William
Magruder Allen B
Malcom Henry
Maltbie Jonathan
Mandeville David
Marchant Henry
Mark Philip
Marshall Elihu
Martin Alexander
Martin Joseph
Martin Robert
Massachusetts
Mathieu John S M
Matthews Joseph
Matthews William
Maury James
Maxwell Simons
Mayer Jacob

Mayo Ebenezer
Mease John
Melvill Thomas
Mentges Francis
Mercier John D
Mercier William
Meredith Samuel E
Meriwether Thomas
Merrill Hezekiah
Merryman Joshua
Meyer J

Mifflin Benjamin
Miller John

Miller Samuel
Milligan Jacob
Milligan James
Milnor William
Minns William
Mitchell John
Moffat --~
Montgomery Alexander
Montgomery James
Montgomery John
Montgomery Robert
Mooney Laurence
Moore Alexander

V19
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Vig
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Vi9
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Moore John Spotswood
Moore Stephen
Moore Thomas L
Moriarty John
Morphy Michael
Morris Lewis R
Morris Richard
Morris William W
Morrow David
Morse Samuel B
Mortimer John
Morton Joseph
Motte Abraham
Moylan John
Moylan Stephen
Muhlenberg Frederick A
Muhlenberg Peter
Muir John
Mulligan Francis
Mumford William
Munson William
Muse Hudson
Muse Lawrence
Nash Travers
Nathan Simon
Neilson John
Nelson Hugh
Neville Joseph
Nichols Francis
Nichols Francis
Nichols William
Nicholson Benjamin
Nicholson Samuel Jr
Nickolls James B
Nicola Lewis
Nicols Jeremiah
North Carolina
North William
Norton George F
Nourse Joseph
O'Brien Michael Morgan
Ogden Mathias
Oliphant David
Olney George
Olney Jeremiah
Olyphant David
Orne Joshua

Otis Joseph

Otis Samuel A
Otis Samuel A Jr
Ottis Harrison G
Owen Daniel

Page John
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42
44
45
46
47
50
52
55
57
61
62
65
67
73
76
79
80
81
82
86
92
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xxiv

Pariset Nicholas
Parke John

Parker Copeland
Parker John
Parker John
Parker Joseph
Parker Josiah
Parsons Theophelus
Parsons William Walter
Partridge George
Patton John

Pauly Lewis

Payan --~

Payne Michael
Peachey William
Peale Charles Wilson
Peck William
Peery William
Pendleton Edmund
Pendleton Nathaniel
Pendleton Philip
Pentecost Dorsey
Perry William
Peters Richard
Pettit Charles
Pfeiffer George
Phile Frederick
Phillips Benjamin H
Phillips Joseph
Phillips Nathaniel
Pickering John
Pickering Timothy
Pierce William
Pike Nicolas

Pike William
Pinckney ---
Pinckney Charles
Pintard John Marsden
Pintard Lewis
Pitfield Benjamin
Platt Jeremiah
Pomeroy Ralph
Poole Joseph

Pope Edward
Porter Andrew
Porter David
Posey Thomas
Potts Richard
Powell William
Prentis William
Preston William
Proctor Thomas
Puglia James

Va2
Va2
va2
V22
Va2
v22
V22
V22
V22
Va2
V22
V22
V22
Va2
V22
va2
V22
V22
Va2
Va2
V22
V22
V22
V22
V22
Va2
V22
va2
V22
V22
V22
V22
vas3
vas3
Va3
V23
Va3
V23
Va3

V23

V23
v23
Va3
Va3
vas
v23
va3
Va3
V23
Va3
Va3
v23
Va3
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Purviance John H
Purviance Robert
Putnam Benjamin
Putnam Henry
Putnam Rufus
Ramos Manoel Perevia
Ramsey Nathaniel
Randall Paul Richard
Randolph David Mann
Randolph Edmund
Randolph Nathaniel F
Rapalje Garret

Read James

Read James

Read John Jr

Reily William
Remsen Henry
Revere Paul

Reyman GC F
Reynolds William
Rhea Jonathan

Rhode Island

Rhodes Joseph W
Rhodes Zachariah
Rice John

Rice John
Richardson Joseph
Richardson William
Richmond Christopher
Rickard William
Riddick Lemuel
Ridout Thomas
Roach Isaac

Roane Christopher
Robinson ~--
Robinson Joseph R
Rodman Daniel
Rogers Hezekiah
Rogers Nathaniel
Rogers Richard
Roney John

Ross John

Rowan Robert
Rowland Zachariah
Rudolph Michael
Russell John Miller
Rutherfurd John
Ryan Michael

Saabye Hans Rudolph
Sage Comfort

St. Clair Daniel
Salmon George
Saltonstall Richard R

Va3
Va3
va3
Va3
va3
V24

Va4

V24
Va4
Va4
V24
V24
V24
V24
Va4
V24
V24
V24
V24
V24
V24
Va4
V24
Va4
Va4
V24
Va4
V24
V24
V24
V24
V24
V24
Va4
Va4
V24
V24

V24

V24
V24
V24
Va4
Va4
Va4
V24
V24
V24
V24
V25
va5
V25
V25
V25
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50
56
67
68
71

12
11
14
27
15
16
19
20
21
28
30
35
38
39
42
44
45
47
49
51
52
67
70
)
72
73
76
75
78
80
81
82
84
85
89
91
93
94
95
96

18
19
25

XXV

Sargent Epes
Savage George’
Sayre Stephen

Schultz Frederick William

Scott Gustavus
Scott Richard Marshall
Scudder William
Seagrove James
Searson John
Seaton August
Seely Samuel
Segar John
Sewall Henry
Sewall Stephen
Shallcross Joseph
Sharp John

Shaw James

Shaw Samuel
Sheftall Moses
Shelden James
Shepard Richard
Shepard William
Shepard William
Sherburne Henry
Sherman Isaac
Shubart Michael
Shute William
Sickels Zachariah
Simmons William
Simms Charles
Simons James
Simpson James
Simpson William
Sitgreaves John

~Skerrett Clement

Skinner John
Skipwith Fulwar
Sloane Alexander
Sloyer Joseph
Small John
Smedley Samuel
Smith George W
Smith John Kilby
Smith John Pennington
Smith Jonathan
Smith Justus B
Smith Meriwether
Smith Nathaniel
Smith Robert
Smith Samuel
Smith Thomas
Smith William
Smith William

Va5
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
Va5
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V30
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
va5
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
Va5
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
V25
vZ5
Va6
V26
V26
Va6
V26
V26
V26
Va6
V26
V26
Va6
V26

26
27
28
31
32
36
40
41
43
44
46
47
48
53
10
57
60
61
62
63
64
67
65
69
70
73
75
76
1
85
87
94
95
96
98
99
P105
P106
P107
P108
P109
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Smith William S
Snow Samuel
Sonnet John I
Spence Keith
Sproat Ebenezer
Stake John

Stark William
Steel John

Steele John

Steele Benjamin
Stephens William
Sterrett Stephen
Stevens Albert
Stevens Daniel
Stevens Ebenezer
Stevens Edward
Stevens Richard
Stevenson William
Stewart Charles
Stewart Walter
Stiles Ezra

Stith B

Stockton Samuel William
Stokes John

Stone I H

Stone Michael J
Stone Walter
Storer Ebenezer
Storey Daniel
Story John

Street John D
Sturges William
Sullivan John
Swan James
Swanwick John
Swiney Major
Tannehill Adamson
Tanner John
Taylor George Jr
Taylor Richard
Telles John
Tenker Stephen
Thatcher George
Thayer Simeon
Thomas Abishai
Thomas John Allen
Thompson Benjamin
Thompson David
Thompson Ebenezer
Thompson Thomas
Thompson William
Thompson William
Thompson William

V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
Va6
Va6
V26
Va6
Va6
V26
V26
Va6
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
V26
Va6
V26
V26
V26
V26
van
van
v
van
van
vaT
vai
Va7
vaT
van

Va7

vau
Va1
van
van
van
vau

33
35
40
43
45
47
48
50
51
52
58
60
62
63
67
68
70
71
74
75
79
81
82
88
89
91
94
95
96
98
P100
P107
P110
P111
P112
P115
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19
26
27
33
36
38
41
46
47
52
55
60
61
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Thurston Edward
Tillinghast Daniel
Tilton James

Tinsley Samuel
Titcomb Jonathan

Tod Alexander
Tolman Thomas
Tousard L

Trumbull Jonathan
Tuck William

Tucker Ebenzer
Tucker Samuel
Tucker Stephen
Tucker Thomas Tudor
Turberville George Lee
Turbett Samuel
Turner George

Tying Dudley Atkins
Upshaw Thomas
Vacher John V

Vail Aaron

Valley John F
Vanderhorst Arnoldus
Vans William

Van Voorhis John
Varle ---

Vaughan James
Vaughan John
Vaughan Samuel

Vermont - Candidates for office

Vernes J

Vickers Joseph
Vining John

Voght Casper
Voight Henry

Von Heer Bartholomew
Waldo Samuel
Walker Benjamin
Walker John
Walker Robert
Wall Samuel
Wallace Gustavus Brown
Walsh John

Walsh Robert
Walton George
Wanton Gideon
Ward Joseph
Warren Henry
Warren James
Washington George
Waterman J
Waters Daniel
Waters Josiah

van
vaT
vaT
vaT
\24
van
\24
vaT
V27
Va7
V27
\24
van
van
vaT
vaq
Va1
Va1
Va8
Va8
Va8
vas
V28
vas
V28
V28
vas
Va8
V28
V28
vas
vas8
Va8
vas
Va8
Vi4
V29
V29
V29
V29
Va9
V29
Va9
Va9
V29
V29
V29
Va2
V29
Va9
V29
Va9
Va9
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Watkins Charles
Watson Elkanah
Watts Edward

Way Nicholas
Wayne Anthony
Webb Samuel B
Webb William
Wederstrandt John Charles
Weissenfels Frederick
Welch Hezikiah
Wells Samuel

Welsh Ann

Wessells Cornelius
West Hugh

West Roger
Weyman Edward
Weyman Edward Jr
Wharton Joseph
Wheaton Joseph
Whetcroft Burton
Whipple Abraham
Whipple Joseph
White Alexander
White Anthony W
White Edward

White John

White Moses
Whitney John
Whittemore Samuel
Whittlesey Chauncey

Wickelhausen Frederick Jacob

Wilcocks Joseph
Wilkins Nathaniel
Wilkinson Reuben
Willett Marinus
Williams Jonathan
William Otho Holland
Williamson Hugh
Willis Francis
Willis Francis
Willis Francis Jr
Wilmer James Jones
Wilmer Simon
Wilmington Del Merchants
Wilson James
Wilson William
Winder william
Wingate Paine
Winslow Samuel
Witman John
Wolcott Oliver

Va9
Va9
V29
vag
V29
Va9
Va7
Va9
V29
V29
V29
Va9
Va9
Va9
V29
Va9
V29
V29
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
v30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30
V30

35
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P 98
P104

Wolcott Oliver Sr V30 P102
Wood Basil V31 P 1
Wood John . v3L P 3
Wood Leighton V31 P 6
Woodard John Vil P 8
Woodbridge Dudley Jr V31 P 10
Woodruff Aaron D V31l P 12
Woods Benjamin V3L P 13
Woodward John V31 P 19
Woodward Joseph V3l P 26
Woolsey Melancthon Lloyd V3l P 27
Wooster Thomas V3l P 29
Worthington William V31 P 30
Wray George V31l P 32
Wray George Jr V3l P 34
Wray William V31 P 38
Wynkoop James V31 P 39
Yates Joseph B via2 p 1
Yeaton Hopley v32 P 2
Young James v32 P 3
Young William V32 P 4
Young William v p 7
Yznardi Joseph V32 P 14
Zuckerbecker Frederick William
V32 P 15
Reel List
Reel Sevies Dates
1 1A 1745-48
1B 1748-74
2 iB 1775-99
1C 1749-52
2 Vol 1: 1754-1755 Aug 2
3 2 Vols 1-5: To 1758 May 28
4 2 Vols 5-10: To 1776 Aug 24
5 2 Vols 10-13: To 1786 July 31
6 2 Vols 13-16: To 1789 Mar 31
7 2 Vols 16-19: To 1794 May 25
8 2 Vols 19-21: To 1799 Feb 10
2 Arols 22-23: To 1790 Oct 15
9 2 Vols 23-24: To 1797 Mar 3
2 Vols 25-26: To 1794 Jan 27
10 2 Vols 26-27: To 1797 Dec 3
2 Vols 28-30: To 1795 Apr 26
11 2 Vol 30: To 1796 Oct 11
2 Vols 31-33: To 1793 Dec 2
12 2 Vols 33-34: To 1796 Sep 11
2 Vols 35-37: To 1796 July 2
13 2 Vol 37: To 1796 Dec 10

xxvii



Reel

14
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24

25

26

27
28

29

30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

Series

2
2
2
3A
3A
3A
3B
3B
3B
3B
3B
3B
3B
3C
3C
3C
3D
3E
3E
3F
3F
3G
3G
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Dates

Vols 38-40: To 1797 Mar 28
Vol 41: To 1794 Nov 25
Vol 41: To 1797 Feb 21
1775 June 24-1778 Jan 27
1778.Jan 31-1781 Jan 16
1781 Mar 1-1783 Dec 23
1775 June 25-1776 Sep 10
1776 Sep 11-1777 Nov 4
1777 Nov 4-1778 Nov 19
1778 Nov 19-1779 Sep 29
1779 Sep 29-1780 Oct 24
1780 Oct 24-1782 Apr 8
1782 Apr 10-1783 Dec 23
1775 July 6-1776 Dec 1
1776 Dec 10-1781 May 27
1781 June 2-1785 Apr 10
1775 Sep 6-1783 Oct 10
1775 Oct 11-1777 Mar 13
1777 Mar 22-1783 Dec 1
1775 July 9-1780 July 21
1781 Mar 24-1782 May 9
1775 July 3-1778 Dec 30
1779 Jan 1-1782 Sep 3
1782 Sep 4-1783 Aug 17
1775 May 31-1782 Apr 22
1782 Apr 22-1783 Nov 15
1697-1756 Feb 17

1756 Feb 17-1757 Aug 20
1757 Aug 22-1'758 Nov 16
1758 Nov 17-1773 Nov 9
1773 Nov 10-1775 Sep 6
1775 Sep 7-1775 Dec 16
1775 Dec 17-1776 Apr 27
1776 Apr 28-1776 July 9
1776 July 10-1776 Aug 28
1776 Aug 29-1776 Nov 3
1776 Nov 4-1777 Feb 3
1777 Feb 4-1777 Apr 5
1777 Apr 6-1777 May 29
1777 May 30-1777 July 22
1777 July 23-1777 Sep 3
1777 Sep 4-1777 Oct 25
1777 Oct 26-1777 Dec 3
1777 Dec 3 contd-1778 Jan 24
1778 Jan 25-1778 Mar 16
1778 Mar 17-1778 Apr
1778 May 1-1778 June 14
1778 June 15-1778 July 23
1778 July 24-1778 Sep 12
1778 Sep 13-1778 Oct 10
1778 Oct 11-1778 Nov 6

Reel

54
55
56

57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97

98
99

100

101

102

103

104

xxviii

Sevies

e
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Dates

1778 Nov 7-1778 Dec 17
1778 Dec 18-1779 Feb 9
1779 Feb 10-1779 Mar 25
1779 Mar 25 contd-1779 Apr 26
1779 Apr 27-1779 May 24
1779 May 25-1779 July 9
1779 July 10-1779 Aug 21
1779 Aug 22-1779 Oct 20
1779 Oct 21-1779 Dec 8
1779 Dec 9-1780 Jan 27
1780 Jan 28-1780 Mar 18
1780 Mar 18-1780 Apr 24
1780 Apr 25-1780 June 6
1780 June 7-1780 July 10
1780 July 11-1780 Aug 4
1780 Aug 5-1780 Aug 25
1780 Aug 26-1780 Sep 16
1780 Sep 17-1780 Oct 21
1780 Oct 22-1780 Nov 26
1780 Nov 27-1781 Jan 6
1781 Jan 7-1781 Feb 6
1781 Feb 7-1781 Mar 20
1781 Mar 21-1781 Apr 23
1781 Apr 24-1781 May 15
1781 May 16-1781 June 24
1781 June 25-1781 July
1781 Aug 1-1781 Sep 12
1781 Sep 13-1781 Nov 4
1781 Nov 5-1782 Jan 27
1782 Jan 28-1782 Apr 6
1782 Apr 2-1782 May 12
1782 May 13-1782 June 25
1782 June 26-1782 Aug 16
1782 Aug 17-1782 Sep 25
1782 Sep 26-~1782 Nov 24
1782 Nov 25-1783 Jan 20
1783 Jan 21-1783 Mar 20
1783 Mar 21-1783 May 29
1783 May 30-1783 Sep 1
1783 Sep 2-1783 Dec 28
1783 Dec 31-1785 Jan 31
1785 Feb 1-1786 Feb 7
1786 Feb 8-1787 Apr 5
1787 Apr 6-1788 Sep 17
1788 Sep 18-1789 Dec 5
1789 Dec 6-1790 Dec 20
1790 Dec 21-1791 Sep 10
1791 Sep 11-1792 May 7
1792 May 8-1793 Jan 9
1793 Jan 10-1793 July 15
1793 July 16-1794 Jan 11



Reel

105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115

Series

-

(3]

Dates

1794 Jan 12-1794 July 14
1794 July 15-1795 Feb 28
1795 Mar 1-1795 Aug 24
1795 Aug 25-1796 Mar 18
1796 Mar 20-1796 Oct 14
1796 Oct 15-1797 May 7
1797 May 8-1798 Mar 25
1798 Mar 27-1798 Sep 19
1798 Sep 20-1799 Jan 23
1799 Jan 24-1799 Aug 24
1799 Aug 25-1799 Dec 21 & un-
dated
Vols 1-2

Reel

116
117

118

119
120
121
122
123
124

XXix

Series

Dates

Vols 3-24

Vols 24 contd-34

Vols 1-8

Vols 1-3

Vols 4-6

Vols 1-12
Abercrombie-Cockle
Coffyn-Gunby '
Hague-McComb
McCormick-Read (NC)
Read (Pa)-Varle
Vaughan-Zuckerbecker
Ca. 1783-99



How To Use This Index

The George Washington Papers in the Library
of Congress are indexed in this volume. These
are the papers available in a Library of Congress
microfilm reproduction of 124 reels. George Wash-
ington letters in other manuscript collections in
the Library of Congress or elsewhere are not
indexed in this volume.

This index to the Washington Papers is essen-
tially a name index listing names of writers and
recipients of letters, alphabetically first and
chronologically when the same name appearsmore
than once. It is not a subject index, but diaries,
general orders, and survey records are indexed
under President Washington's name.

To find a document, note the series number and
the date of the document, then turn to the date of
the document ih the appropriate series. Volume
and page numbers are supplied when appropriate.
The reel list is on page xxviii.

This index was produced by the use of key-
punched cards which were sorted and printed
mechanically in columns. Some paraphernalia
normally found in indexes and calendars had to be
abandoned. Many peculiarities of this index are

Writer or Recipient

MCKEAN THOMAS—-CONTINENTAL CONG PRES
*MORRIS GOUVERNEUR TO*Gw

®*MORRIS GOUVERNEUR-AMERICAN FINANCE
"MORRIS GOUVERNEUR-1776 MY 30

MORRIS GOUVERNEUR-1776 JL 14
*MURNANS JEAN B G DE FR*GW

MURNANS JEAN BERNARD GAUTHIER DE
¥MURRAY WILLIAM V TO*GW

MURRAY WILLIAM V FR¥GABRIFEL DUVAL
*MURRAY WILLIAM V TO¥*GW

MURRAY WILLIAM VANS

NEWPORT RI HEBREW CONGREGATION TO*GW
¥NEWPORT RI INSPECTION COM TO GW
NEWPORT RI MASONS TO GW

illustrated in the sample entries which follow
this explanation.

Names of writers and recipients of letters are
arranged alphabetically. A letter not written by or
to the President is indexed both by writer and
recipient. Corporate entries other than national
organizations are indexed under geographical loca-
tions.

Transcripts prepared by or for the Rev. William
B. Sprague are identified in the addenda column as
""Sprague Trans' or "WBS Trans."

Every page on which any writing appears is in-
cluded in the page count; thus envelopes, cover
sheets, docket entries and endorsements, file
numbers, etc., are counted. Notations made by the
Library of Congress are, of course, excluded.

The final or addenda column of the indexhas been
used as a "'catchall" for data which cannotbe fitted
into the closely calculated spacing of the main
entry. Documents other than letters are, in each
instance, identified in this column, occasionally
by content but more often by form. When a date or
a name and date appear in the addenda column,
an item is for some reason not in its place in the
normal chronological order; for instance, an en-
closure filed with its covering letter rather than
‘under its own date.

Date S. P. Addenda

1781 JL 10 TO 1781 NO 4

1799 DE 9 4 4
#1789 AP 4 1 PLAN-COPY IN GW'S HAND
SEE NEW YORK PROV CONG

SEE NEW YORK CONV COM

1783 MY 24 4 2 SERVICE CERTIFICATE
SEE MURNANS JEAN B G DE
1794 JE 4 4 6

1794 AG 27 4 2

1795 JA 21 7 3 V30~-pP92

SEE MURRAY WILLIAM V

1790 AG 17 4 2 ADDR

1775 st 15 . : ESS OF WELCOME
1790 AG 17 2 2 V39-p27



Uncommon Abbreviations

ABST: Abstract

ADDR: Address

AFFRS: Affairs

AFFT: Affidavit
AGREE: Agreement
ALLOTMT: Allotment
AMDMT: Amendment
APPT/APPTMT: Appointment
ARRMT: Arrangement
ART: Artillery

ARTL: Article

ASSB: Assembly

BATT: Battalion

BEG: Beginning

BK: Book

BR: Branch

BRIG: Brigade

BURG/S: Burgess/es
C-C: Correspondence Committee
CELEB: Celebration
CERT/Certif: Certificate
CHEV: Chevalier

CIN: Cincinnati

CIT: Citizen

CL: Club

COMER: Commercial
COM: Committee
COMM/R: Commission/er
COMSY: Commissary
CONGRE: Congregational
COOP: Cooperation
COUN: Council

CT MRT: Court Martial
CVR: Cover

DEL: Delegate

DEP: Deposition

DISCH: Discharge

DR: Draft

ESTM: Estimate

EMBK: Embarkation
EXPS: Expense

HR/HSE OF REP: House of Representatives
HT: Height
INTERROG: Interrogatory
INV: Invasion

INVC: Invoice
INVTG: Investigation
JOUR: Journal

LDG: Lodge

MARG: Marginal
MBR: Member
MBRSHIP: Membership
MFG: Manufacturing
MTG: Meeting
NWSPR: Newspaper
OBSER: Observation
OPER: Operation
ORD: Order

PET: Petition

PRCT: Precinct
PRO: Proposal
PROCL: Proclamation
PROMOT: Promotion
PROSP: Prospectus
PROV/S: Provision/s
RCPT: Receipt
REDN: Reduction
RESD: Resident
RESG: Resignation
RET: Return

SD: Same date

SLT: Select

SPH: Speech

STMT: Statement
SUPL: Supplement
TRANS: Transcript
TRANSL: Translation
TRANSM: Transmittal
WBS: William B. Sprague
WEST: Western

WI. West Indies
YORKTN: Yorktown

EXTR: Extract The asterisk (*) indicates information supplied
GW: George Washington wholly or in part, or a doubtful reading of name
HBR: Harbor or date.
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ABE-ALD

Writer or Recipient

#ABEEL JAMES TO®RICHARD K MEADE
*ABEEL JAMES TO®*NATHANAEL GREENE

#ABERCROMBIE JAMES TO GW

ABERCROMBY ROBERT-LIGHT INFANTRY
ACKERMAN ABRAHAM FR R H HARRISON
ACKERMAN ABRAHAM FR R H HARRISON

ACKERMAN ABRAHAM FR GW
ACKERMAN ABRAHAM FR GW

*#ADAIR JAMES M TO®GRACE A B NEWENHAM

ADAIR JAMES M TO®GW
ADAIR JAMES M FR GW
ADAM JOHN FR GW
ADAM JOHN FR GW
ADAM JOHN FR GW
ADAM JOHN FR GW
ADAM JOHN
ADAM JOHN
ADAM JOHN
ADAM JOHN
ADAM JOHN
ADAM JOHN
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
*ADAM ROBERT
ADAM ROBERT
*ADAM ROBERT FR GW
*ADAM ROBERT FR GW

ADAM ROBERT ET AL

ADAMS -~- FR JOSEPH TRASK

TO*GW
FR GW
FR*GW '

TO*GW
& GW
TO*GW
FR GW
TO
10
T0
T0
TO*G!
FR JOHN ROSS
TO GW
TO GW
TO GW
FR GW
FR Gw
TO*GW

ADAMS DANIEL J
*ADAMS DANIEL J FR GW
*ADAMS DANIEL J FR GW
*ADAMS DANIEL J TO*GW
ADAMS DANIEL J FR GW
*ADAMS DANIEL J TO GW
*ADAMS DANIEL J TO®*JOHANN KALB
*ADAMS DANIEL J TO GW
ADAMS DANIEL JENIFER

ADAMS JOHN TOXGW
ADAMS JOHN FR GW
ADAMS JOHN TO*GW
ADAMS JOHN FR GW
ADAMS JOHN FR GW

*ADAMS JOHN FR GW
ADAMS JOHN FR GW
ADAMS JOHN TO
ADAMS JOMN FR GW

*ADAMS JOHN FR*GW
ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN
ADAMS JORN
ADAMS JOHN
ADAMS  JOHN
ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN
ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN

*ADAMS JOHN

TO*GW

FR GW
FR GW
TO*GW
FR
FR
70
FR
FR
FR
FR
70
FR
FR G

JOHN HOBBY

TO*TENCH TILGHMAN
TO®ELIAS DAYTON

CONTINENTAL CONG
FR®FRANCIS O OSBORNE
FR JAMES BOWDOIN

FR*THEOPHELUS PARSONS

RODOLPH VALL~TRAVERS

Date

1788

1774
1774
1778
1783
1783
1783
1783
1783
SEE
177
*1772
1772
1773
1775
1775
1775
1778
1790
SEE
1776
1776
1776
1776
1776
1776
1776
1780
1781
1781
1786
1789
*1789
1789
1790
1790
1790
1791
1793
1793
1794
1794
1795
1795
1797
1797
1797

FE
AP
ol
AP
JL
JL
ocC
oC
MY
AG
SE
MY
MY
oC
oc
NO
FE
FE
FE
FE

DE

JE

JA
JA
AP
AP
AP
AP
JE
AG
ocC
ocC
FE
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OPINION
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V19-P224
WBS TRANSL-DKT 12-9-97
V20-P168
V4-p28s
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SPRAGUE TRANSCRIPT
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Writer or

ROBERT
ROBERT F
SAMUEL T
SAMUEL F
SAMUEL
SAMUEL
SAMUEL
SAMUEL
SAMUEL
SAMUEL
SAMUEL

ADAMS
ADAMS
*ADAMS
ADAMS
*ADAMS
*ADAMS
*ADAMS
*ADAMS
*ADAMS
*ADAMS
ADAMS
ADAMS
ADAMS
ADAMS

*ADD1SO.

*ADDISON
*ADDISON

*=ADD1SO

ADDISON

*ADDISO|
*ADDI SO

ADDI SOl
*ADDI SO

ADD1 50
*ADDISO!
*ADD] 50!

ADD1 SOl
*ADDISO
*ADDISO
*ADDISO
*ADD1 SO

Recipient

10 GW

R GW

O*ABAJAH HAMMOND
R*GW

FR GW

FR GW

TO*GW

TO*GW

FR GW

FR GW
TO*GW

SAMUEL-1775 JE 22
SAMUEL-1783 FE 22
SAMUEL-1783 UL 10
ADAMSON RICHARD TO#*GW
*ADAMSON WILLIAM TO*GW

* ADDENBROOKE THOMAS TO GW
* ADDENBROOKE THOMAS TO*GW

N ALEXANDER
ALEXANDER
ALEXANDER
N ALEXANDER
ALEXANDER
N ALEXANDER
N ALEXANDER
N ALEXANDER
N ALEXANDER
N ALEXANDER
N ALEXANDER
N ALEXANDER

TO®GW
FR GW
TO*GW
TO*GW
FR GW
FR GW
TORGW
FR GW
FR GW
FR GW
FR GW
TO*GW
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N HENRY TO®GW
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N J

7O JOSHUA MERSEREAU

*ADET PIERRE AUGESTE TO*GW
*ADET PIERRE AUGESTE FR GW
ADLUM JOHN TO GW
*ADYE STEPHEN P TO MAURICE MORGANN
AFFLECK EDMUND TOR®GW
AFFLECK EDMUND
AIGUILLOR TO*GW
AIGUILLON EMANUEL ARMAND{DUC IDE
#AIREY THOMAS HILL TO*GW
*AIREY THOMAS HILL TO*GW
ROBERT TO*GW
ROBERT TO¥GW
ROBERT FR TOBIAS LEAR

AITKEN
AITKEN
AITKIN
ALBANY
ALBANY
ALBANY

*ALBANY
ALBANY
ALBANY
ALBANY

*ALBANY
ALBANY
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ALBANY
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ALDEN
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CITIZENS & OFFICIALS FR GW

CITIZENS-MORGAN LEWIS
C-0 FR GW

C-0 FR®GW

C-0 FR GW

C-0 FR¥GW

COM FR¥PHILIP J SCHUYLER
COM TO TRYON CO NY COM
COM TO*P J SCHUYLER

COM FR#PHILIP J SCHUYLER
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COMMITTEE
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ALC-AME

Writer or Recipient Date
#ALDEN ROGER TOSTOBIAS LEAR 1790 AP 8
ALDEN ROGER FR TOBIAS LEAR 1790 JL S
#ALDEN ROGER TO*TOBIAS LEAR 1790 JU 14
ALDENBERGL COUNTESS JOF SEE
ALDER CHARLES TO*GW 1799 SE 20
ALDER CHARLES TO TOBIAS LEAR 1799 SE 20
ALEXANDER A J TO*GW 1776 SE 20
ALEXANDER CHARLES FR JOMN HAZELWOOD 1777 SE 26
ALEXANDER GILES TO GW 1755 JL 25
ALEXANDER GILES TO®*ISAAC PEIRCE JR 1775 AG 18
ALEXANDER PHILIP T TO®L WASHINGTON #1783 MR
#ALEXANDER PHILIP T FR L WASHINGTON #1783 MR
#ALEXANDER ROBERT TO®*GW 1769 OC 27
ALEXANDER ROBERT FR GW 1777 MR 20
ALEXANDER ROBERT FR GW 1786 NO 14
ALEXANDER SARAH LIVINGSTON SEE
#*ALEXANDER WILLIAM TO#GW 1794 SE 10
#ALEXANDER . WILLIAM TO GW 1796 MR 15
ALEXANDER “WILL IAM=1794 OC 6 SEE
ALEXANDER WILL IAM SEE ALSO
ALEXANDER MRS WILLIAM SEE
ALEXANDRIA VA ACADEMY FR GW 1785 DE 17
ALEXANDRIA VA ACADEMY TO¥GW 1785 DE 17
ALEXANDRIA VA ACADEMY TO®GW 1791 MR 11
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO FAIRFAX VA 1774 MY 16
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO*GW 1781 NO 19
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS FR GW 1781 NO 20
ALEXANORIA VA CITIZENS FR GW 1781 NO 20
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO GW 1783 DE 31
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS FR GW 1783 DE 31
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO GW 1789 AP 16
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS FR GW %1789 AP 16
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO*GW 1793 JE 29
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO*GW 1793 JL 4
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS FR GW #1793 JL &
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO®GW 1793 JL &
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS 1793 0C 6
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO%GW 1793 0C 6
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS 1793 oC 8
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO*GW 1797 MR 13
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO GW 1797 MR 20
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO*GW 1797 MR 23
ALEXANORIA VA CITI2ZENS FR GW #1797 MR 23
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS TO*GW 1797 MR 23
ALEXANDRIA VA CITIZENS SEE ALSO
ALEXANDRIA VA C-0 FR GW 1778 MR 20
ALEXANDRIA VA C-0 FR#GW 1778 MR 20
ALEXANDRIA VA EPIS CONGRE TO®*GW 1793 FE 22
ALEXANDRIA VA GRAND LDG MASONS TO GW 1797 MR 28
*ALEXANDRIA VA INDEP CELEB COM FR GW 1793 JL 1
ALEXANDRIA VA INDEPENDENT COMPANY #1775 AP~MY
ALEXANDRIA VA LODGE 22 MASONS TO GW 1797 DE 22
ALEXANDRIA VA LODGE 39 MASONS 1783 DE 26
ALEXANDRIA VA LODGE 39 MASONS FR GW 1783 DE 28
#ALEXANDRIA VA MASONS TO*GW 1783 DE 26
*ALEXANDRIA VA MASONS FR GW 1783 DE 28
ALEXANDRIA VA MASONS TO GW 1793 AG 29
ALEXANORIA VA MAYOR & CITS TO®GW 1783 DE 31
ALEXANDRIA VA MAYOR § CITS FR*GW 1783 DE 31
ALEXANDRIA VA POOR RELIEF COM TO®*GW 1798 JA 24
ALEXANDRIA VA POSTMASTER FR T LEAR 1793 MR 27
ALEXANDRIA VA POSTMASTER FR GW 1798 AG 4
*ALEXANORIA VA TOBACCO INSPTS FR GW 1792 0C 21
ALEXANDRIA VA TOBACCO INSPTS FR GW 1792 OC 21
ALEXANDRIA VA YORK MASONS TO GW 1797 MR 28
ALEXANDRTIA VA YORK MASONS FR GW #1797 AP 1
ALGERINE CAPTIVES TO GW 1768 SE 22
ALISON JOHN TO*GW 1780 AP 16
ALISON JOHN SEE
ALL ISAAC TO GW 1789 MY 10
ALLAN JOHN 1779 MY 18
ALLAN JOHN FR JOHN STARR 1779 MY 18
*ALLAN JOHN TO*WILLIAM HEATH 1779 MY 18
ALLAN SEE ALS0
*ALLEN EBENEZER TO®ALEXANDER WEBSTER 1780 OC 30
ALLEN EBENEZER TO JESSE STAFFORD 1780 OC 30
ALLEN ETHAN TO®PHILIP ) SCHUYLER 1775 SE 14
ALLEN ETHAN TO GW 1776 NO 2
ALLEN ETHAN FR GW 1778 MY 18
ALLEN ETHAN FR*GW 1778 MY 18
ALLEN ETHAN TO*GW 1778 MY 28
ALLEN ETHAN TO*GW 1779 MR &
ALLEN ETHAN TO*GW 1780 AG 16
ALLEN ETHAN FR GW 1780 AG 30
ALLEN ETHAN FR*GW 1780 AG 30
#ALLEN ETHAN FR*CHRISTOPHER CARLETON 1780 OC 26
#ALLEN ETHAN TO®CHRISTOPHER CARLETON 1780 OC 27
ALLEN ETHAN TO®*ALEXANDER WEBSTER 1780 0OC 29
ALLEN ETHAN TO®*ALEXANDER WEBSTER 1780 OC 31
ALLEN ETHAN TO*PHILIP J SCHUYLER 1781 MY 15
*ALLEN JEAN BAPTISTE TO®JOHN SULLIVAN 1778 SE 26
#ALLEN JOHN TO®ALEXANDER BOYD 1758 JE 15
#ALLEN JOHN TO GW 1758 JE 15
#ALLEN JOHN TO#GW 1776 AP 20
ALLEN JOHN TO APOLLOS MORRIS 1777 AP 2
ALLEN JOHN TO#*APOLLOS MORRIS *177T MY B
*ALLEN JOHN TO®WILLTAM HEATH 1780 JE 15
#ALLEN JOHN TO JOHN FULTON 1780 JE 26
ALLEN JOHN FR JOHN FULTON 1780 JL 26
ALLEN JOHN TO®GW 1793 MY 16
#ALLEN JOHN-AMERICAN INTELLTGENCE 1780 JE 15
#ALLEN JOHN-HALIFAX NOVA SCOTIA HBR 1780 SE 25
ALLEN JOHN-PROVISIONS *1779 AP 19
ALLEN JOHN SEE
ALLEN LEVI 1776 JA 25
ALLEN LEVI TO GW 1776 JA 27
ALLEN LEV! FR*GEORGE BAYLOR 1776 FE 9
ALLEN LEV! FR*GEORGE BAYLOR 1776 FE 9
#ALLEN NATHANIEL C To®GW 1782 MY 11
®ALLEN NATHANIEL C TO®LEMUEL TRESCOTT®1783 JA 25
#ALLEN NATHANIEL C TO®JOHN BROOKS 1783 MR 15
®ALLEN NATHANTEL C~CLAIM TO RANK 1782 JL T
#ALLEN NATHANIEL C-LETTER RECEIVED 1783 JA 26
*ALLEN NATHANIEL C TO®ASA COBURN 1782 NO 24
*ALLEN NATHANIEL C~STORES & PROVNS 1782 NO 24
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V39-p161
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V24-P22
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V9-P215
V1-P163

RECEIPT
RECEIPT
RETURN
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ALLEN
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*ALLEN
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®ALLEN
*ALLEN
*ALLEN
ALLEN
ALLEN
ALLEN
ALLEN
ALLEN
ALLEN
ALLEN
ALLEN

NATHANI
PAUL TO
ROBERT
ROBERT
ROBERT
ROBERT
ROBERT
ROBERT
THOMAS
THOMAS~
WILLIAM
WILLIAM
WILSON
WILSON
WILSON

EL COIT
GW
TO#BRIANT GOAHGHAN
TO ANTHONY GODFREY
TO%JOHN MURPHEY
TO PETER GWIN
TO*JOHN DUNNAHOE
TO DAVID DAVIS
TO*GW
DISPOSAL OF ESTATE
TO*ROBERT H HARRISON
TO*GW
TO Gw
FR GW
T0 GW

#ALLIBONE WILLIAM TO GW

ALLISON
*ALLISON
*ALLISON

ALLISON
*ALLISON
®ALLISON
*ALLTSON
*ALLTSON

ALLISON

JOHN
JOHN
JOHN
JOHN
SAMUE
SAMUE
SAMUE
SAMUE
THOMA

FR#ROBERT H HARRISON
FR*ROBERT H HARRISON
TO OBADIAH TAYLOR

L -TO*GW
t. FR GW
t FR*GW
L TO GW
S

*ALLUM WILLTAM TO#GW
ALLUM & TALBOT FR TOBIAS LEAR
ALLWOOD --- TO®*GW
ALSTYNE ABRAHAM
ALSOP JOMN ET AL TO*GW
ALTA ELKO TO GW
ALTE THEOPHILUS TO*GW
#ALTE THEOPHILUS TO GW
®ALVEY JOHN D TO®EBENEZER HAZARD
ALVEY JOHN D TO*GW
ALVEY JOHN DURHAM
ALYAY ISAAC-EXECUTION OF LOYALIST
AMAZON({ CARGO SHIP ]
*AMBLER JACQUELINE TO*GW
AMBLER JACQUELIN FR GW

® AMBOY

JOHN TO

AMEL TA COUNTY
AMELTA COUNTY

AMERICAN
AMERICAR
AMER TCAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERTCAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERTCAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERJCAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERTCAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAR
AMERICAN
AMERTCAN
AMERICAN
AMERTCAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMERICAN
AMER1ICAN

ACAD
ACAD
ACAD
CONT
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE!
INTE
INTE

INTE
INTE
INTE!
INTE
INTE
INTE

INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE|
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE!
INTE|
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE!
INTE!
INTE!
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE
INTE

INTE
INTE

INTE
INTE

INTELL
INTELL

INTELL

INTELL
INTELL
INTELL
INTELL
INTELL

INTELL

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS
VA CITIZENS TO GW

VA CITIZENS TO GW

OF ARTS-SCIENCES TO GW
OF ARTS-SCIENCES FR GW
OF ARTS-SCIENCES TO GW
HOSPITAL FR J MORGAN
LL FR*~-- HICHBORNE

LL TO*GW

LL TO®ISRAEL PUTNAM

LL TO*ISRAEL PUTNAM

LL TO=STEPHEN MOYLAN

LL TO®JAMES POTTER
TO*GW

TO*1SRAEL SHREVE
TO*JOSEPH ELLIS
TO*JOSIAH HILLMAN
TO®JOHN SULLIVAN

TO JOHN_SULLIVAN

TO[ LORD IST IRLING
TO*JOHN SULLIVAN
TO®JOHN SULLIVAN

T0 MATTHIAS OGDEN

TO P VAN CORTLANDT
TO*A MCDOUGALL

TO ANONYMOUS
TOWROBERT HOWE
TO*JOHN MERCEREAU
TO*S MERCEREAU

TO*J MERCEREAU
TO®ELIAS DAYTON

TO®J MERCEREAU
TO*JOHN MERCEREAU
TO*ELIAS DAYTON
TO*GW

TO*GW

TO*EL1AS DAYTON
TO®JOHN HENDRICKS
TO*JOHN MERCEREAU
TO#*JOHN MERCEREAU
TO®JOHN MERCEREAU
TO*GW

TO#ROBERT HOWE
TO*JOHN MERCEREAV
TO*JOHN MERCEREAU
TO*GW
TO*JOHN
TO*GW
TO#JOHN
TO*GwW
TO®JOHN
TO*JOHN
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HENDRICKS
MERCEREAU

MERCEREAU
HENDRICKS
TO®*JOHN MERCEREAU
TO*JOHN HENDRICKS
TO*ELIAS DAYTON
TO*GW

TO*JOHN HENDRICKS
TO E VANDERHOVAN
LL TO®JOHN HENDRICKS
LL TO UNKNOWN

L TO®JOHN MERCEREAU
LL TO®*JACOB CRANE

LL TO*ELIAS DAYTON
LL TO#ELIAS DAYTON
TO®*ASHER F RANDOLPH
TO*JOHN BOLTON
TO*P J SCHUYLER
TO#*B TALLMADGE
TO#R I CHARD MUIRSON
T0#B TALLMADGE
70#8 TALLMADGE

TO JOHN BOLTON
TO*DAVID FORMAN
TO*B TALLMADGE

LL
LL

LL
LL

- Date

S