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TO
THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS

OF THE

ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL,

GENTLEMEN,

BRITISH INDIA may justly boast of an
enlightened and liberal Government, under which every
Individual lives in safety and happiness. She may also feel
a pride in the indefatigable labours of a number of learned
and evangelical Men, who, being inspired by Divine Revelation,
have endeavoured, and continue in their endeavours, to spread
the light of the Gospel over this extensive country of heathen
darkness.  She may, in like manner, feel herself happy in
the establishment of your most respectable and highly inter-
esting Society ; which has so successfully removed the barriers
of Oriental Learning and Science; and opened rich stores for
the speculation and information of the Learned, and for the

general benefit of Mankind.
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I cannot, but with respect and veneration mention here the
name of that illustrious man, Sir William Jones, the founder
of wyour respectable Society; whose indefatigable labours
have given birth to so excellent an Institution, and whose
laudable endeavours have succeeded in promoting the grand
object he had in view. Emulating his bright example,
you have with praise-worthy exvertions laboured to aid the
march of general knowledge, by the production and trans-
lation of wvarious original monwments of ancient and more
modern times; the perusal of which in your Researches has
Silled my mind with profound regard to your excellent Institu-
tion, and with a_fervent wish for its continuance and increased
success.

Under these gratifying circumstances, and urged by a
sense of respect and esteem towards such an honourable body,—
Sor your literary productions have rendered you truly ho-
nourable,—I take the liberty of expressing my admiration
and paying a tribute to your laudable exertions. In fulfilling
this duty, I see no other better mode, than by soliciting to
dedicate to your Society “ Tur History orF ARMENTIA,”

which is a humble attempt at translation into English by



DEDICATION. XV
a Foreigner, whose knowledge of your highly cultivated
language cannot but be imperfect. Accept, then, this work,
as an humble tribute of my veneration to the memory of the
immortal Sir William Jones, the founder of your excellent
Society—and, as a token of my esteem and regard for your

laudable exertions in the cause of general literature.

1 remain,
Gentlemen,
With great regard and esteem,
Your most humble and devoted servant,

JOHANNES AVDALL.

Calcutta, 4th of October, 1826,







PREFACE.

s —

ARMENIA is eminently distinguished among the coun-
tries of Asia, by the political changes which she has
undergone, and by the connection which exists between
certain periods of her history and the histories of Rome
and Greece. When we consider the origin of her state,
the progress of her power during her independence, and
the various revolutions that happened in her government
during a long period of successive ages, we may reasonably
conclude that the History of Armenia is replete with
interesting events. | But, notwithstanding these circum-
stances, the ancient state of that country is very little
known to the curious and learned of Europe; and con-
sidering their indefatigable spirit of enterprize in the
path of letters, it is no less a matter of surprise than
regret that the Europeans have almost entirely neglected
the cultivation of Armenian Literature. Indeed, there
are few who have directed  their attention to the Arme-
nian Language, and those who have studied it, have not
attained that proficiency which could have enabled them
to add much to the stock of Oriental Knowledge, already
collected in the literary hive of Europe. A History of
Armenia by Moses of Khoren, extending to the middie
of the fifth century, was translated into Latia about a
C
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hundred years ago by two sons of the celebrated
William Whiston, and published in London with the
text, but scarcely a copy of it can at present be
procured, except in College Libraries or in the collections
of the curious. A complete History of Armenia has
been long considered a great desideratum. Travellers
from various parts of Europe have journeyed through
the extensive plains of Armenia, but all the information
they have gained respecting that unfortunate country
have been very limited, mostly confined to the local
history of the mouldering ruins of her ancient greatness
and magnificence. Indeed, since Armenia lost her free-
dom, European travellers have considered her as a
province of the kingdom which subjugated her, and
have not directed their enquiries to her former state as
an independent power.

These circumstances induced me to attempt the
translation of the present volume, which is a complete
History of Armenia, from the formation of the nation
to the present day. As a translator it is essentially
necessary for me to give due information in my prefatory
remarks of the nature of the work, as well as of every
other circumstance connected with the translation. In
the first place, I shall speak of the motives which guided
me in undertaking the translation. Secondly, of the
author of the work and the Venetian Society, of which
he was a member. Thirdly, of his partiality in religious
affairs. Fourthly, of the ancient historians from whose
works his history was compiled.  Fifthly, of the division
of the work into periods, and of the principal events
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which have occurred in each. Lastly, of the continuation
of the History to the present day, and conclusion.
I.—The lamentable condition of Armenia, the degraded
state of her church, the expatriation of the sons of Haic,
and the tyranny of their barbarous oppressors, have long
been to me a matter of serious and melancholy reflection.
That feeling of patriotism, which exists in the breast of
every human being, naturally inspired me with grief on
observing the abject slavery of my most beloved country.
Centuries of servitude under foreign yokes have almost
obliterated from the minds of my unfortunate countrymen
all recollection of their former liberty, and rendered them
objects of indifference to the rest of the christian world.
As a native of that degraded country, I have long felt
the weight of -her calamity, and earnestly desired to offer
my services to her. Influenced by these considerations,
I some years since contemplated the utility of presenting
a translation of the history of my ancestors to the literary
world, under a conviction that by this means a generous
desire would be excited in the breasts of the christians
of the West to ameliorate the calamitous condition of
my once glorious country. In this view I was greatly
encouraged by the coinciding feelings of my learned
friend Mr. Martirus Mackertich David, who repeatedly
exhorted me to attempt such an undertaking, being
himself convinced that an English translation of the
History of Armenia would prove a very acceptable pre-
sent to the learned of Europe, and might do much to
better the condition of our country. I therefore deter-

‘mined to devote a portion of my leisure hours to the
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task of translating the History of Armenia into English:
a very laborious task indeed, and exceedingly difficult
to a foreigner. But in my present literary enterprize
I have availed myself of the kind assistance of some
English gentlemen. These are Messrs. Charles Hutchins
and J. J. Hawkins, to whom I express thus publicly
my warmest and most sincere acknowledgements.
I1.-—The author of the History is the celebrated Father
Michael Chamich, a native of Constantinople, who about
the middle of the eighteenth century proceeded to Venice
and joined the Mukhitharian society of San Lazaro.
This society was founded in the year 1712 by Mukhithar
of the city of Sebastia, an individual of high intellectual '
and moral endowments. The members thereof are all
clerical persons, who have embraced the  persuasion of
the church of Rome. Although it is a circumstance
much to be deplored, that they have abandoned the
cause of their national church, yet T cannot refrain from
applauding the extraordinary progress they have made
in literature. The astonishing improvement they have
made in our language, the number of useful books which
they have published,—except their controversial works
on religion, which are calculated to do more harm than
good to the nation,—the excellent types brought into
use by them, extort from us admiration and praise.
Father Michael Chamich has particularly distinguished
himself among the members of this useful society, by
many valuable and meritorious publications; among
which that of the History of Armenia claims the pre-
eminence. In the year 1786 he published an enlarged
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History of Armenia in three large quarto volumes, of
about 1,000 pages each, compiled from the historical
works of various authors who flourished in Armenia in
various times, and wrote the accounts of their own days,
of whom I shall give a detailed biographical account
in its proper place. In the year 1811, Father Chamich
published an abridgment of his own history, of which
the present volume is a translation. In this some re-
ferences are made by the author to the enlarged history,
for example, “ See Hist. B. I. c. 3.”, which I have in-
serted in the beginning of my translation, but I subse-
quently thought proper to omit them. I would have
made notes at the end of each of these references, had
I not been convinced that they would have considerably
increased the size of the work, and obliged me to issue a
third volume, while the support I have hitherto received
is barely sufficient to defray the expenses incurred in
printing the two.

IIT.—I am compelled by a love of truth, and not by a
spirit of religious controversy, to speak briefly of the
partiality of Father Michael Chamich in religious affairs.
Perhaps it would not be uninteresting to give a detailed
explanation to the reader on this head, but considering
the abridged form of the present volume, 1 deem it
necessary to make my remarks in as few words as possible.

Father Michael Chamich, though an Armenian by birth,
was attached to the Romish Church, as I have stated
above. 1In his preface to the enlarged History he pro-
mises to write with impartiality, and to shew the truth
in his writing, but alas! in the course of the ecclesiastical
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part of the History he forgets what he promised, and
insidiously endeavours to bias the minds of the credulous
and the ignorant with prejudices favourable to his own
persuasion. He makes use of every trifling incident
in the history to advocate the cause he defends; and
tries by every means in his power to instil into the
minds of his readers a favourable idea of the church of
Rome.

He begins from the year of Christ 431 to deviate from
truth in the course of his ecclesiastical history. He
commends those who were united to the church of
Rome, and endeavours to refute the assertions of those
historians who have written against the proceedings
of the popish usurpers. He calls the opposers of the
Romanists calumniators, and endeavours to persuade the
readers that their writings are mere misrepresentations.
He treats the writings of the more ancient and learned
Armenian authors in a very different manner, as they
have not openly opposed the doctrines of the Romish
church, but, according to the circumstances of their own
times, have occasionally endeavoured in mild language
to bring the Roman disputants to submission to the
Armenian pontiff. In general, they have not spoken in
decided opposition to the doctrines of the Pope, and
hence Father Michael assimilates these ancient and
learned writers to those who ‘have abandoned the cause
of their own church, and embraced the errors of the
Roman catholics. He quotes from these writers in a
very interested manner, in order to prove his falsehood
and unfounded assertions. In consequence of these
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misrepresentations, the author Father Chamich has cre-
ated many opponents among the Armenians, who have
severely censured him for his garbled statements. As
the present abridgment is a Mirror of his enlarged history,
a similar spirit of unfairness pervades this volume. If I
were to attempt a refutation of all the author’s mis-
representations of the works of our ancient writers, the
size of the present volumes would be increased to double
their size. Consequently, passing over the tedious length
of these religious disputes, I think it sufficient to bring
the following example, whereby the reader can be able
to judge of the whole.

According to the chronology of the author, Johannes
Oznensis the Philosopher, was raised to the pontifical
chair of Armenia in the year of Christ 718. All the
Armenian and foreign historians agree in saying, that
this pontiff was an inveterate enemy of the council of
Chalcedon, and wrote many things against the Chalcedo-
nians, several of whom he banished from the country of
Armenia. In consequence of this opposition, Johannes
Oznensis 1s called a heretic by the Romanists, who, to-
gether with the Armenian Papists anathematize him in
their churches, considering him as a cause of the division
of the Armenian church from that of Rome. Father
Michael Chamich asserts in his enlarged history, that
Johannes Oznensis had accepted the council of Chalce-
don, contrary to the assertions of the historians who
then flourished in Armenia. In a most laboured and
tedious disquisition of about 100 pages, the author
endeavours to persuade the reader that there must be
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a mistake in the name of Johannes the Philosopher and
another individual of that name, and that the spirit of
opposition to the Chalcedonians was erroneously attri-
buted to Johannes the Philosopher instead of another
person of the same name. In consequence of this open
falsehood of the author, some of the Armenian nation
who have joined the Roman Catholic church, boldly
opposed him; and this religious dispute aas for some
time carried on with great acrimony -on both sides.

From this single example the reader may be able
to judge of the other misrepresentations with which
Father Chamich has garbled the facts relating to religious
points. It is also worthy of remark, that the members
of the Armenian church are not entirely exempt from
censure on account of religious discussions. Several
of these have at different times attacked their Roman
Catholic brethren, and excited great persecution against
them; yet the main cause of all these mischiefs are
the Roman Catholics themselves. Those Armenians who
have gone over to the church of Rome, are called by the
members of the Armenian church, Arians and Eutychians.
An anathema is periodically pronounced in the Armenian
church against the renegadoes, who do all they can
to ridicule our old national customs, because they are
prejudicial to the tenets of the church of Rome. From
such disputes arise the rancorous passions of hatred
and revenge, which are generally followed by sad conse-
quences both to those  who harbour them and those
against whom they are directed.

IV.—Armenia has produced a multitude of historians,
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PREFACE. XXV

but I shall, in imitation of the learned Father Michael
Chamich, only mention here the names of those from
whose works the present volume is compiled. In doing
this, 1 shall observe the order of the age in which they
flourished in Armenia.

AcaTEANGELUS, secretary to king Tiridates, flourished
in the beginning of the fourth century. He wrote the
Memoirs of Tiridates and St. Gregory the Illuminator,
at the particular desire of the king. But it cannot
be ascertained in what language the historian wrote his
work.  Some, however, assert that the history was
written in the Armenian language with Greek characters;
while others are of opinion that it was written in Greek
and translated from it into Armenian. The latter is more
probable, as a complete history of Agathangelus, written
in the Greek language, exists to this day. This valuable
work was published in Constantinople in the year 1709,
or the Haican era 1158.

ZrNosivus, a Syrian bishop, and one of the scholars of
St. Gregory the Illuminator, flourished in the beginning
of the fourth century. He was called by the surname of
Gilak, and appointed by St. Gregory prior of the convent
of Innaknian in Taron. From his surname the convent
subsequently took the appellation of Gilak. At the
particular desire of St. Gregory, Zenobius wrote a
narrative of the events of his own time, giving an account
of St. Gregory’s visit to Cesarea, his ordination as a
bishop by Levondius the metropolitan of that place,
and the wars of king Tiridates on the frontiers of Taron,
&c. This work was originally published in Constanti-

D
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nople in the year 1719, H. E. 1168, and subsequently
in Calcutta, by Mr. Gentloom Aviet, in the year 1814.

Buzanp or Byzand, who is also called Phostos Byzan-
densis, flourished: in the fourth century. He was a
Greek, and an excellent scholar. . He wrote a History
of Armenia; it is uncertain whether he wrote it in Greek
or Armenian, but from his birth T should be of opinion
that he wrote it in the former. Lazarus Pharpensis calls
his work the Second History of Armenia, the history
of Agathangelus being considered the first in order. This
work was published in Constantinople in the year 1730
Haican era 1179.  His history commences with the reign
of Khosrove the Second, the son of Tiridates, and ends
with that of Khosrove the Third, king of Armenia, the:
whole extending to A. D. 390.

Korreun, a skilful and learned translator, surnamed
the Wonderful, flourished in Armenia in the fifth century.
He was one of the eminent and distinguished disciples
of St. Mesrop and St. Isaac. After the death of his
venerable masters, Koreun wrote their memoirs at the
particular desire of St. Joseph the Pontiff. He alse
gives an account of the invention of the Armenian
characters, of the version of the Holy Scriptures and
other useful works into Armenian, as well as of the
literary productions of his fellow disciples, beth in
original compositions and translations.

Mosrs CuoreENENSsIS, surnamed the Rhetorician, flou-
rished in the fifth century. He was one of the distinguished
scholars of St. Mesrop. At the request of Isaac the
Bagratian Noble he wrote a History of Armenia from the
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Formation of the nation by Haic to the end of the royal
line of the Arsacide, and to the termination of the
pontifical power in the house of St. Gregory the Illumi-
nator. His work is compiled from the best authorities,
written in the purest style, and divided into there books,
the whole extending to the year of our Lord 440. The
first part of the History of Chorenensis is founded on
information derived from records of events which hap-
pened before the reign of Alexander the Great, according
to the testimony of Maribas the famous Syrian historian,
who discovered these documents. A correct account of
the ancient Armenian kings till the time of Valarsaces
is recorded in the history of the latter, of which Cho-
renensis avails himself by abundant quotations. From
this period to the third century the facts narrated in the
history are collected from different sources, principally
from historians who wrote accounts of their own times.
‘Chorenensis makes ample quotations from Africanus,
an eminent historian, on whom Eusebius bestows great
praise in his Ecclesiastical History. The valuable work of
Africanus is not, however, handed down to us. The
latter part of the History of Chorenensis is composed
from different records extant in our nation, written in
Greek and Persian characters under the various Arme-
nian chiefs. The history of Chorenensis, together with
his Geography, has been published in several places
and in different times. These were translated into
Latin by the two brothers, William and George Whiston,
as [ have before stated, and published with the text in
London in the year 1736. The work of translation,
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undertaken by these learned foreigners, must have
proved very arduous to them. It is evident that the
real meaning of the author, in several passages, has
not been sufficiently understood by the translators, who
appear to have been unacquainted with - the literary
character of the author.

Erisuey the Monk flourished in the fifth century. He
was a fellow-scholar of Moses Chorenensis, and a rela-
tive of St. Vardan, the famous Armenian general, to whom
he was secretary. By desire of that excellent priest
David the Mamiconian, he wrote in a beautiful style an
account of the destruction of the country of Armenia by
the cruel Hazkert king of Persia, of the memorable
martyrdoms of the Vardanian and Levondian Saints, and
of the calamities that subsequently befel the Armenian
chiefs, the whole extending to the year 463. His work
has been published in Constantinople in the year 1764, or
the Haican era 1213; in Nakhjuan in the year 1787, and
in Calcutta in the year 1816, by Mr. Gentloom Aviet.

Lazarus Puarrrensis, surnamed the Rhetorician,
flourished in the fifth century. In his infancy he was
placed under the immediate tuition of St. Isaac and
St. Mesrop; and he finished his education under the care
of the blessed Alan the Arzrunian. He takes a cursory
view of the events recorded in the histories of Agathan-
gelus and Phostos Byzandensis. Soon after the period of
the extinction of the Arsacidean royalty, Lazarus gave
a very detailed account of the martyrdoms of the Varda-
nian and Levondian saints, as well as of all the évents
that occurred in Armenia during his own time. He alse
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narrates at full length the events that occurred during the
generalship of Vahan.the Mamiconian, at whose request
he composed his history, which extends to the period of
Vahan's elevation to the dignity of the prefecture of
Armenia, as far as the year 485. His work was published
at the convent of San Lazaro in Venice in the year 1793.

Tuonmas the Arzrunian flourished at the end of the fifth
century or beginning of the sixth. He was educated
by one of the pupils of St. Elishey the Historian. A
fewonly of his works have been handed down to'us, which
treat of the lives of St. Vardan and Vahan the Arzrunians
and the heretical exertions of Barzumah the Nestorian,
the whole extending to the year 500.

Jouaxnes, bishop of the Mamiconians, flourished in
the seventh century. He wrote a narrative of the wars
of the Mamiconians with the Persians, and an account of
the exploits of Mushel, Vahan the Wolf, &c. His history
extends to the year 640. This work was published
at Constantinople in conjunction with that of Zenobius
in the year 1719, Haican era 1168.

Jonannes Carnoricus, a native of Dashonakert, a
scholar and relation of the blessed Mashtoz, flourished at
the end of the ninth or beginning of the tenth century.
He succeeded his venerable master in the pontifical
throne of Armenia. Some, however, consider him to be
a native of Garney or Duin. He wrote in a most excellent
style a History of Armenia from the formation of the
nation by Haic to the reign of Ashot the Second,
the Bagratian king, extending to the year 920. He also
wrote a brief account of all the Armenian pontiffs, com-
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mencing with St. Gregory the Illuminator and ending
at the period of his own succession. His works have never
been printed, though more than one manuscript copy
is preserved in the library of the Venetian Conventuals.

Mesrop the Priest flourished in the tenth century.
He was a native of the valley of Voyoz in the village
of Holozim. He wrote a narrative of the memoirs of St.
Nierses the Great, taken from the history of Phostos
Byzandensis, withan addition of some prayers and visions.
This work was published in Madras in the year 1775,
Haican era 1224. In the beginning of this edition is
annexed a short account-of some events that occurred in
Georgia, of the rise and origin of the Orbelians, and
of the invasion of Armenia by the Tartars. The editor
of this work, however, appears to ascribe the additional
narrative to Mesrop; but from the date of the events
it can easily be perceived, that the author must have been
another individual ; for Mesrop lived in the tenth century,
and the narrative in question extends to the twelfth
century. It cannot, however, be exactly ascertained by
whom the work was written, though some ascribe it
to Stephen the Orbelian, who lived about the period of
which it treats.

Stepuey of Taron flourished at the end of the tenth
century. He is known by the surname of Asolik
or Asolnik, and was contemporary with St. Gregorius
Narekensis. He wrote 2 complete History of Armenia
from the formation of the nation by Haic to the reign
of the Bagratian king Gagik the First, and to the pon-
tificate of Sarkies, at whose particular desire he com-
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posed his work. It extends to the year of our Lord 1000.
He is more explicit thanthe other historians in regard to
chronology.

Aristakes Lastivertensis flourished in the eleventh
century. His history commences with the reign of ‘the
Bagratian king Gagik the First, and ends at the period
of the capture of the city of Ani by Alphaslan, and the
subsequent defeat of the emperor Diogenes, extending
to the year 1071. His work is written in an elegant
and pathetic style, abounding with lamentable reflections
on the miseries that infested the country of Armenia.

Marnew Urhahensis the Abbot flourished in  the
twelfth century. He wrote a History of Armenia, {from
the reign of the Bagratian king Ashot the Third to that
of Thorose and Leo the First the Reubenian princes,
extending to the year 1128.

GreGory the Priest flourished in the twelfth century.
He wrote a continuation of the history of Mathew
Urhahensis, narrating the events of his own time, or to
the eighteenth year of the reign of Thorose the Second,
A. D. 1161.

SamukL the Priest, of the city of Ani, flourished in the
twelfth century. He wrote a short history from the
ereation of the world to the pontificate of Gregory,
the brother of Nierses the Graceful, at whose desire
it was composed. His work is also known by the ap-
pellation of Chronicle or Chronology, extending to the
year 1164, Haican era 613.

Nierses Crasewsis, or Shinorhali (the Graceful)
flourished in the twelfth century. He was the brother of




xxxil PREFACE.

Gregory Vikayaser the Little, and rose to the pontifical
dignity of Armenia. Of this prelate we have many things
to write in the course of our history. Besides several other
excellent works, he composed a brief history of Armenia
in verse from the period of Haic to his own days, which
has been published in various times and places in con-
junction with his other poems. He wrote a lamentation
on the destruction of the city of Edessa by the infidels,
and several useful epistles, from which many historical
facts have been collected.

KiragusGazagrnsis, one of the scholars of the monk
Vanakan, flourished in the thirteenth century. He wrote
a history of Armenia, commencing with the reign of
Tiridates and extending to that of Leo, who was the
first among the Reubenian race that ruled in Cilicia.
He gives a detailed account of the invasions of the
Scythians and the irruptions of the Tartars, extending
to the year 1260.

Varpan, one of the pupils of Vanakan, and fellow-
scholar of Kirakus, flourished in the thirteenth century.
He wrote a brief history from the creation of the world
to the reign of Hethum the First, and to the death of the
pontiff Constantine, extending to the year 1272.

Maracut the monk, flourished shortly after Kirakus
and Vardan, in the days of king Leo, and the pontiff
Jacobus Clajensis. He wrote a history of the irruptions of
the Tartars into the country of Armenia, and other events
extending to the year 1272.

Vaurau the monk flourished in the thirteenth century.
He wrote in verse by desire of Leo the Third a history
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of the Reubenian princes from their origin to the reign
of that monarch, extending to the year 1280.

Trnovas Merzopensis the monk, flourished in the
fifteenth century. He wrote a faithful account of the
enormities committed by the tyrant Tamerlane and other
invaders of the country of Armenia. He also gives an
account of the repairs of the pontifical house in Etch-
miatchin, extending to the year 1447.

Arackier the monk, a native of Tabriz, flourished
in the seventeenth century. He was one of the members
of the fraternity of Etchmiatchin. At the particular
desire of Philip' the pontiff, he commenced writing a
history of his own times; but after labouring at it for four
years, the death of the pontiff put a stop to its further
progress. He was, however, duly encouraged by Jacob,
successor of the late pontiff, to carry on the history, and
after the lapse of four years more he was enabled to finish
1t. The whole work comprises a narrative of sixty years,
beginning from the year 1601, and ending in the year
1662. A brief extract of the succession of the Armenian
pontiffs is annexed to it, but not much dependance is to be
placed on its accuracy, according to the testimony of the
author himself. This history was published at Amsterdam
in the year 1669, Haican era 1118, by the celebrated
Doctor Voskan. A brief chronology is annexed at the end
of this edition, but it is far from being regular and faithful.

Besides the above histories, there is a very voluminous
work entitled, “ The Daily Readings of the Church.”
This is not the work of a single individual, but was
written by different Armenian authors, who lived at

E
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various times. The following are the worthies who
composed the above volume: Gagik, abbot of the
fraternity of St. Atom, in the ninth century; Deacon
Gregory his contemporary ; Gregory Vikayaser the Great,
the son of Grregorius Magistratus, in the eleventh century;
Gregory Vikayaser the Little, the brother of Nierses the
Graceful, in the twelfth century ; Gregorius Anavarzensis,
in the beginning of the fourteenth century; Kirakus
the monk, surnamed Arevelzie, who lived a little after
the death of the preceding writer. Last of all Gregorius
Khilathensis, who flourished in the fifteenth century,
and made several useful additions to the above work.
This voluminous work embraces the records of the re-
ligious characters of Armenia, interspersed with other
facts connected with the Armenian church. It was
published at Constantinople by Gregory of Marzuan,
in the year 1706, or 1155 of the Haican era.

Another work, similar to the above, is extant among the
Armenians. It is entitled, ¢ Selections of Annals and
Anecdotes,” embracing the records of various political
and religious events that occurred in Armenia at different
periods. Itis not known by whom the above compilation
was written, but I clearly perceive that it must be the
production of several Armenian writers, who lived at
different epochs, each individual recording such things
as fell under his notice.

It is also worthy of remark, that there are more than
ten Armenian authors whose productions have not
yet come to our hands. These are Ukhtanes bishop of
Urha, Herakl, Khosrove, Levend, Sumbat, Thomas who
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recorded the cruelties committed in Armenia by Bulah
the Saracen, Shapuh the Bagratian, Moses of Kalkant
who wrote a history of the Aluans, Hamam the monk,
Mukhithar of Ani, and two other monks named Sarkavak
and Vanakan. I may add to these the monk Zechariah
Zorzorensis, who wrote an account of the ecclesiastical
assemblies held in Armenia, the monk Khoren Saharuney,
who wrote a chronological account of the Armenian
monks, and another writer named Abusahl. On the
discovery of these most valuable manuscripts, much
light will be thrown on the literature of Armenia, and
great benefit derived. by those who may at a future
period be inclined to publish a more enlarged and im-
proved history of Armenia.

I may as well notice, for the information of the reader,
that the present history has not been compiled only
from the records of the Armenian writers enumerated
above, but also from those of the Greek and Roman
authors, who have noticed such events of the country of
Armenia as were connected with Greece and Rome.
These are Xenophon, Diodorus of Sicily, Sallust, Titus
Livius, Strabo, Pliny, Tacitus, Plutarch, Eusebius
Ceesariensis, Socrates, Procopius, Nicetas and others
too numerous to be detailed here.

V.—Our history is divided into seven parts, each
exhibiting the political changes that took place in the
country. The first part embraces a period of 1779 years,
commencing at the time of the general deluge, or the
year of the creation of the world 1757, according to the
Jewish chronology, or 2663 according to the Septuagint:
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In the beginning of this period the foundation of the
Armenian monarchy was established by Haic, the
fourth descendant of the second general father of man-
kind.  Haic greatly distinguished himself in defeating
the Syrian king Belus, and in relieving his countrymen
from the tyranny of his adversary. For this heroic act
Haic was generally acknowledged as the grand pro-
genitor of the Armenian nation, and all his descendants
are called by the name of Haics (Armenians) after his
name. The Haican power thus happily established by
Haic, was carried to the highest pitch of glory by his
wise and powerful successors, who distinguished them-
selves by prudence and valour in the wars which they
engaged in with the Syrians, the Medes, the Jews, and
other neighouring nations of the East. The kingdom of
Armenia, like many others, had its fall after a long period
of glory and prosperity. Vahey, the last of the Armenian
kings, having rashly entered into a war with Alexander
the Great, was defeated and slain by the conqueror,
who took the country of Armenia under his command.

The second part embraces a period of 176 years
during which time Armenia was considered as a province
of the powerful empire of Macedonia. The Armenians
were at this period ruled by governors sent by the
Macedonians, to whom Armenia was tributary until
the rise of the Arsacidee.

The "third part comprises 580 years, commencing at
the reign of Arsaces the Parthian, who, having rebelled
against the Seleucidee, proclaimed himself an independent
monarch.  Arsaces extended his sway over various coun-
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tries, and released Armenia from the ‘yoke of the
Seleucide.  Hence arose the kingdom of the Arsacide,
under whose government Armenia shone with peculiar
lustre for nearly six centuries. So many prosperous
circumstances are comprised in this part, and so
happy was Armenia in a civil and religious point of
view, that all regard it as the brightest period of Ar-
menian history. The Arsacian kings highly distinguished
themselves in their wars with the Jews, the Romans,
the Greeks, the Persians, and other aspiring foes, who
were tempted by a thirst of conquest to invade
Armenia.  Christianity at this era first rose on the
horizon of Armenia by the mission of St. Thaddeus
the Apostle, who first preached the word of God
in the country, and converted king Abgar, whose
bright example was joyfully imitated by several of his
subjects. The ecclesiastical history of Armenia takes
its date from the beginning of the fourth century, when
St. Gregory the Illuminator flourished, who by his
zealous exertions succeeded in converting thousands of
the population to christianity. The pontificate of Ar-
menia originated in St. Gregory, and has continued to
the present day. The building of churches, the invention
of the Armenian letters, the version of the Holy Serip-
tures, theestablishment of schools, the cultivation of
literature, the foundation of convents and monasteries,
have marked this period with many memorable and
delightful recollections. ~ Under these favourable cir-
cumstances Armenia for a long time enjoyed prosperity
in her political and religious affairs. Time, however,
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soon changed the state of things. ~Treason and disunion
began gradually to weaken the government of the
Arsacidee; Greece and Persia by craft and outrage
succeeded in partitioning Armenia between them, per-
mitting the Armenian monarchs to hold only a nominal
power. The Armenian chiefs were the principal instru-
ments in overthrowing the kingdom of Armenia by their
factious and ambitious proceedings; for, having preferred
a complaint to the Persian king Viram, against their
lawful king Artaces or Artashir, they caused him to be
deposed from his royal dignity. By his deposition the
Arsacide lost for ever their power over Armenia, and
the country successively fell a prey to the strongest
invader.

The fourth part embraces a period of 456 years. Ar-
menia was from this time governed by prefects sent
by the government of Persia, by the caliphs of Bagdad,
and by the Greeks, being oppressed with every kind of
persecution. We see in this part the extraordinary
struggles of christianity against idolatry, the memorable
martyrdoms of the Vardanians and Levondians, the
treachery of the Vasakians, the heroic bravery of the
Vahanians, and of other faithful Armenian chiefs, who
shed their blood in defending their church from the
profanation of the fire-worshippers, the Persians, and the
infidel caliphs. Armenia was literally rendered a
slaughter-house, churches were converted into temples
for the worship of fire; priests were superseded by the
infidel magi; clergy and laity were doomed to imprison-
ment or banishment, and exposed to the tortures of fire
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and the rack. In short, a general gloom  overspread
Armenia till the rise of the Bagratian kings.

The fifth part comprises 160 or 220 years, commencing
at the reign of Ashot, the first king of the race of
the Bagratians. Ashot was elevated to. the royal dignity
under the auspices of the Caliph of Bagdad. During
the reigns of the Bagratian kings, Armenia was for a time
allowed to taste the sweets of peace and consequent
prosperity, yet she was soon disturbed by internal
factions and dissensions, by the incursions of foreign
enemies, and by the cruelties of those powers to which
she was tributary. The calamities of Armenia’ were
finally crowned by the barbarous oppression of  the
Greeks, who being actuated by a spirit of inveterate
enmity excited by religious differences, committed such
dreadful enormities in this unhappy land, as caused
the destruction of the Bagratian monarchy, which was
followed by the most horrid invasions.

The sixth part embraces a period of 300 years,
commencing with the reign of Reuben the First. The
Reubenian princes usually held their court in the
country of Cilicia, and were not invested with the
absolute power of kings. A political intercourse was
maintained with the Crusaders, whom the Armenians
assisted with provisions during the time of a sore famine,
Notwithstanding the wisdom and valour of the Reube-
.nian princes, Armenia was constantly distressed by
mternal commotions, by hordes of invaders, “by ‘the
ncursions of Jenkhiz Khan and the other monarchs
who wielded the sceptre of Scythia, by the cruelties of
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the Greeks, by the irruptions of the Persians, the Egyp-
tians, and several other aspiring foes, to whom Armenia
was in turn tributary. The Reubenian monarchy was
destroyed by the Egyptians, who made Leo, the last
king of Armenia, prisoner, and from that time royalty
was lost to Armenia.

The seventh and last part contains an account of the
expatriation of the Armenians and of the state of the
church to the year 1780. The irruptions of Tamerlane,
the cruelties of Shah Abas, the inroads of the Turks,
and of several other neighbouring foes, have rendered
Armenia almost a total waste, having stripped her of
all that was good and great. The ambitious and factious
proceedings of the patriarchs of Constantinople, combined
with the infamous juntoes of the Thulthulians, the
Jahukians and the Tivrikians, and the turbulent spirit of
other corrupt clergymen of Armenia, have placed a
stigma on the Armenian church which can scarcely ever
be removed, and poured scandal on the memory of the
Holy St. Gregory the Illuminator. The saying of our
blessed Saviour is truly verified in the depraved conduct
of these unworthy ministers of the Gospel, ¢ My house
shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made
it a den of thieves.”

Lastly, with a view to satisfy the curiosity of the
reader, who will be naturally inclined to be put in
possession of some information respecting the events
that have passed in Armenia since the year 1780, I
have thought it necessary to append to this volume a
continuation of the history down to the present day,
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being supplied with matter from the most authentic
sources.

The map prefixed to the first volume is taken from
that published by Father Chamich in his enlarged his-
tory, and appears to be correct.

In conclusion, I beg to offer the present translation to
the reading public with the greatest diffidence, hoping
that it will be kindly received and read by them as the
production of a foreigner, whose knowledge of the
English language must of necessity be imperfect. The
publication of this work will, I hope, afford an ample field
to the historian, the divine, the poet, and the observer of
human life and manners, to exercise their talents in their
different departments, upon the events that are here
recorded of the once great and happy land of Armenia.
I sincerely hope,—and every Christian and philanthropist
ought to hope,—that the present translation will excite
in the breasts of Christians of every denomination a
feeling of sympathy for the fate of my oppressed country,
and rouse the dormant embers of patriotism in the
bosoms of my expatriated countrymen to exert all their
power for the regeneration of Armenia.

Johannes Avdall.
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THE ORIGIN OF THE ARMENIANS.

AFTER the universal deluge, the three sons
of Noah, Shem, Ham and J apheth, fixed them-
selves for a period in the country about Mount
Ararat, upon which, it will be recollected by
all conversant with ancient tradition, that the
ark of their highly favoured parent first settled
on the subsiding of the waters, Here they
multiplied considerably, and the anger of the
Almighty against the sinful children of men,
being appeased, fertility again covered the face
of the earth, and peace and Joy once more took
possession of the bosoms of its inhabitants.
Shem was the first to break the intimate union
which subsisted between the families of his
brethren and his own. Observing the rapidity
with which the little community increased, he
assembled his family, and communicating to the
several members of it his intentions, he bade
adieu to his brethren, and accompanied by his
b
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offspring, set out in a north-westerly directiomn,
in search of a more commodious place of abode.
In the course of a few days journey he arrived
at the base of a lofty mountain, bounded by
an extensive plain, and delightfully watered
by a river, which passed through the middle of
it. He rested two months on the banks of this
river, and gave the neighbouring mountain the
name of Shem, after himself. At the expiration
of this period he resumed his journey, turning
toward the south-east, leaving Taron, one of
his younger sons, to settle in the country about
the mountain to which he had given his name.
The latter, on taking possession of his alletted
inheritance, gave the land the name of Taron.
It was subsequently called Taruberan. He
then distributed to his several children portions
of territory, all of which became, in course of
time, populous provinces.

The families of Ham and Japheth, which had
still remained connected together near Mount
Ararat, in process of time became 0 NUMETOUS,
that they entirely peopled the country after-
wards known by the name of Armenia Major;
the descendants ef the former inhabiting the
western parts, those of the latter retaining the
original settlements about the mountain. It has
been conjectured that the language in common

ase with these people, even at this early period,
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was the Armenian ; it is, however, certain that
no records have been handed down to us by
our forefathers concerning the origin of the lan-
guage; but tradition goes so far as to assert
positively that it is the identical one which
was used by the first settlers in Armenia, who
without doubt were the children of Ham and
Japheth. These are the generations which
immediately lead to the first Armenian lord
or chief: Japheth begat Gomer, who was the
father of Torgomah and Ascanaz: Torgomah
was the father of Haicus, from whom are de-
scended the Haics or Armenians. The etymo-
logical signification of Haicus is, the father or
founder of a particular race of men. These,
as I have before observed, are the Armenians,
who, notwithstanding all the vicissitudes of
fortune, amidst the direst persecutions that
ever visited a people, have preserved the bond
of union with a fortitude which, alas! has only
marked them out to the rest of the world as
fugitives and wanderers, I might almost add,
as anomalies and exceptions to the social com-
pact amongst mankind.

Having given this short account of the origin
of the Armenians, we shall now commence a
detail of the several events that have distin-
guished them under the different modes of
government through which they have passed.
b2




PART I

CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF THE FORMATION
OF THE NATION BY HAICUS, AND THE GO-
VERNMENT OF IT BY MEMBERS OF HIS FA-
MILY; THE WHOLE EMBRACING A PERIOD OF
1779 vYEARs.

CHAPTER I

The Foundation of the Armenian Monarchy
by Haicus.

Yerofthe | s1cus the son of Torgomah, on the dis-

creation of

the world  persion of the descendants of Noah, in search

according

to thedews of new places of habitation, took up his resi-
3

fgct?:hs"e% dence in the country of Senaar in Mesopo-
S tamia, together with his sons and daughters
and their families. At this epoch Haicus was,
according to the Jewish computation, 30 years
of age; but by that of the Septuagint, 130;
his great progenitor Noah was still in existence.

Here he lived for a long period, witnessing the
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events which happened during the erection of
the Tower of Babel; the confusion of languages
that ensued ; the building of the city of Nineveh;
and the foundation of sovereign power in Assy-
ria by Belus. During this time, his descendants
rapidly increased, and his sons Armenac, Ma-
navaz and -Core had already distinguished
themselves by their wisdom and virtue.

The authority which Belus had succeeded
in establishing over the country of Mesopotamia
proving burthensome, Haicus, with his family,
amounting to 300 persons, exclusive of ser-
vants, sought another place of abode. He first
proceeded northward to the country round
about Ararat, and here incorporated with his
followers a number of individuals whom he
found living in a state destitute of al] form and
order. These people spoke the original lan-
guage of their ancestor Noah, but they had for a
long time been almost entirely secluded from
civilized intercourse with their fellow creatures.
Haicus settled his grandson Cadmus, the son
of Armenac, near Mount Ararat, and then pro-
ceeded with the rest of his family to the north-
west.  After a few days journey, he arrived on
an extensive plain, to which he gave the name
of Hare (fathers ;) that his posterity might re-
collect that the founder and father of their nation
was of the race of Torgomah, and the first who

1893 ;
2853.
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took possession of it. Here he built a town,
calling it after his own name, Haicashen, §.98,
founded by Haicus, in which he dwelt with his
descendants ; the surrounding people, not yet
formed into regular society, voluntarily sub-
mitting to the laws he had instituted for the
18 government of his own family.
il 10064 On information reaching Belus, that Haicus
| had withdrawn from his authority, he dispatched
to the latter a deputation, composed of one of
his sons and twenty other persons, to recal him
to obedience. Haicus, as it will be readily con-
ceived, rejected with contempt this arbitrary
invasion of the liberty of himself and his des-
cendants. Belus then had recourse to arms, and
collecting a large force, marched towards Ar-
menia, into which he entered by the settlement
formed, as we have stated, by Cadmus. On the
approach of this hostile body, Cadmus imme-
diately dispatched messengers to his grand-
father, warning him of the nature of Belus’s ap-
* pearance. On the advance of the invaders,
Cadmus, too weak for opposition, took refuge
with Haicus, accompanied by all his family.
Belus then marched forward to Haicashen,
confident of subjugating the newly planted co-
lony by the superiority of his numbers. In
the mean time Haicus, gathered all his male
descendants, with those people who had recently
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submitted to him, and arming them as well as
he was able, set out at their head to repel the
invaders. His first halting place was on the
shores of a lake or small sea called Van,
upon which he marshalled his little army, and
addressing them, declared it to be his intention
on their falling in with Belus's army to attack
that part of it where the latter commanded in
person. ¢ For,” said he, “if we succeed in dis-
comfiting that part, the victory is ours ; should
we, however, be unsuccessful in our attempt, let
us never survive the misery and disgrace of a
defeat, but rather perish sword in hand, de-
fending the best and dearest right of reasonable
creatures—our liberty!” He then resumed his
march, and in the course of a short journey,
came in view of the enemy’s army. The spot

from which Haicus discerned the troops of

Belus was a small eminence in the middle of a
large valley, entirely surrounded by mountains
of terrific height, on the tops of which, opposite
him, they appeared like a gloomy and tem-
pestuous cloud. Belus having perceived the
approach of Haicus, selected some of his best
troops, and quitting the main body of his army,
advanced to attack him. He was completely
cased in iron armour, and surrounded on all
sides by warriors habited in the same formi-
dable manner as their Prince.
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Haicus, observing their intentions, formed
his order of battle, stationing Armenac and his
two brothers on the right of his small force, and
giving Cadmus with his two sons the charge
of the left. He himself took his position in the
front, his followers forming a triangle in the rear.
The fight then commenced by a charge on the
force of Haicus by the invaders. After a
short, but bloody conflict, Belus was repulsed;
and in endeavouring to effect a retreat to the
main body of his army, he fell by anarrow
discharged at him by Haicus, which hitting him
on his brazen breastplate went through his body.
Thus perished Belus at the age of 300 years;
the whole of his army, panic-struck at the re-
pulse they had suffered, and the death of their
Prince, dispersed and fled. ~ Haicus gathered
much spoil from the property which had been
left by the invaders in their flight. To com-
memorate this first success of his descendants
in war, he built a village on the spot of his vic-
tory, to which he gave the name of ¢ Tthe victory
of the Haics.” He caused the body of Belus to be
embalmed and conveyed to Harc, where it was
interred, and a large monument erected over it
as a token of respect to his valour and great:
ness. The place where he fell was thencefor-
ward called the Tombs.

The spoil being distributed amongst the vic-
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tors, Cadmus returned to his former place of
abode, and Haicus, with the remainder of his
people, to Harc. The latter then founded a
monarchical government, and his subjects be-
coming daily more numerous, the kingdom of
the Haics or Armenians began to exhibit an
aspect of power which rendered it an object
of respect to all the states then in existence.
Vardan, speaking of the death of Belus by
the hand of Haicus, calls the latter < the first
champion of religion, for having refused to
offer adoration to the statue of Belus, and for
killing the latter, as the first introducer of ido-
latry amongst mankind !” According to the
testimony of Maribas, Haicus was a man of
an extremely imposing figure, and extraordi-
nary strength ; in height, rather tall, with sharp
penetrating eyes, and hair of a silky softness.
He was so powerful in his arms, that few of his
subjects could bend his bow. In qualities of
the mind, it is related that he was eminently
distinguished, extremely slow and prudent in
forming his determinations; but rapid, even to
impetuosity, in the execution of them. This
description tallies well with the valour and skill
he displayed in all his actions, particularly in his

encounter with Belus. After signalizing himself 1973,
: ; A . e 22033
In various exploits against the powers by which

he was at different times assailed, and forming
c
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a code of laws for the regulation of his infant
monarchy, he died in peace in his own coun=
try; having, according to Gregorius Magistra-
tus, and Johannes Catholicus, attained a very
advanced age. We have no precise account of
the number of years he lived, but it is pro-
bable, according to the general duration of
man’s life at that period, stated in Jewish re-
cords to be from 4 to 500 years, that he reached
the latter age. We have authentic accounts
that he survived 80 years after the defeat and
death of Belus. Haicus was succeeded in his
authority by his son Armenac.*

The Haics or Armenians were also known by
the appellations of Torgomeans, Ascanazians and
Japhethians. The first of these is derived from
Torgomah, the father of Haicus; the second from
Ascanaz his uncle; and the third from Japheth
his great grandfather. The country which they
inhabited was called Haic, . e. the abode of the
Haics. Haicus had seven brothers; Carthlus,
Bard, Movcan, Leca, Herar, Covcas, and Egres.
Carthlus settled in the vicinity of Mount Ormuz,
where he built a fortress, calling it Orbeth, from
the name of his youngest son. This fortress
was afterwards known by the name of Sham-
sholdey. The Chianssubsequently inhabited this

¢ See Hist. B. 1, ¢. 3, and notes 1 to 5.
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part and took the name of Orbethian or Orbe-
lians. The eldest son of Carthlus built the city of
Muzkitha, called after his own name. From him
the Georgians are descended. The remainder
of the brethren of Haicus dispersed themselves
over various parts of Asia, and founded states
which, in the lapse of a few ages, became great
and powerful. Leca, otherwise Lec or Ghec,
is the founder of the race of people subsequently
known by the name of the Leczees.*

CHAPTER IL

The period between the Reigns of Armenac and
Harma.

Ox the succession of Armenac to the govern- 1974;
ment of the Haics or Armenians, he quitted
Harc, where he left two of his brothers,
Manavaz and Core, and accompanied by a |
large body of his people, advanced a few days :
Journey to the north-east, when arriving on a i
plain, delightfully situated at the foot of a i
mountain, by which ran a river of the purest b
water, he halted and built a city there, calling |
it after himself, Aragaz or Armenagaz; i. . the il
abode of Armenac. To the neighbouring moun- é g

* See Hist.B. 1, c. 3. E i
c2 i
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tain he gave the singular appellation of the Foot
of Armenac. Here he fixed the seat of his
government, and lived in peace until his death,
which happened 46 years after he had assumed
the government of his nation. According to
the computation of the Septuagint, this prince
held the supreme authority over the Haics for
a period of 96 years. It is said that Armenac
had 12 brothers and 24 sisters, who, by some
curious caprice or predilection were called,
the former by the names of the months of the
year, the latter by those of the hours of the
day.

Manavaz the brother of Armenac, who with
Core, had continued to reside in Harc, was the
founder of the distinguished race of the
Manavazians. The Buznoonians, of whom we
shall frequently have occasion to speak hereafter,
were descended from his son Buz, who about
this period settled near the north-west shore of
the sea of Akhthamar. Core is the ancestor of
the powerful tribe of the Corcoreans, many of
whom, as will hereafter appear, contributed
greatly by their actions to spread the renown
of Armenian virtue and valour through Asia.

Aramais, the son of Armenac, after the death
of his father, succeeded to the vacant sovereign-
ty. He built a city of hewn stones on a smalk
eminence in the plain of Aragaz, and near the
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banks of the river before mentioned, which had
received the name of Gihon. The new city,
which afterwards became the capital of his
kingdom, he called Armavir, after himself, and
the name of the river he changed to Arax,
after his son Arast. Aramais had several sons,
one of whom Sharah, was the most ravenous
glutton in the dominions of his father. Sharah
had a numerous family, and on that account
received peculiar marks of his father’s favour.
A portion of the most fertile land in the king-
dom, situate near the river Akhoorian, was
given him as a maintenance. Here he settled
himself with his family, giving the country the
name of Shirac. From the insatiable appetite
of this prince, and the abundant fruitfulness of
his lands, arose the ancient proverb, ¢ If you
have the craving stomach of Sharah, ours are
not the granaries of Shirac!” Aramais having
reigned about 40 years, or according to the
Septuagint, 90 years, died, and was succeeded
in his power by his son Amassia.

This Prince fixed the seat of his government
in the city of Armavir. He had three sons,
Gelam, Pharokh and Zolak. Shortly after he
had assumed the supreme authority, he set out
on a journey to Mount Ararat, accompanied
by his sons. On his arrival there he built at the
foot of it two villages, at the distance of a day’s
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journey from each other, both conveniently situ~
ated near springs of the purest water. Here he
settled Pharokh and Zolak, naming the villages
which he gave them Pharacote and Zolakert.
He also changed the name of Mount Ararat,
calling it the Foot of Masis, after himself ; the
district about the base of it he called the
country of Masis. Amassia, shortly after, re-
turned to Armavir, with his son Gelam, and

s died in the 32nd year of his reign. Gelam suc-

ceeded his father in the government of the
Armenians. In the course of a few years, this
Prince appointed his son Harma regent of the
nation, and quitting Armavir with a large body
of people, proceeded toward the north-east,
with a view of extending his dominions, by the
establishment of colonies. Having reached the
sea of Sevan, he built a number of towns and
villages along its shores, giving them the name
of the Royal Establishments of Gelam. This
sea was henceforward also known by the name
of the sea of Gelam, and a high mountain
situated near it, received the name of Mount
Gel or Mount Gelam.

The whole of the lands on the borders of this
sea were given by him to his son Sisac, a man,
it is said, upon whom nature had bestowed the
choicest of her gifts, which by a judicious
education had been carried to a very high state



of perfection. In person he was of a towering
height, and athletic make, yet with a counte-
nance of the highest cast of manly beauty. His
mental endowments and acquirements were of
a no less distinguished nature. He was quick in
his perception, and admirably just in his dis-
crimination ; gifted also with such a persuasive
eloquence, that his rude contemporaries bestow-
ed upon him the surname of the Sawoury, or
the man in whose language shone the highest
He was the most skilful archer of
the age in which helived ; and, indeed, in what-
ever point of view his character is taken, the
same superiority is exhibited throughout. Sisac,
on receiving this country from his father, co-
vered the whole face of it with villages and
hamlets, giving it the name of Sisakan.
sometimes also called Seunic, and from these
two appellations the inhabitants took the names
of Sisakans and Seunics.
tling the condition of this new province, pro-
ceeded eastward, and extended his dominions
as far as the river Core; the inhabitants of the
country, even to the Caspian Sea, willingly
submitted to his sway, and took the name of
Aluans, from one of his surnames.
then returned into the heart of his kingdom,
and founded a city near a stream at the foot
of a mountain, which he called Gelamy, be-

excellence.
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Gelam, after set-
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tween the river Arax and the small sea of
Sevan. This city was subsequently known by
the name of Garnee, from the circumstance
of its having been rebuilt by one of Gelam’s
grandsons of that name. Gelam took up his
residence in this city, and lived there until his
death, which happened in the 50th year of
his reign. Harma, the son of Gelam, who
had been appointed regent during the expedi-
tions of his father, now succeeded to the title
and power of king of Armenia. He fortified
the city of Armavir, surrounding it with stone
walls of great height and thickness. He
also embellished it by the erection of several
magnificent palaces within the walls, and orna-
mented the face of the adjacent country by
building a number of pleasure-houses and
caravansaries for the entertainment of travellers.
He enjoyed his dignity in peace and security
during a period of 31 years, when he died, and
was succeeded by his son Aram.



CHAPTER III

Reign of Aram to that of Anushavan.

Arawm ascended the throne of Armenia on the 233

decease of the late monarch, and by his wisdom
and policy greatly extended the dominions
which had been bequeathed to him. The
Armenian power, under the guidanece of this
prince, was acknowledged from Mount Caucasus
to Mount Taurus, and the study of arts and
arms experienced, during his reign, that nurture
which rendered the Armenians in the succeeding
ages so powerful and respected a nation.
Shortly after his assumption of the royal
authority, his kingdom was invaded by the
Medes, under their prince Neuchar, who had,
for a period of two years previous to the death
of Harma levied contributions on the inhabi-
tants of the frontiers. On the news of the
entrance of these enemies into the country,.
Aram collected a body of troops, consisting of
90,000 men, armed, according to the fashion of
d
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the age, with bows and lances, and making a
hasty and secret march toward the spot where
the invaders lay, took them completely by sur-
prise. Little resistance was made, and the
Medes fled on all sides. A dreadful slaughter
of them ensued, and Neuchar, being overtaken
in his flight, was made prisoner and brought to
Armavir, where he was nailed by the head to
the fortifications of the city. Aram then
subjugated that part of the territory of the
Medes which lies between Armenia and Mount
Zarasp. Three years after these events Armenia
was invaded by Barsham, prince of the Baby-
lonians, at the head 0f40,000 infantry and 5,000
cavalry. He was however quickly met by
Aram and his troops, and defeated and slain.
Aram immediately after this success marched
toward Cappadocia, with an army of 40,000
infantry and 2,000 cavalry. He was gallantly
opposed by Payabis, the prince of that country,
who, however, was defeated and made prisoner.
Aram confined his illustrious captive in an
island in the Mediterranean Sea, conjectured to
be Cyprus, and appointed Mishak, one of his
followers, to the government of Cappadocia,
ordering him to force the inhabitants to use only
the Armenian language. He then returned
to Armavir and made various improvements in
his dominions, as well as in the condition of his
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subjects. This prince was the first to raise the
Armenian name to any degree of renown; so that
contemporary nations, in making mention of the
actions performed by his subjects under his
personal direction, called them the deeds of the
Aramians, or followers of Aram, a name which
has been corrupted into Armenians: and the
country they inhabited, by universal consent,
took the name of Armenia.  This is the origin
of the denomination which now distinguishes
our country among foreigners; and the more
ancient one of Haics, which is similar, and
indeed is the juster of the two, has sunk into
disuse.

Mishak, the governor of Cappadocia, who
is called Moshok by Greek historians, founded
about this epoch a city in that country, and
surrounded it with stone walls. He gave it the
name of Mishak, after himself; but the Cappa-
docians, unable to pronounce it correctly, called
it Majak. The name was subsequently changed
to Cesarea or Gaysarey. This country being
annexed to the dominions of Aram by right of
conquest, and being the first acquisition of terri-
tory he made, received the name of Armenia in
reference to his name: it should be recollected
also, that his paternal kingdom, at the period of
his father’s death, was not known by the name
of Armenia; but, as I have before stated, by that
d2
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of Haic. In the course of time, however, Aram
extended his arms into other countries, which
being reduced, received the name of their
conqueror, like Cappadocia, only with this
difference, that each was numbered according
to priority of conquest. Thus, Cappadocia is
styled the first Armenia; the next conquest,
second Armenia; the next, third Armenia. Here
the progress of Aram’s arms ceased, and the
whole three provinces were thenceforward
called Armenia Minor, in reference to the
country of Haic, which took the title of Ar-
menia Major. One of the fifteen provinces
of the latter, situate near the river Euphrates,
borders on Armenia Minor, and is sometimes,
in allusion to the divisions of the latter, called
the fourth Armenia. At this period Aram was
threatened with a formidable enemy in the per-
son of Ninus, the powerful king of Assyria, who
was a descendant of that Belus who had fallen
by the hand of the great progenitor of the
Armenian nation. Ninus recollecting this cir-
cumstance, meditated revenge on the posterity
of Haicus, and would have invaded Armenia
had it not been for his counsellors, who felt
rather intimidated by the fame of Aram’s
skill and courage. The two monarchs, some
time afterwards, entered into a bond of amity,
Ninus bestowing on Aram a wreath of pearls,
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then considered as a peculiar mark of honour,
and giving him the title of his brother and
colleague.  Aram swayed the sceptre of
Armenia for a period of 58 years, when he died
and left the kingdom to his son Arah. During
the reign of Aram, it appears, that the Arme-
nians first became conscious of the extent of
the resources of their country, and under the
conduct of a wise and warlike sovereign made
the surrounding nations sensible of their weight
as a political body. National glory also first
sprung into existence in the time of Aram;
for, previous to the warlike operations, offensive
and defensive, performed under his directions,
the Armenians had not been accustomed to
distinguish between private and public en-
mity. This era may be regarded as the dawn
of ‘that greatness which the Armenian nation
afterwards attained, and which beamed with
such lustre during the sway of the Arsacidee.
Arah ascended the throne of Armenia after
the death of the late monarch. He was sur-
named the Handsome, from the extreme beauty
of his person. Ninus, who had entered into such
an intimate league with Aram, continued to
distinguish his son with marks of regard no
way inferior to those which he had shewn his
father. Arah considerably improved the king-
dom; and about Armavir, the capital, so many
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buildings were erected by him, and so great
was the content of the people residing near
it, that by common consent that part of his
dominions was called after him, Ararat or
Ayrarat. The administration of public affairs,
at that period, was so highly appreciated,
that, by way of excellence it was named the
Ayraratian government. Some years after
the accession of Arah to the throne, his queen
Nuardus was delivered of a son, who was
named Cardus. Ninus died about this pe-
riod, and was succeeded in the government of
Assyria by his wife Semiramis, who was the
first woman invested with sovereign power.
She was of extremely loose principles, and
having heard of the personal beauty of Arah,
she sent him an offer of her hand and crown ;
or if he did not choose to marry her, she be-
sought him to visit her at Nineveh to gratify
her sensuality, when she would load him with
riches, and permit him to return in safety to
Armenia. Arah, disgusted at the grossness of
the offer of the lustful queen, drove her am-
bassadors with disgrace out of his country.
This brought on a war; Semiramis invading
Armenia with a powerful army, Arah hastened
at the head of his troops to oppose her. On
the opposite armies joining battle, the Assyrian
soldiers were charged by their queen to spare
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the life of Arah, and to endeavour to take him
alive. The issue of the fight proved disastrous
to the Armenians; they were defeated, and
their prince was slain in the 26th year of his
reign. Semiramis, on learning this last circum-
stance, was deeply afflicted ; and having procured
his dead body, endeavoured to restore life
to it by means of magical incantations. The
Armenians, in the mean time, irritated at the fall
of their king, prepared to revenge his death
on the invaders. Semiramis, alarmed at their
preparations, and perceiving that all her at-
tempts were fruitless to recal Arah to life, the
body having already become putrid, directed
the corpse to be flung into a dungeon, and one
of her favourites to personate the unfortunate
Arah, who, as she gave out to his subjects,
had been restored to life by the peculiar favour
of the gods.  This artifice succeeded in pacify-
ing the Armenians, and Semiramis raised the
young Cardus, then 12 yearsof age, to the throne
of his father, directing him to assume the name
of Arah. The Assyrian queen was so pleased
with the salubrity of the air, and the fertility
and picturesque nature of the country, that she
left a splendid mark of her munificence in it,
on her returning to Assyria, having built a
magnificent city on the shores of the sea of
Akhthamar. - Twelve thousand workmen and
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six hundred architects were employed in the
erection of the buildings in this city. It be-
came thenceforward the summer residence
of Semiramis, and was afterwards known by
the name of Van. Cardus, surnamed Arakh
succeeded to the throne of Armenia at the
death of his father, under the auspices of Se-
miramis. This prince, on attaining maturity,
married, and had one son named Anushavan,
who, (through a superstitious idea that those
trees were the favourite terrestrial residences of
the gods) was solemnly dedicated to the poplars
planted around Armavir by king Armenac.
People at that period imagined that those who
were thus offered to the gods would become
the special objects of their care.

On this account Anushavan was surnamed
the Poplar. Some few years after this event,
Ninyas, the son of Semiramis, rebelled against
his mother, and having formed a party vastly
superior to what was attached to the queen,
she was obliged to ‘fly, and take refuge in
Armenia. Here she was received by Cardus
with all the friendship he could demonstrate,
and raising an army he marched with her at
the head of it to reduce her rebellious som.
A battle ensued, in which Semiramis and her
gallant ally Cardus were defeated and slain;
the former in her 62nd year, the latterin his
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30th ; eighteen of which he had ruled over
Armenia.

Anushavan, on the defeat and death of his
father, fell into the hands of the victor Ninyas,
who retained him captive in his palace. At
the time of this unfortunate event, Anushavan
was but 14 years of age. When he attained
maturity, some of the Assyrian nobles, with
whom he had ingratiated himself by his amiable
disposition and manners, interceded on his
behalf with Ninyas, and procured his release
and restoration to a part of his hereditary
dominions, on condition that he should pay
homage for them to the Assyrians, A nushavan,
on agreeing to this condition, assumed the royal
dignity in that portion of Armenia which had
been restored to him, Ee proved a prince of
eminently great qualities, and by the alternate
use of arms and policy, eventually recovered
the whole kingdom. He enjoyed a long reign ;
and died 63 years after the fall of Cardus,
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d CHAPTER IV.

The period between the Reigns of Paret and Sca-
vordee.

Anusuavan died without issue, and the
crown of Armenia fell to the nearest collateral
branch of his family, the supreme power being
still possessed by the descendants of Haicus.

‘;’ggg, The successor to Anushavan, on the throne,
was Paret, a prince of great valour and talent.
He was several times engaged in war with the
neighbouring powers, but always proved suc-
cessful. He died after a reign of 50 years,
during which the Jewish Patriarch Joseph died
in Egypt at the age of 120 years.

o3,  Arbak succeeded Paret on the throne of

%% Armenia, and reigned 44 years, when he died.
Zavan, a prince of great courage and virtue,
then seized upon the supreme authority, which
he exercised with mildness and justice for a
period of 37 years, when he was suddenly taken
off by death. In his days the Athenian and
Lacedeemonian states were founded.

| 2312% PhamaktheﬁrstsucceededZavan,andreigned
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53 years. He was conquered, but restored to
his kingdom, by Sesostris, king of Egypt.
After the departure of the latter from Armenia,
Pharnak built a number of fortresses in his
dominions to protect himself against future
invasions. At this period the Children of Israel
quitted Egypt. On the death of Pharnak,
Soorbecame the king of Armenia. He proved
a great and successful warrior, and was the
idol of his subjects. During his reign the
Children of Israel took possession of Canaan or
the land of promise. Many of the aborigines
of that country took refuge in Armenia, under
the conduct of a leader, named Canaanidas, a
man, as the records state, of immense riches.
From him the Canaanidians, otherwise the
Gunthunians, who are well known in the annals
of our history, are descended. Soor died after
a splendid reign of 45 years.

Havanak, otherwise Hunak, then took pos-
session of the sovereigh power, and exercised it
30 years, when he died. Vashtak, his successor,
reigned 22 years. Haykak the first, was the
next sovereign. He proved a warlike and
skilful prince, and raised the national glory
to a greater height than it had ever before
attained. He attacked and subdued Amindes
the king of Assyria, and obliged him to do him
homage for his dominions. He was not, how-
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ever, equally successful in his endeavours te
compel Belok, the successor of Amindes, to the
same subjection ; for that monarch resolutely
opposed him, and in an action that took place
between the Assyrians and the Armenians,
Haykak was defeated and slain, after a splendid
reign of 18 years.

After his death, Ambak the first took posses-
sion of the kingdom and governed it 14 years.

Arnak was the next sovereign, who died
after reigning 17 years.

He was succeeded by Shavarsh the first,
who built the city of Shavarshan, but reigned
only 6 years. Norayr, his successor, held the
government 24 years.

Vistam, the next king, swayed the sceptre of
Armenia for a period of 13 years—y¥\

Car then held the suprenie power for 4 years,
when he was succeeded by Gorak, who pos-

27333 sessed it 18 years. Hirant the first, after the
3932 death of Gorak, governed the kingdom for 25

years. In the reign of this monarch, Buz the
son of Neptune, founded the city of Byzantium,
now Constantinople.

Unzak succeeded Hirant, and governed
Armenia for 13 years. Gilak was the next
sovereign; he reigned 30 years, and at his
death the kingdom fell into the hands of Horo,
who possessed it only three years.
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The successor of Horo was Zarmayr, who
proved a warlike and successful prince. e
engaged in several wars with the neighbouring
powers, and greatly raised the glory of the
Armenian name. During his reign happened
the famous siege of Troy, and as he was an ally
of the besiezed people, he went to their assis-
tance with a large body of troops. - After
distinguishing himself considerably against the
Grecian besiegers, he fell in an encounter with
Achilles.

This event happened in the year 2818, (or
4017 according to the Septuagint,) and in the
twelfth year of his government of Armenia.
On the news of his death reaching his subjects,
much discord arose amongst the chiefs as to the
choice of his successor; and the interregnum
lasted for about two years. - At the expiration
of this period Shavarsh the second, a lineal
descendant of Shavarsh the first, by the force
of his valour and policy, made himself king,
and reigned prosperously during 43 years.

At his death the sovereignty of Armenia was
seized upon by Perch the first, from the tribe
of Seunics, a man of great skill and courage,
who, by his exploits became the terror of all
the adjacent nations. In these days lived Eli,
the high priest of the Jews. After a glorious
reign of 35 years, Perch died, and was suc-
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ceeded in his power and dignity by Arbun,’
surnamed the Brave, in consequence of the
many gallant actions he performed. His go-
vernment lasted 27 years, during which, Saul
was anointed king of Israel. Perch the second,
the successor of Arbun, was contemporary with
the Jewish King David. Hisreign continued for
a period of 40 years. The kingdom of Armenia
was next governed by Bazuk, surnamed the
Long-lived, by reason of the unusually long
duration of his reign, which extended toa period
of 50 years, during which the temple of Solomon
at Jerusalem was founded. Hoi, succeeded
Bazuk in the government of the nation. and
held it 44 years. He was surnamed.the Terrific,
from . the peculiarly fierce expression of his
countenance.

On the death of Hoi, Husak became king,
and swayed the sceptre 31 years. Ambak the
second, his successor, held the sovereign power
27 years.

Kaypak, the next king, reigned 45 years, and
by the splendour of his military achievements
threw the whole of the actions of his prede-
cessors completely into the shade. Pharnavaz
the first succeeded Kaypak, and governed the
kingdom 33 years. Pharnak the second then
assumed the authority, and exercised it for a
period of 40 years. He was an inactive, inglo-
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rious prince, wasting his time in the most
frivolous occupations, by which the country
suffered a variety of evils, the territory being
repeatedly invaded, and many provinces entire-
ly conquered by the Assyrians.

The succeeding monarch, Scavordee, how-
ever, by his wisdom and valour, repaired all the
injuries the kingdom had suffered under the
weak and impotent sway of Pharnak. He suc-
ceeded In wresting from the Assyrians the
conquests they had made in Armenia, and by
the prudence of his administration rendered his
people as happy as they had ever been under
any of his predecessors. He died universally
regretted, after a brilliant reign of 17 years,
during which period Romulus laid the foundation
of the city of Rome.

CHAPTER V.

The period between the Reign of Paroyr, who was
the first King of Armenia that was publicly
crowned, and that of Erwand the first.

Up to this time, those monarchs who ruled
over Armenia, although they possessed all the
power of absolute princes, had never undergone
the ceremony of a public coronation. Indeed
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the ensigns of royal dignity, the crown and
sceptre, were scarcely known by them to have
an existence, and it was not until an intercourse
took place between the Armenians and Assy-
rians, that the former became sensible of the
importance with which the decorations of a
sovereign prince were invested. It appears
also, from the events that took place in the
reign we are about to notice, that those kings
only who wore the badges of royalty, could
permit other princes to assume them.

On the death of Scavordee, the government of
Armenia was taken possession of by his son
Paroyr; which event happened two years after
the foundation of Rome. At this period Sarda-
napalus, a man of vicious habits and the most
unruly passions, swayed the sceptre of Assyria.
Five years after the assumption of the supreme
controul of Armenia by Paroyr, the conduct of
Sardanapalus became so disgusting to the Assy-
rians, that a rebellion broke out against him,
headed by Arbaces, prince of the Medes, 2 man
of talent and virtue.

This latter, previous to his commencing
hostilities against Sardanapalus, sent to Paroyr
and Belesis, surnamed Nabonazar, the prince
of Babylon, offering, if they would join him
in his projected attempt to dethrone the king
of Assyria, to confer upon them the en-
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signs of royalty, on his being seated on the
throne of Nineveh, which was his object in
heading the Assyrian insurgents. Paroyr and
Belesis having accepted the offer of Arbaces,
and joined him with their respective forces, the
whole three advanced to Nineveh, and expelled
Sardanapalus. Arbaces was then raised to the
throne, and, pursuant to the promises he had
made his two allies, solemnly crowned them
kings of their respective countries. Belesis
then proceeded to Babylon with his family,
where he reigned for a long period with abso-
lute power.  Paroyr returned to Armenia, and
forthwith assumed the crown and sceptre, which
had been so lately conferred upon him. Arbaces
did not retain possession of Nineveh, but
returned to Media some time after he and his
allies had separated. Assyria, by the succession
of various events, was, after the expulsion of
Sardanapalus, at first governed by Tiglath-
pileser; then by his son Shalmanazar, who
conquered Samaria. Sennacherib, the son and
successor of the latter, in an expedition against
the Jews, then governed by king Hezekiah,
lost the whole of his army by the sword of the
avenging angel. On his return to Nineveh, he
was plunged into the bitterest grief by the
reflection of the late defeat and destruction of
his soldiers, and superstitiously conceiving that
¢
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the anger of the gods he worshipped was
kindled against him, he meditated endeavouring
to appease them by the sacrifice of his sons
Adramelech and Sharezer on the altar of the
idol Nisroch. The two intended vietims, how-
ever, got timely information of the cruel designs
of their unnatural father, and seizing their
opportunity, killed Sennacherib in the temple
of Nisroch. They then took refuge in Armenia,
where they were kindly received by king Pa-
royr, who allotted them portions of land for
their maintenance. To Sharezer he gave a
territory in the south-western part of Armenia,
bordering on Assyria. The Sanascons or Sa-
soons, a numerous and valiant race, who prin-
cipally inhabited Mount Sion, claim Sharezer
for their ancestor. = The king gave Adramelech
a country to the south-east of that of his brother
Sharezer. From Adramelech are descended the
great tribes of the Arzrunians and Gnunians.
The posterity of these two Assyrian princes,
in the course of a few ages, became so numerous,
that they established an independent kingdom
in the country in which their ancestors had
first settled, calling it Vaspurakan, and them-
selves Vaspurakanians.
Paroyr, after a glorious reign of 48 years,‘
died in peace at Armavir, in the 50th year of

33005 the building of Rome. He was succeeded in
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bis crown by his son Hirachay the Keen, so {
called from the brightness of his eyes, and who
was also contemporary with Hezekiah king of
Judah. He died after a reign of 22 years. 1
Pharnavaz the second, the son of Hirachay, il
governed Armenia 13 years, and was contem- i i :f[
porary with Manasseh the king of Judah and il

son of Hezekiah.

Pachoych, son of the late monarch of Ar-
menia, ruled 35 years.

Cornak, the son of Pachoych, succeeded his
father at his death, and wore the crown of
Armenia eight years, when he died, and was i
succeeded by his son Phavos, who reigned 17 l i

years.

Haykak the second, the son of Phavos, at the 3395;
death of the latter, ascended the throne of
Armenia. He joined Nebuchadnezzar the great
king of Babylon in his expedition against the
Jews, and on the latter being led into capti- ‘,
vity, Haykak took one of their chiefs, named t
Shambat, together with all his family, and '
brought him into Armenia: from Shambat are
descended the great family of the Bagratians,
which afterwards possessed the throne of Ar-
menia, and which derived their name from the
illustrious Bagarat, who, it will hereafter be
seen, shed such a lustre on the reign of
Valarsaces. Many of the most distinguished

HISTORY OF ARMENIA.
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of this race were called Sumbat, after their
original ancestor, and a few took the name
of Ashot, in memory of Asood the son of
this Jewish chief. Haykak died after a pros-
perous reign of 36 years. He was succeeded
by his son Erwand the first, surnamed the
Short-lived, who reigned only four years. The
sister of this monarch was married to an Arme-
nian chief named Vardkes, who founded a
large city near the river Casakh, calling it by his
own name. It was some ages after rebuilt by
Valarsaces, a king of Armenia of the Arsacidean
line, who gave it the name of Valarshapat.

CHAPTER VL

The Reign of Tigranes Haicus.

Ox the death of Erwand, the crown was taken
possession of by his son Tigranes, who adorned
his dignity by virtues of the highest order.
Endowed by nature with the most estimable
qualities of the mind, Tigranes, by a happy
-union of gentleness and humility in his manners,
gained the affections of all who were in habits
of intercourse with him; and that superiority
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which the powers of his understanding gave him
over his fellow-men, which, in too many in-
stances, is the means of estranging the good
will of others from its possessor, by his unas-
suming disposition was never employed but for
the best purposes. His person was not at all
inferior to his mind, for the perfection of manly
beauty shone in it. He was also distinguished
for the most chivalric bravery, and during his
reign the manners and customs of the Armenians
experienced a complete revolution. Refinement
in dress and living was carried to the highest
pitch of perfection, and the army was com-
pletely re-modelled, upon principles which
afterwards proved the source of so much glory
to the nation. He engaged in several wars
with the adjacent powers, in all of which he
was attended by incredible success. He de-
feated the Greeks, and compelled them for a
long period to pay him tribute. Cyrus at this
period was at the head of the Persian nation, and
had immortalized himself by the most splendid
achievements in war. An alliance offensive
and defensive was formed between this monarch
and Tigranes, which nearly proved the means
of depriving the latter of his crown ard life.*
Ahasuerus, king of Media, who was at this
time at war with Cyrus, no sooner heard
of the alliance that had been formed between
*See Hist. B. 1,¢. 2.
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the latter and Tigranes, than he was seized
with terror, and abandoned all hopes of future
success in the war which he was then pro-
secuting. One evil, it is said, is only the
harbinger of another ; for shortly after, Abasue-
rus received information that Nebuchadnezzar
the great king of Babylon, had joined the
alliance between Cyrus and Tigranes.

While the king of Media was under the
influence of the fears which the coalition of three
such powerful states had induced, he bad a
dream full of dreadful portents. In it, he
beheld a mountain in labour, which, in the end,
produced three warriors. One of these ap-
peared seated on the back of a furious lion, which
he guided toward the west. The second rode
on a leopard, and took a northerly direction.
The third, more dreadful than the other two in
his aspect, was sustained by a dragon, which
forthwith appeared to enter and desolate the
whole face of the country of Media. The king
thought that he endeavoured to stop the pro-
gress of the hero with the dragon, but was
wounded and killed by him.

On his awaking from this horrible dream, he
commanded his wise men to interpret to him
the meaning of the objects his fancy had con-
jured up during his sleep. He was informed that
the first was Cyrus; the second Nebuchad-
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nezzar; but the one who had brought him to
destruction was the formidable Tigranes, by
whom they augured the Medes would be con-
quered. Ahasuerus, alarmed at this prophecy,
determined to make preparations for meeting
the first two in the field; but he resolved to
endeavour to take Tigranes off by assassination.
For the latter purpose he sent ambassadors into
Armenia, bearing magnificent presents to the
king, and begging his sister Tigrana in marriage,
whom, he said, he would exalt to the dignity
of Queen of queens. Tigranes, not suspecting 3446;
the faith of Ahasuerus, readily complied with ****
his desire, and sent Tigrana into Media attended
by a numerous suite, and such as befitted a
princess of the royal house of Haicus. The
marriage was celebrated immediately on her
arrival, and Ahasuerus, in prosecution of his
designs, paid her a respect almost bordering on
adoration, in order to prepare her to second him
in his attempt on the life of her brother. At il
length he disclosed to her his designs, en-
deavouring at the same time to stir up her
Jjealousy against Zarina the wife of her brother,
who, he told her, had instigated Tigranes to
join Cyrus to extirpate the royal family of
Media. < Thus,” said he, ‘“unless you assist
me in procuring the death of Tigranes, we
shall infallibly fall victims to the powerful co-
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alition against us. I, doubtless, shall perish
in defending my crown, but a harder fate will
befal you, surviving, as you most assuredly
will, all your honour and dignities!”

Tigrana, however, was 100 affectionate a
sister to engage in the black designs of her
guilty husband. She appeared to listen to his
proposals with pleasure, but secretly sent
to Armenia, by the means of trusty servants,
a faithful account of all that had occurred
from the period of her leaving it. Tigranes no
sooner learned the fate to which his brother-
in-law had devoted him, than he became
furious, and despatching a messenger to Cyrus,
requested him immediately to push the war
vigourously against Ahasuerus. In the mean
time he levied a large army, and placing Him-
self at its head, advanced to the frontiers of
Media. Here he waited the arrival of Cyrus,
and forbore commencing hostilities, through
affection for his sister Tigrana, for whose
safety he feared, should Ahasuerus suspect
her having disclosed to him the projects of her
husband. About five months after, Tigrana
managed to effect her escape to her brother;
and Cyrus having arrived with a Persian army,
the two princes forthwith entered Media.

Ahasuerus made a faint attempt to protect
his dominions, but he was defeated, and fell by
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the hand of Tigranes, who killed him by a thrust
of his spear. A vast number of Medes fell in
the action, and 10,000 were made prisoners,
among whom were the whole of the women
belonging to the king. The country then
submitted to the victors, and Cyrus added it,
by the consent of Tigranes, to his own domi-
nions. The latter returned to Armenia loaded
with booty, and attended by a vast number of
captives. In gratitude to his sister, he gave
her the city of Tigranakert, which he had lately
built, with a large extent of country in its
environs. The women of Ahasuerus, with the
remainder of the captives, he settled near Nack-
juan and along the banks of the river Arax.
The descendants of these women, proceeding
from the king of Media, were thenceforward
called the offspring of Ajdahak or the Dragon, in
allusion to the name of Ahasuerus, which, in the
Armenian language, signifies a dragon. At this
period, Cyrus, accompanied by Tigranes, ef-
fected the conquest of Lydia, which was then in
the possession of Creesus, but was now added to
the large empire of the former. Shortly after,
the two monarchs besieged and took the city of
Babylon, which was given to Darius, the uncle
of Cyrus, who thenceforward governed it under
the title of king. All the christian nations are
in possession of authentic accounts of Tigranes
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being‘associated with Cyrus in his conquest of
Babylon; for the prophet Jeremiah exclaims,
“ Set ye up a standard in the land; blow
the trumpet among the nations; prepare the
nations against her (Babylon); call together
against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and
Ashkenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause
the horses to come up, as the rough caterpil-
lars.” See Chap. 51, verse 27, &c. It isevident,
by the chronology of the Jews and Armenians,
that, at the capture of Babylon, Tigranes was
king of Ararat. After a glorious reign of
45 years, in which his glory had eclipsed that
of all his predecessors, Tigranes died, to the
great regret of all the nation, leaving three sons
born of his queen Zarina, viz. Bab, Tiran, and
Vahagn. The great conqueror Cyrus died
five years before his ally Tigranes.
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CHAPTER VIL

The period between the Reign of Vahagn and the
Conguest of Armenia by Alexander the Great.

VanacN, although the youngest son of the
late Monarch, took possession of the throne at
the decease of his father ; his two elder brothers
being of a less warlike disposition, quietly
relinquishing their claims. This prince proved
a virtuous and magnanimous character. His
personal strength and courage were so great,
that he was usually called by his subjects
Hercules the Second. He performed many
gallant exploits, and became so renowned that
songs in his praise were composed and sung by
the Armenians and Georgians; wherein, a-
mongst a variety of other valiant actions, he
was said to have fought and conquered dragons.
This alluded, no doubt, to his wars with the
Medes, the descendants of Ahasuerus, who, as
we have related, were called the Dragons.
These songs were current in Armenia even in
the days of the most flourishing state of Chris-
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tianity in that country. Vahagn died after a
brilliant reign of 27 years. A statue of this
monarch was erected in Georgia by the inha-
bitants of that country, in commemoration of
his many great qualities, and according to the
pagan custom in those days, divine honours
were paid him; sacrifices being offered to the
statue. From this prince the tribe of Vahu-
nians are descended, many of whom afterwards
officiated as priests in temples which they had
erected to their ancestor, who, as we before
stated, had been deified.

Aravan the youngest son of Vahagn suc-
ceeded his father on the throne of Armenia, and
held it 18 years. He is the ancestor of the
tribe of the Aravenians.

Nerseh, the son of Aravan, was the next king,
and reigned 35 yesrs. He was succeeded by
his son Zareh, who swayed the sceptre 46 years.
From him are descended the Zarehavenians.
Armog, the son of Zareh, wore the crown of
Armenia nine years. He was succeeded by his
son Baygam, who died after a reign of 14 years.
Van, the son of Baygam, became king on the
decease of his father, and held that dignity 20
years. This monarch repaired the large city
which had been built in Armenia by the As-
syrian queen Semiramis, and changed its name
to Van. Vahey, the son of Van, was the last

@
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king of the posterity of Haicus, who held the
sovereignty of Armenia. In the beginning of his
reign he proved exceedingly fortunate in all the
enterprizesinwhich he engaged, butsuccess for-
sook himat length, and he lost his crown and his
life at the same moment. Alexander the Mace-
donian, about this period, was engaged in war
with the Persians, and as the Armenians were
allies of the latter, Vahey sent to their assistance
an army of 40,000 infantry and 7,000 cavalry.
Darius the Persian king, having been defeated
and killed, Vahey, listening only to the sugges-
tions of his friendship for that monarch, as-
sembled a vast army, composed of Armenians,
Huns, Alans, Georgians, Aluans, and other
nations, with which he advanced against Ale-
xander, determined to revenge the death of
Darius or perish in the attempt. The latter
fate befel him; for in an action that shortly
after followed, Vahey was defeated and fell, after
performing the most heroic exploits, having
reigned about twenty-three years. A vast num-
ber of his army: perished on the field ; many
were made prisoners ; and the whole of Arme-
nia fell into the hands of Alexander. From
this period royalty was unknown in Armenia
until the rise of the Arsacidee.
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PART II

COMPRISING THE EVENTS THAT HAPPENED IN
ARMENIA WHILST A PROVINCE OF THE MACE-
DONIAN EMPIRE, AND DURING THE CONTROUL
EXERCISED OVER IT BY THE SELEUCIDAZ.

ATFTER the conquest of Armenia by Alexander
the Great, it was ruled by Governors. They
were seven in number, following in succession,
several of whom possessed all the power and
state of absolute monarchs. The first of course

“was appointed by the conqueror; the others

were nominated by his successors. Some came
from Macedonia, the remainder from Seleucia,
as will hereafter appear.

CHAPTER L

Embracing the period between the Governments of
Mihran and Hirant.

MiuraN was the first governor of Armenia.
He was appointed by Alexander the Great three
years after the death of Vahey, and after pre-
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siding over the country five years, was recalled
by Perdiccas, then king of Macedonia.

Neoptolemus, a celebrated Macedonian no- s6s1;

bleman, succeeded him. He was a cruel and
haughty tyrant, and harassed the Armenians to
such a degree that they were driven almost to
despair. At this period, Perdiccas the Mace-
donian having defeated the king of Cappadocia,
in a war that had broken out between them,
prince Arithes, the son of the latter, took refuge
in Armenia, and being at enmity with Neopto-
lemus, excited a rebellion amongst the Arme-
nians, the object of which was to expel the
tyrant.

They were easily prevailed upon to make the
attempt, and Ardward or Erwand, the chief of
the Seunics, a valiant and powerful man, having
collected troops in his country, joined the
insurgents, and attacking the tyrant unexpect-
edly, the latter was defeated, and with difficulty
saved himself by flight. This occurred in the
second year of his government.

Ardward having thus expelled Neoptolemus,
and gained the affection of the Armenian
troops and nobles, threw off the Macedonian
yoke, and took upon himself the government of
the nation. Perdiccas was greatly exasperated
on receiving the news of this revolt, and as he
had no leisure to occupy himself with the affairs
of Armenia, owing to the incessant wars in which
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he was engaged, he sent an order to Eumenes,
whom he had appointed governorof Cap padocia,
to take immediate steps for the reduction of the
insurgents.

Eumenes marched with a great force into
Armenia; and after some operations found
that nothing was to be effected by coercion ; he
therefore determined to try mild measures, and
with that view sent a conciliatory message to
Ardward.

¢« Let not Armenia,” said he, ¢ consider it
disgraceful to be under the powerful controul of
Macedonia; and do thou, whohast gotten posses=
sion of the country, receive again Neoptolemus
as governor of it under thy countenance and
support; consent, therefore, to pay the Macedo-
nians the yearly tribute through him!” Ardward,
the successful chief, accepted these terms, yet
doubted the good faith of Eumenes. His reply
to the latter was couched in this language.
« May the sway of heroes be unmolested !
There is no reason why Neoptolemus, the agent
of the Macedonian power, should not be the
ruler of our land. We also know well how to
appreciate the merits of our fellow men; yet let
him beware of acting as heretofore.”

Neoptolemus hereupon returned to Armenia,
and was honourably received by Ardward, who
became his prime minister. But as we have
already observed, the former was an arrogant
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tyrannical character, he took every occasion to

distress the Armenians, and by this means to re-

venge the injury he had formerly sustained from

them when he was driven out of the country. I |
A quarrel however took place between him 3684 : : ji

and Eumenes the illustrious governor of Cap- >

padocia, who had advised him to treat the

Armenians with mildness. Having by flattery

engaged Ardward, the great chief, to espouse

his cause, by his means he raised troops, and

being joined by some discontented Macedonians

residing in Cappadocia, boldly advanced to-

wards Eumenes, but being defeated by the

latter, he was obliged to seek safety by flight
A second battle took place shortly after, in |

which the chiefs of the two armies had a

personal encounter. Such virulence and ran-

cour were displayed by them in this conflict,

that they resembled two wild beasts encoun-

tering with a determination not to desist until

after the destruction of one. Dropping the

reins of their horses, they grappled each other

by the armour, and falling in this position to

the ground, gave and received several dreadful

wounds. Eumenes had stabbed Neoptolemus in

the thigh ; but the latter, undaunted, continued

to fight on his knees, inflicting three severe

wounds in the other’s arm and thigh. Eumenes,

however, succeeded in killing his antagonist, ?
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whose head he severed from the body. The
army of the slain leader fled to Armenia. His
auxiliaries retired to their respective homes.

Some years afterwards, when Eumenes and
Perdiccas were dead, Ardward, the great chief
of the Armenians, whom some of the ancients
style king, assembled a considerable force, for
the purpose of restoring Arithes, prince of
Cappadocia, who had taken refuge in Armenia,
to the throne of his ancestors. The latter,
placed at the head of this army, marched into
Cappadocia, overthrew his enemies, and firmly
established himself in the possession of the
kingdom. Not unmindful of his Armenian
friends he distributed presents to the army, and
sent it back to Ardward, to whom also he
testified his gratitude by many valuable gifts.
Ardward governed the kingdom of Armenia
happily for a period of 33 years, and died to the
infinite regret of the whole people. The power
of the Seleucide preponderating at this period
in the east, whose sway was acknowledged by
the Persians, Medes, Parthians,and Armenians,
a governor from amongst them was readily
admitted as the successor of Ardward. This
individual, whom history designates by the
name of Hirant, exercised the supreme controul
of Armenia for a period of 45 years unmarked
by any incident worthy of record.
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CHAPTER IIL

Comprehending the time that elapsed between the
Government of Artavaz and Artavazd.

Arter the death of Hirant, the government el :
of the country was seized by Artavaz, an i
Armenian chief of great power and influence.
He exercised his power in the most arbitrary
manner. Being naturally of an unquiet ambi-
tious spirit, he, by various successful wars,
extended his dominion to the confines of {
Atropatia and other surrounding countries. J
Elated by his successes, he boldly declared !
himself independent of the Seleucidz, to-whom
he thenceforward refused to pay the usual
tribute.

Antiochus, at this epoch, swayed the sceptre
of Seleucia. Upon his being made acquainted
with the defalcation of Artavaz, he determined
to bring him to reason. He assembled his
forces hereupon and marched with great heat !
toward the latter. The refractory Artavaz, : |
however, not daring to meet Antiochus in the L )

field, was obliged to compromise, and Armenia i
h2 i
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became again subject to the power of the
Seleucidee.  Antiochus withdrew his army,
after being paid the arrears of tribute, and
receiving gifts from the hands of Artavaz. The
latter governed Armenia in peace for a period
of 50 years, when he died.

Antiochus of Seleucia, after the death of Ar-
tavaz, divided Armenia into two governments, of
which one is called Armenia Major and the
other Armenia Minor. Over the former he
placed Artaces, whose principal seat of govern-
ment was the country of Ararat, near the river
Arax, and over the latter, Darius, whose chief
province was the country of Zophs near the
river Euphrates.

About this time war raged between Rome
and Carthage. The latter being worsted, her
great general, Hannibal, was obliged to flee from
the enmity of the Romans. He took refuge
with Antiochus, who shortly after went to war
with the Romans but was defeated by them.
Being obliged by the superiority of these people
to conclude a peace with them, they demanded
the person of their old and inveterate enemy
Hannibal to be given up to them. But as
Antiochus had a personal regard for this great
man, he was unwilling to comply with their
demand, and evaded it by secretly assisting
him to flee to Armenia.
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Hannibal found an asylum with Artaces, the
governor of Armenia Major, and became his
favourite and confidant. He assisted him in
rendering his government more secure and
permanent, and was deemed a great acquisition
by him. Hannibal, during his sojourn with
Artaces, drew the plan of a city, afterwards built
by the latter near the river Arax, which is
connected with the river Mezamore, empha-
tically called the great mother, and he called it
after his own name Artashat. To this place,
which afterwards became one of the greatest
cities in Armenia, Artaces transferred the seat
of his government.

The two governors, Artacesand Darius, having
observed that the Roman power predominated,
withdrew their allegiance from the Seleucidz,
and making a treaty with the Romans, were
by them established in their governments.
They were from this period designated kings.
Hannibal, apprehending danger from this con-
nection with his enemies, withdrew into Crete.
Artaces, beloved by his subjects, daily grew in
power and consequence, and made many im-
provements in his kingdom of Armenia. ~Both
he and Darius governed their respective coun-
tries with a mildness that was productive of as
much honour to themselves as happiness to their

3820 5
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then ruling Seleucia, hearing of the union
of Artaces with the Romans, and that he govern-
ed with regal dignity, sent him a threatening
message, to yield immediate subjection to him,
and claiming payment of the arrears of tribute.

The latter treated the message with contempt.
Antiochus hereupon determined. to enforce
obedience by arms. He marched with a con-
siderable army toward Artaces, who no way
intimidated, met him with the.whole force of
Armenia Major, assisted by other nations, with
whom he was in alliance. Artaces was defeated
and fled. Having no other means of opposing
the conqueror, he reluctantly submitted, col-
lecting all the treasure of Armenia Major for
the payment of the other’s demands. - Artaces,
in ‘the meantime, suspecting that Darius had
instigated Antiochus to this attack upon him,
determined on taking vengeance. Darius,
coming to the knowledge of this, and conscious
of his inability to contend with the other,
sought to appease him by gifts. .+ A reconcilia-
tion by this means was effected; and Darius, to
shew his good faith, placed his youngest son
with Artaces as a hostage.

On the death of Darius, his son Morpheulices
succeeded him in the government of the country
of Zophs. Artaces, hearing of this event,
prepared to . march into Armenia Minor to
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take possession of it. Morpheulices terrified at
the news, immediately applied for aid to Areth
king of Cappadocia. Artaces informed of this,
sent messengers to Areth, saying “ Why need
you interest yourself with the sons of Darius ?
Come and join me. We will kill them and
take possession of Armenia. The one that is
with me, I will despatch; he who is now with
thee, may be taken off with ease, and thus
success crowns our enterprize!” But Areth
was averse to this cruel project and wrote to
Artaces bidding him quit his unjust and bar-
barous designs. Areth furnished Morpheulices
with an army to oppose Artaces. Morpheulices
was a man of gigantic stature and undaunted
courage, fierce and terrible in his appearance,
and skilful in all the practices of war. Artaces,
in the midst of his preparations for the invasion
of Armenia Minor was suddenly taken off by
death, having attained a very advanced age,
and governed Armenia Major for a period of

30 years. His son Artavazd succeeded him. 3841;

He reigned 10 years and was the last governor

of Armenia Major, being succeeded by the
Arsacidze.
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PART IIL

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ARSACIDZE WHICH
LASTED 580 YEARS.

The origin of the Arsacide.

D URING the height of the power of the Se-
leucide, while they controlled all the oriental
nations, there sprang up amongst the Par-
thians a prince named Arsaces, descended from
Abraham by Keturah, who throwing off the
Seleucian yoke, by many successful events,
established himself in the ecity of Bahl, in the
land of Cassoei. His great qualities rendered
him illustrious, and he succeeded in establish-
ing his sway over the Parthians, Persians,
Medes and Babylonians. In honour of his
nation, all the people over whom he reigned
took the appellation of Parthians. His power
in process of time extended to Armenia, which
ultimately swelled the list of his conquests.
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This Arsaces, after a brilliant reign of 31
years, died, and was succeeded in his power by
Artaces his son, who also died after enjoying
his dignity 26 years. Arsaces the Second, a
son of the latter succeeded.

This prince was styled the Great. His glory
far transcended that of his grandfather. He
extended his conquests in India, to the shores
of the Indus. He subsequently conquered the
whole of Armenia. Heexpelled Artavazd, the
last governor of this country, and appointed his
brother Valarsaces king of both Armenia Major
and Minor, to which he annexed the country of
Atropatia. This revolution in the affairs of
Armenia happened in the 40th year of the reign
of Arsaces the Second, or the Great, which is
about 149 years before the Christian era.
Arsaces exhorted his brother to extend his
dominion by arms towards the north-west.
“ As far as your mind conceives an enterprize
practicable, let your valour make the attempt.
For the brave acknowledge no limits. Arms
are their engines of power: the more these are
exercised, the more they possess.”

57
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CHAPTER L

The reign of Valarsaces 1.

52;  'VALARSAcCEs, the brother of Arsaces the

" Great, who was the grandson of Arsaces the
Parthian, assumed the government of Armenia,
and established himself in Nisibis.

He immediately began preparations to carry
into effect the determination of extending his
fame and dominions which the advice of Arsaces
had excited in his bosom. He assembled an
immense army and marched to the borders of
his kingdom, encamping on the banks of the
river Arax, near the city of Armavir. After
remaining here a few days, in order to marshal
his troops, he directed his course toward the
north-west, advancing to the borders of Armenia
Minor, at that time in quiet possession of

Morpheulices the son of Darius, of whom we

have before given some account.

Great apprehension of danger having been
excited by the warlike preparations of Va-
larsaces, a league had been formed by the
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Chaldeans, Lazicians, the people of Pontus,
Cappadocians, Phrygians, and others, the con-
stant allies of the Seleucians, to repel the
invader at whatever poiht he should commence
attack. The brave Morpheulices was appointed
the leader of the combined forces. The hostile
armies at length met. The onset was made by
the troops of Valarsaces. Morpheulices, clad
in armour, in the meantime selected a number
of brave men, daringly rushed into the
enemy’s camp, and penetrated as far as the
tent of the king, killing numbers of the enemy
who had presented themselves to stop his pro-
gress. Here the valiant Morpheulices, finding
himself before Valarsaces his foe, with pro-
digious strength hurled his spear at him, but
the surrounding warriors of the race of Haicus,
and that of Sennacherib, interposed and stopped
the progress of the weapon, thereby preserving
the life of their master. The unfortunate, but
gallant Morpheulices, surrounded by foes, baf-
fled in his object, and attacked on every side,
was at length unhorsed, and became an easy
victim to the numbers of his opposers. He was
slain on the spot. His army, disheartened by
the loss of its leader, was speedily put to flight.
The fugitives were pursued with such slaughter
that their blood covered the plain like an

i9
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padocia, Pontus, Lazicia, Chaldza and Egeria.
They became his tributaries. Returning from
these conquests he visited the country of the
Taics, built a summer residence at the foot of
Mount Paharian, and afterwards returned to his
city Nisibis. Valarsaces at this period, being in
profound peace, expressed a desire to know the
origin of the Armenians, who had boasted of
greater antiquity than his nation; also what
events had taken place in their country, and the
different races of their princes. He searched
diligently for some time, but found nothing
recorded on these subjects, except in some few
old songs, where there were some things related
of this nature, but so obscured by allegory,
that nothing satisfactory could be gathered from
them. Te at length resolved to consult the old
Chaldean manuscripts, and for this purpose
obtained the assistance of a very learned man, a
Syrian, named Maribas Catina, which signifies
Thas the witty, who was quite conversant in
the language of both Chaldeans and Greeks.
This man was sent by Valarsaces with a letter
to his brother Arsaces at Nineveh, requesting
thelatter to permit the bearer to examine the an-
cient manuscripts lying there, for the purpose of
extracting from them whatever might be found
relating to the Armenians. Arsaces, on receipt
of the letter complied with the request, and even
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expressed pleasure at the object of his brother’s
search, The whole of the archives at Nineveh
were then exposed to the inspection of Mari-
bas. Having examined these papers, he found
a manuscript in the Greek character with this
label, ““ This book, containing the annals of an-
cient history, was translated from Chaldean into
Greek by order of Alexander the Great.” From
this manuscript Maribas extracted, in due order,
the history of Armenia, from the time of Haicusto
that of Paroyr, and thence to the time of Vahey,
and then returned to Valarsaces in Nisibis.
This discovery afforded a deal of joy to the king,
who preserved the extracts with great care in
his treasury. Other books having been dis-
covered by Maribas, containing the narrative
of events to his own times, he added to the
extracts from the manuscripts of Nineveh,
others, which rendered the history complete.
He wrote also an account of the exploits of
Valarsaces and his son Arsaces. He wrote the
lives of Arsaces the Parthian, and his grandson
Arsaces the Great, from which it appears that we
have greater claims to antiquity, and that our re-
cords are more authentic, than those of all other
nations, the Hebrews or Jews excepted. Valar-
saces then commenced improving the state of
his kingdom and people. He divided the
former into provinces, over which he appointed
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princes, and the latter into the several classes,
military and civil, to which their talents were
best adapted. He also formed his army into
legions after the manner of the Romans.

What is still more worthy of record, is the
singular and virtuous appointment of two officers
whose duties were of a peculiar nature. The
first of these had it in command to remind the
king of his' duty, when he was tempted to
unjust or cruel measures. The other was di-
rected to impress on the king’s mind the
necessity of punishing crime, and the salutary
effects of example, when he was inclined to be
unjustly or weakly merciful. Bagarat, his coun-
sellor, was appointed by him to the hereditary
office of placing the crown on the king’s head at
the coronation. This Bagarat, as was men-
tioned above, was a Jew, an excellent character,
and of the greatest service to Valarsaces from
his intimate acquaintance with the laws of God.
The descendants of this individual were named
after him Bagratians, many of whom, from their
attachment to their faith, suffered martyrdom
under our kings.

4] Valarsaces had several sons, and to prevent
discord amongst them, and disputes about the
succession to the throne, he established a law,
that only the eldest son should remain with the
reigning king at Nisibis, the others should be




HISTORY OF ARMENIA.

kept at a distance in the province of Hashtens,
where each had estates allotted him and an
allowance from the royal treasury. This law

was observed by all the Arsacide. At length, 387

after a prosperous reign of 22 years, Valarsaces
died at Nisibis. The posterity of Valarsaces,
who swayed the sceptre of Armenia, were called
Arsacide, from their ancestor Arsaces the Par-
thian; like the Persians, whom foreign his-
torians style Parthians, from their being subject
to Arsaces the Parthian.

CHAPTER II

The period between Arsaces the First and Artaces.

Arsaces, the eldest son of Valarsaces, having
succeeded to the throne of his father, rivalled
him in his good qualities. ~He made many
improvements, and added various excellent
orders and regulations to those established by
the late king.. Shortly after he was crowned,
the people of Pontus rebelled. But acting
with promptitude, he marched against the in-
surgents and entirely defeated them. He
erected a statue of stone on the shore of the
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Black Sea to commemorate his victory. This
prince had a spear with a round sharp head,
which had a peculiar property from the circum-
stance of its having been dipped in the blood of
certain venomous reptiles. As he was walking
on the shore of the Black Sea, he threw this
spear at the statue before-mentioned, when,
strange to relate, it entered the pedestal with
as much ease as if it had been clay. The
pedestal was an immense mass of rack shaped
like a mill-stone. The statue of which we speak
was worshipped for a considerable time by the
people of Pontus, who regarded it as the work
of the gods. On a fresh rupture breaking out
between them and Artaces, the son of Arsaces,
they threw it into the sea.

Arsaces was extremely bigoted in religion
and in his reign commenced an unjust persecu-
tion of the Jews. Observing that the Bagratians,
of whose origin the reader is already aware,
did not worship the idols of the country, he
put two of them to death, and issued a pro-
clamation by which they were forbidden all
intercourse with women, unless they bound
themselves by oath not to circumcise their
children and to neglect the observance of their
sabbath. The poor Bagratians having no hopes
of milder usage if they contested the point,
complied with this most unjust decree, but did
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not consent to the worship of idols. The same
kind of persecution was exercised on them
during the reign of Tigranes, the grand-son of
this monarch. About this time, in consequence
of dissensions amongst the inhabitants of the
parts about Mount Caucasus, a prince called
Vund, followed by a considerable body of
people, emigrated from thence into Armenia,
and settled in a place which was afterwards
called Vanand, from his name.

Arsaces, after a reign of 13 years, died,
and was succeeded by his eldest son Artaces.
During the infancy of this prince many were
the delightful hopes he excited in the bosoms
of his grandfather Valarsaces and his father
Arsaces, by his sprightly manners and bold
robust figure. Nor were these hopes doomed
to be blighted by his maturity. The brightest
visions of paternal love and pride in the child-
hood of the prince, were realized in the
manhood of the king. He was great, glorious
and good. His actions greatly eclipsed those
of his predecessors,and he consequently became
infinitely more powerful. At this period of
Armenian history, when Artaces ascended the
throne left vacant by the death of Arsaces, the
king of Persiawas reckoned, amongst his eastern
contemporaries, to have the precedence of the
king of Armenia: but in the splendour of his.
k
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exploits, the latter, in the person of Artaces,
raised himself greatly above the former. Nay,
all Persia was under his controul, and he built
palaces there, and struck money bearing his
name and image, which was the current coin of
the country. His son Tigranes always remained
with his father, where his mind was early stored
with maxims of prudence and virtue, the prac-
tice of which was his continual employment. He
was also trained to the usual military exercises
of a young prince. His daughter Artashama
was given in marriage to Mithridates, the great
and valiant chief of the Georgians, and descen-
dant of Mithridates, the first minister of Darius.
To his son-in-law Artaces entrusted the govern-
ment of the nations about the northern mountains
and the Pontic Sea.

Inflated with the contemplation of his great-
ness, Artaces became vain-glorious, and sought
for gratification in the splendour of foreign
conquests rather than in the task of ameliorating
the condition of his subjects.

For this purpose he assembled an army so
numerous that he himself did not know their
number; for, it is said, it would have been easier
to reckon them by measurement than by num-
bering. Itisalso said, that if this immense army
were to shoot their arrows at midday, the rays
of the sun would be obscured by the greatness of
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their numbers. And, to give an idea of the
infinity of people that followed this prince, we
are told, that on passing a country covered with
pebbles, every man received orders to cast one
into a heap; after all had passed, this heap was
as big as a mountain !

Artaces, with this multitude, set out on his ex-
pedition. Hedirected his courseto the westward,
and subdued the whole of Asia Minor. He then
fitted out a fleet, passed the Hellespont, and con-
quered Thrace and Greece, destroyed the chief
cities in these countries, entered the Morea, and
defeated the Lacedemonians. His fame spread
abroad to such an extent that even the people on
the borders of the Mediterranean trembled at the
sound of his name. Thus, having gratified his
thirst for conquest he returned to Armenia. He
then appointed his son Tigranes to the temporary
government of his kingdom, and again set out
on another expedition into Persia. No resistance
was made against these incursions of Artaces ;
because the Romans, although at that time very
powerful, were engaged in other wars, and had
not the means of resisting him.

On another expedition planned by him shortly
after, a sedition broke out amongst the soldiers,
in which much blood was shed yet without suc-
cess in quelling it; and Artaces, endeavouring
to get away into Armenia from the danger that
k2
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threatened him with the army, wasslain, having
reigned 25 years. Itissaid, that on receiving his
death-blow he exclaimed, ¢ Alas! how transient
and unsatisfactory ‘is glory!” Artaces enriched
and adorned his kingdom with several beautful
pieces of statuary. In particular, be found in
Asia three well-executed brazen and gilt statues
of Diana, Hercules, and Apollo, from the hands
of Scyllis and Dipaenus, two celebrated Cretan
artists, which he sent to Armavir in Armenia.
In his expedition to Greece he discovered and
sent to Armenia five statues of Jupiter, Diana,
Minerva, Vulcan, and Venus. They were ac-
companied by their respective priests. The
statue of Diana, which is also called Anaites,
was afterwards placed by Tigranes at Eriza,
and that of Minerva at the village of Thil.

CHAPTER HL

The reign of Tigranes the Second, and the actions
of Mithridates against the Romans.

Arter the death of Artaces the reins of go-
vernment were seized by his son Tigranes, who,
as we have seen, had been left in temporary
charge of the kingdom when his father set out
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upon his last unfortunate expedition. He effect-
ed the restoration of order and tranquillity
amongst his subjects, which had been so sadly
broken during the last years of the reign of his
father. He nominated his brother-in-law Mi-
thridates to the importaift and honourable office
of prime minister.

In the first year of this prince’s reign the
kingdom was invaded by the Greeks, who ima-
gined from the state of confusion that followed
the death of the king, and the youth of his
successor, that Armenia would become an easy
prey to a bold and enterprizing enemy. In this
however they were deplorably mistaken. On
the first news of the approach of the Greeks,
Tigranes, accompanied by his relation Mithri-
dates, placed himself at the head of a few troops,
and attacked the invaders with such skill and
determined bravery, that they received a total
overthrow ; and the survivors were very glad
to relinquish their hopes of a splendid conquest
for the certainty of personal safety. The
kingdom was soon cleared of these adventurers.
Immediately after this event Tigranes repaired
to Majak or Cesarea, taking possession of Asia
Minor, which he placed in charge of Mithridates,
appointing him king of Pontus and the regions
about the Mediterranean. To enable the latter
to remain firm in the government which had
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been conferred upon him, Tigranes left with
him, on his departure, a considerable number of
troops. After their separation, we are told that
Tigranes became daily more powerful. ~Many
countries were subdued by him, whose kings
were kept captive at his court, to render more
splendid the daily state in which he lived.
This fact is authenticated by the Roman
historians. We are informed, that many un-
fortunate kings, prisoners at his court, were
obliged to stand in his presence with their arms
folded on their breasts, in token of the absolute
power he had overthem. Four of these wretched
monarchs were obliged to be constantly in
attendance on him dressed in their regal robes.
To such an extravagance was the state of this
pompous prince carried, that when he exposed
himself to his subjects publicly on horseback,
his unfortunate royal captives were obliged to
precede him on foot.

Mithridates, hisbrother-in-law, rendered him-
selfno less glorious. He extended his dominions
even to the borders of Scythia. Hissubjects and
tributaries comprised 22 nations; and itisrelated
that this prince conversed with equal fluency
in the whole of the languages spoken by these
people. He never needed the aid of an inter-
preter.

Cappadocia, one of the newly acquired king-
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doms of Mithridates, was placed under the
dominion of his son Ariarath, a child of eight
years of age, assisted by a man of experience
and talent named Gordius.

The Cappadocians having appealed to the
Romans against the usurpation of Mithridates,
they sent to their assistance Cornelius Sylla the
younger, of Cilicia, a renowned captain. This
latter, having entered Cappadocia, encountered
and overthrew Gordius, the guardian of the
young Ariarath, and placed upon the throne
Ariobarzan, of the family of the ancient kings
of that country.

Mithridates was no sooner informed of the
success of Sylla, and the expulsion of his son,
than he dispatched a messenger to Tigranes
for assistance. The latter sent two of his
generals, Mihran and Bacoor, against Cappa-
docia, the newly-appointed king of which,
Ariobarzan, with his ally Nicomedes, king of
Bithynia, not daring to meet the invaders,
fled to Rome. As soon as the Armenian
leaders entered Cappadocia, they restored the
young Ariarath to his throne. Elated by the
success of this his first contest with the Romans,
Mithridates collected a large army, and put to
sea a fleet of 300 sail for the purpose of annoying
them and their allies. The Romans, duly
informed of these measures of Mithridates,
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sent against him a force said to amount to
200,000 men.  Against this immense army
Mithridates contended with various success for
some time, although his troops were infinitely
inferior in point of numbers, yet they were
enriched with the spoil of the Romans. One of
the generals of the latter, named Aquilus Manius,
commanding a body of 4,000 cavalry and 40,000
infantry, was met and routed by the troops of
Mithridates ; 10,000 of the Romans were slain,
300 made prisoners and the rest dispersed.
Aquilus with difficulty made his escape by night
over the river Sangar, and took refuge in Per-
gamus ; but some time after, having fallen into
the hands of Mithridates, the latter caused
molten gold to be poured down his throat, say-
ing, « Since thy love of gold is so insatiable, take
thy fill of it, and acknowledge my generosity in
thus bestowing it!” Mithridates, after a war of
two years with the Romans under Cornelius
Sylla, was obliged to sue for peace, in the city
of Dardanum in Phrygia, which was granted him
upon condition that he would relinquish all
claims to the kingdom of Cappadocia, which
thenceforward was to be possessed by Ario-
barzan, under the protection of the Romans.

About this period the Seleucians, indiscontent
with their king, sent to Tigranes, offering him
the dominion of their kingdom, on condition that
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chus, who was then upon the throne. Tigranes
hereupon advanced against Antiochus and de-
feated him, to the great joy of the Seleucians,
whom he thenceforward governed. He also
subdued the whole of Assyria, with the excep-
tion of a few unimportant places. On his leaving
Seleucia he appointed a viceroy over it, of the
name of Mazdat, a nativeof Antioch. He after-
wards made an incursion into Palestine, whence,
on his return to Nisibis, he brought a number of
Jews, to whom he gave the village of Vardkes,
‘ nearthe river Casakh, at which place they settled.

J he would deliver them from the power of Antio-

On the death of Cornelius Sylla, the cele- e

brated Roman general, the treaty made by him
‘ with Mithridates was revoked by the Roman
Senate, and war again declared between them
and him. Mithridates having informed Tigranes
of the rupture, the latter, by a forced march of
his army, entered Cappadocia unexpectedly,
and subdued the whole country, out of which he
drew 30,000 of the population, and sent them to
Armenia, where they had villages and towns
allotted to them for settling in. He then return-
ed to his own kingdom, after having dispatched
to Mithridates a large body of Basenian troops
reinforce his army. A considerable detachment
of Armenians was previously in the army of this
prince.

1
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The forces which Mithridates had assémbled
for the approaching war with the Romans
amounted to 16,000 cavalry, 140,000 infantry
disciplined after the manner of the Romans, and
100 armed chariots.

With these he conquered the whole of Upper
Asia, being attended with success in every
encounter. His naval armament was ‘no less
formidable than his forces on land, for the sea
was covered with his ships. The Roman army
opposed to him, was commanded by Lucullus,
with Cotta as his lieutenant, both renowned
warriors. They were however obliged to re-
treat before Mithridates, who attacked and drove
them as far as the gate of Chalcedon, in which
city they-took shelter. Here a battle was shortly
after fought, the result of which was extremely
fatal to the Romans, numbers of whom wereslain
by the victorious troops of Mithridates. In the
harbour of this town 60 Roman ships were also
captured, the crews of which were indiscrimi-
nately slaughtered. Four of their gallies were
also burnt. It is said that on this memorable
occasion the dead bodies of the Romans actually
covered the land and sea. Mithridates imme-
diately after gave an account of this exploit to
Tigranes and the king of Persia, whoparticipated
m his joy on the occasion.

He then set forward with his victorious army
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to lay siege to the city of Cyzicus, near the
sea of Marmora, belonging to the Romans.
With his usual promptitude he commenced a
vigorous attack upon it, but the works being
strong he was unable to make any impression
upon them. He therefore turned the siege into
a blockade.

But, unfortunately, provisions began to be
scarce, and famine and its consequent effect,
disease, broke out in his army. At this juncture
Lucullus arrived with a powerful army, and at-
tackingthe troops of Mithridates, easily obtained
avictory, by reason of their enfeebled condition.
Great slanghter was made by the Romans
amongst the troops of Mithridates. He, with
a chosen body of men, succeeded in breaking
through the main body of the enemy, which
had hemmed him in, and retreated to Pontus.

Lucullus hereupon marched through Asia
Minor, taking possession of all the places which
were in the interest of Mithridates, who was
unable to offer any opposition.

The Roman soldiers who were with Lucullus,
seelng no enemy with whom they could contend,
began to murmur, expressing their dissatis-
faction that he did not lead them against
Mithridates. But Lucullus was unwilling to
force the latter to extremity, saying, in answer
to the murmurs of his troops, ¢ If we persist in
12
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the pursuit of Mithridates, he will obtain aid
from Tigranes, and who can withstand Azs
power?”* Mithridates again appearing In arms
against the Romans, mutinies and treasons broke
out among his troops; several of his generals
deserting him and going over to the Romans.
At length, utterly despairing of success in his
contest with these people, he retired in a state
of despondency to Armenia. Tigranes was so
much offended at his conduct in thus relinquish-
ing all hope, that he would not suffer him to
appear in his presence for one year and eight
months.

CHAPTER 1V,

The Eaxploits of Tigranes against the People of
Ptolomais, and afterwards against the Romans.

43 i WarLe Mithridates was thus a fugitive in
Armenia from the Roman power, queen Selena,
otherwise Cleopatra, the consort of Antiochus
Pius, who, as we have seen, was driven out of
Seleucia by Tigranes, excited a rebellion
amongst the Assyrians and Seleucians, against
the power of the Armenians. It will be recol-

* See Hist. B. I, c. 6.
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lected that Tigranes in his conquest of Assyria,
had left a few unimportant places in that
kingdom unsubdued. These were possessed by
queen Selena, the instigator of the rebellion
alluded to. Her principal town was Ptolemais,
whither all the rebels had repaired. Tigranes,
on coming to the knowledge of this circum-
stance, drew together an army and besieged
Ptolemais. He captured it, but the queen
effected her escape to one of the fortresses of
Seleucia, where, being pursued, she was taken
and put to death. The Jews in Palestine fearing
some hostile intention towards them, from
the army collected by Tigranes, their queen
Alexandra Selena, with the princes of her
country, sent ambassadors to him while besieg-
ing Ptolemais, deprecating his anger and offering
him valuable presents. ~They besought him to
look with an eye of kindness on their nation, and
to desist from all intention of injuring them.
Tigranes was pleased with the embassy, and
promised to regard the Jews as his friends.
The Bagratians were under the greatest ap-
prehension that some injury was meditated
against them, but their fear was groundless.
After he had quelled this rebellion, Tigranes
returned to Mesopotamia.

On the news of the arrival of Tigranes at
Antioch, Lucullus, the Roman general, sent one
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of his officers named Appius to him, requiring
the immediate delivery of Mithridates to the
Roman State. ““ In the event of a refusal,” says
he, ““ we are prepared to commence hostilities
with you.” Tigranes replied, that it was impos-
sible for him to comply with the demand of the
Roman general, since Mithridates was con-
nected with him by ties of kindred. With this
answer he dismissed Appius, after having
War now became

loaded him with presents.
inevitable between Tigranes and the Romans.
Mithridates was immediately put in command
of 10,000 cavalry, and dispatched with them to
Pontus.

Lucullus, with his army, advanced upon Ti- |
granakert and laid siege to it. Tigranes, hearing
this, sent 6,000 troops to the place, which, taking
the Romans by surprize, broke through their
camp, entered the city, and succeeded in rescu-
ing many of the king’s concubines who resided
there ; and besides carried off a large quantity of
treasure, with which they returned to Tigranes.

On the publishing of this exploit the Romans
were struck with shame and astonishment. Ti-
granes, having completed his warlike preparation,
marched te meet Lucullus, attended by 360,000
men, all clad in iron armour. Lucullus hearing of
this was much alarmed, and having left some
troops at Tigranakert to continue the siege ad-
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vanced towards the king with 24 cohorts and
1,000 slingers and archers, and having approach-
ednear the Armenian army pitched his camp ona
large plain. When Tigranes observed the Roman
troops, he exclaimed with contempt, “ Who are
these ? Ambassadors or enemies ? If the former,
they come in large numbers; if the latter, they
are very few.” With this show of contempt,
he gave himself no further trouble in providing
against the chance of a defeat, but considered
the Romans as already overthrown. He be-
took himself to his usual amusements, in which
he was imitated by his soldiers. As for the army
of Lucullus, they were greatly alarmed when
they observed the vast army marshalled against
them, and intimated to their commander a desire
to commence a retreat. But Lucullus, know-
ing the careless security into which Tigranes
was lulled by his too great contempt of the foes
with whom he had to contend, encouraged his
troops, telling them not to think of the numbers
of the Armenians, but of the quantity of spoil
they would secure in conquering them.

His language inspirited them, and they all
demanded to be led to the attack. Tigranes in
the meanwhile remained in a state of careless
inaction, through a too great confidence in his
numbers, and never dreamed of the possibility of
an attack from the Romans until it actually com-
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menced. Then all was confusion: the Romans,
led on by their resolute commander, took the
Armenians by surprize, and Tigranes, not being
able to form his troops in order, directed the
trumpets to sound a retreat. Butit was too late:
the Romans, by their judicious arrangements,
soon made the Armenians take to indiscriminate
flight: 5,000 of them were left dead on the
field and many taken prisoners.

Tigranes himself took shelter in a fortress
with some of his troops; the remainder dispersed,
seeking shelter where they could. Lucullus then
returned to Tigranakert, which he afterwards
took and found in it vast treasures. ~About this
time the cavalry of Tigranes in an excursion
fell in with that of Lucullus, and gave it a
complete overthrow.  The Roman general
being apprized of this, advanced against the
Armenian horse with a body of lancers. The
former retreated, feigning a flight, and on being
pursued with more haste than judgement by
the Romans, they turned about, and made such
a desperate charge, accompanied by a flight of
arrows, that almost the whole of the lancers
were either killed or wounded. It is recorded
by the Roman historians that the Armenian
cavalry was the best in the world. The arrows
which they discharged were barbed at the
points, rendering them extremely dangerous, the
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wounds they gave being dreadful, from the
difficulty of extracting them from the body.
And as they were extremely expert in the
shooting of these weapons, scarcely one missed
its object. The Roman lancers, unused to
such enemies, fled in disorder. During the
war between Tigranes and the Romans, Mazdat,
the viceroy of Seleucia, rebelled against  his
benefactor, and caused Antiochus the 10th to
ascend the throne of that kingdom, after it had
been under the rule of Tigranes 14 years.

In the meanwhile Tigranes, burning with
resentment against the Romans in consequence
of his late defeat, appointed Mithridates to
command an army against them. He continued
fighting with various success.*

Tigranes once more made an incursion into
Cappadocia with a powerful army : Lucullus,
who was to oppese him, having marshalled
his troops, found that fear prevailed amongst
them, of which he himself was not entirely
divested, and when he attempted to lead
them to attack Tigranes, numbers of them
deserted, and those who remained firm were
too few to effect any thing. Cappadocia
consequently fell into the hands of Tigranes,
who restored it to Mithridates. From that
period the latter began to recover the whole of

* See Hist. B.II, c, 8.
m
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the places he had lost during his first unfortunate
war with the Romans.

Lucullus was shortly after superseded in the
command of the Roman army in the east by
Pompey the Great. Between him and Mithri-
dates many battles were fought. The latter
having collected an army of Scythians combated
with great success, and succeeded in regain-
ing the whole of Pontus. But what all the
power of the Roman State had been unable to
do for so many years, treachery at last effected:
he was deserted by his prime minister, who had
permitted himself to be seduced by the Romans,
whom he joined with all his power and in-
fuence. His chiefs followed the example of his
minister, and to crown the whole, his illegitimate
son Pharnaces, forgetful of every principle of
filial piety, raised an insurrection even in his
camp, and marched with the insurgent soldiers
to the attack of the fortress in Pontus, in which
Mithridates had taken up his residence. At
this moment despair seized him. He caused
his two daughters Mithridata and Neussa, one
betrothed to the king of Egypt and the other
to the king of Cyprus, to be called before him,
and having pathetically bewailed the events
which had necessitated him to the measure he
was about to take, he produced a cup of poison,
which he declared it to be his intention to
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drink, and advised them to die with him. They
solicited their father to permit them first to
perish, and taking the cup from his hands, drank
a part of the poison of which they soon ex-
pired.

The wretched Mithridates drank the remain-
der, which not operating as quickly as he wished,
he stabbed himself with his sword, which
failed in producing the desired effect. He then
sought to make the poison operate by walking.
In the meantime the mob penetrated into the
fortress and surrounded him on all sides, on
which he called out to a soldier to guide his
hand, and with a great effort plunged his sword
into his breast, fell and expired. Thus perish-
ed Mithridates, after ruling various tribes for a
period of 50 years.*

83

Before this event happened, Tiran, the son of 339,

Tigranes, having ingratiated himself with some
of the Armenian chiefs, excited a rebellion
against his father, and induced Arshez the
king of Persia to join him. They marched
against and captured several cities in Armenia.
But having laid siege to the city of Artashat, it
was so well defended that their efforts to reduce
it were unavailing. After remaining before it
some days, Arshez grew weary of the enter-
prize, and returned to his country. Tigranes,
* See Hist. B. II, ¢. 9.
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who at this moment was engaged in a distant
quarter, no sooner heard of this revolt than he
marched with haste toward the rebels.

Tiran, not being sufficiently strong to make
head against his father’s forces, was obliged to
make a precipitate retreat. Having no other
resource, and being unwilling to encounter the
anger of his father, he fled to Pompey. This
general, guided by Tiran, entered Armenia, and
shortly after made a peace between the Romans
and Tigranes : the latter relinquishing all
claims to that part of the countries of Assyria
and Pheenicia lying between the Euphrates
and the sea, to be thenceforward possessed by
the Romans. He also gave up a part of Cap-
padocia and Cilicia. ~Tigranes bestowed great

gifts on Pompey, with whom he entered into

friendship. To each soldier of the Roman
army he gave 150 pieces of silver, to every lieute-
nant 1,000, and to the captains 10,000 each.
The two sons of the unfortunate Mithridates,
whose names were Mithridates and Arsham,
were delivered up to Pompey, with whom they
proceeded to Rome. Here, shortly after, was
formed that celebrated triumvirate by which
the government of the three quarters of the
globe were divided between Pompey, Cesar,
and Crassus.

After the peace between Tigranes and the




HISTORY OF ARMENIA.

Romans, the former appointed his son Artavazd
to reign over the country of Ararat. This event
happened in the 33rd year of his reign, when
the king was in Mesopotamia.

Gabius the Roman general, having been sent
to superintend the government of Assyria lately
ceded to the Roman power by Tigranes, there
ensued a quarrel between them, in which Ti-
granes flew to arms, and attacked and conquered
several places which he had before yielded up.
Gabius alarmed for the safety of his govern-
ment, speedily made peace with him, and as a
means of conciliating his friendship, restored his
two nephews Mithridates and Arsham, who, as
we have related, had been before taken away by
Pompey. Gabius shortly after went to Egypt
to assist king Ptolemy against the Alexandrians.
Crassus, that member of the triumvirate before
alluded to, to whom the government of Asia was
allotted, about this period came into Assyria,
where he established the seat of his empire.
Having, however, engaged in a war with the
Parthians, he was killed in an engagement
with that people.*

Cassius was the next governor of Assyria.
Bibulus succeeded him. The latter was much
harassed in his government by the Armenians,
but finally the Romans succeeded in obtain-
* See Hist. B. II,¢. 10 and 11.
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ing possession of the whole of Assyria, part of
which, as we before observed, was under the
government of Tigranes.

CHAPTER V.

Other Transactions which occurred in the days of
Tigranes.

3963:  Ar this time Tigranes the king of Armenia,
who was now advanced in years, fell sick. And
as he was greatly beloved by his officers and
ministers, an universal dejection prevailed. The
circumstances with which we closed our last
chapter respecting the loss of the Assyrian
provinces being at this time communicated to
him, contributed not a little to render him
uneasy. The Romans were about making an
expedition to the east for the purpose of aveng-
ing the death of Crassus.  Their military pre-
parations for this purpose being made known to
Tigranes, he apprehended some danger from
them. At length he determined on making an
alliance offensive and defensive with Arshez
the king of Persia. This measure could only
be done by a voluntary relinquishment of that
right of precedency which his father Artaces
had succeeded in wresting from the Persian
monarchs, Reflecting on the improbability of
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bis son being able to keep it, from his imbecility
and the powerful enemies he had to contend
with on all sides, he determined on sacrificing
it. To do this the more effectually, and to
render the league more binding, Tigranes agreed
to give his daughter in marriage to Bacur the
son of Arshez.

The king of Persia hereupon sent the Arme-
nian monarch a large army commanded by his
son Bacur or Pacorus. He also authorized
Tigranes to treat with the Romans in his name,
as his wisdom should direct. Tigranes also ob-
tained the alliance of Barzaphran prince of the
Rushtunians, to whom he confided the charge
of the Armenian army, with the supreme com-
mand of all the combined forces, as well Persian
as Armenian. Bacur merely received the rank
of general in consequence of his high birth and
dignity. The allied army marched against the
Romans.  Barzaphran's first campaign was
directed against the Assyrians. Setting out
from Upper Mesopotamia he speedily overran
Assyria, and invaded Pheenicia. Antonius made
an attempt to stop his progress, but, through the
weakness of his army, was obliged to retreat
before the invaders. He shortly after went to
Rome. In this stage of the successes of the
combined armies, Antigonus, son of Aristobulus,
made an offer to the princes Barzaphran and
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Bacur, through the medium of his friend
Lysanias the prince of Assyria, that if they
would dethrone Hyrcanus, the king and pontiff
of Jerusalem, and place him in the government
of that city, he would present them with 1,000
talents of gold, and 500 handsome women.
Barzaphran gladly accepted the offer, and divid-
ing his troops, sent Bacur with a portion along
the sea coasts toJudea, and ke with the remainder
marched toward the Mediterranean. He drove
the Romans before him, and advanced as far as
Iconium, whence he returned to Assyria, for the
purpose of joining his colleague Bacur in Judea.

Before their junction, however, the latter,
assisted by Antigonus, had laid siege to Jeru-
salem. Hyrcanus, the king of this city, was
assisted by Herod and his eldest brother
Pheeselus, so that a strong resistance was made.
Nothing was effected until the approach of
the Pentecost, when Hyrcanus and Pheselus
hearing that Barzaphran was on his march to
Judea to join the besiegers, sent messengers to
him suing for peace. He received them with
much pretended respect, and dispatched to
Jerusalem a body of horse, under the com-
mand of Gnelus, the butler of Tigranes, of the
tribe of the Gnunians, with theavowed purpose
of making a peace between Hyrcanus and
Antigonus, but with the secret design of as-
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sisting thelatter. Hyrcanus, however, not liking

the appearance of such a large body of men,

would admit only 5600 within the walls of the city.
Gnelus, meanwhile, began to act his part within.
He endeavoured to persuade Hyrcanus and
Pheselus to go to Barzaphran, promising them
that he would intercede in their behalf. Hyr-
canus and Pheeselus hereupon sent messengers
again to Barzaphran, requiring an oath from him
to assure them of personal safety if they visited
him. Barzaphran swore by the Sun and Moon,
by all the Godsof the Parthians, and by the lives
of Tigranes and Arshez, that they should be
safe in their intended journey to him. Hyrcanus
and Pheeselus, placing confidence in these assur-
ances, feltinclined to go; but Herod, doubting
the good faith of Barzaphran, and suspecting the
treachery of Gnelus, advised them to decline
the offer. They, however, confided in the oath
of Barzaphran, and after making over the city
to Herod, started to perform their journey.
They met Barzaphran at the village of Egtipon
on the sea-shore.

He received them with much apparent res-
pect, but leaving them shortly after, ordered
his troops to seize and deliver them fettered into
the hands of Antigonus. As soon as they
came into the presence of the latter, he fell on
Hyrcanus and bit off his ear, in order that in
n
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‘the event of his subsequent release, it might be

impossible for him to retain the office of high
priest of the Jews ; there being alaw amongst
these people, that all the priesthood should be
entirely free from spot or blemish in their
persons. Pheeselus, the brother of Herod, struck
with terror at the sight of this action, endea*
voured to kill ‘himself by beating his head
against a stone, his‘hands being bound. He in-
flicted a severe wound on himself, although it
had not the effect he wished. A'surgeon being
sent for to attend upon him, he was soon made
away with by the application ‘of poisonous
dressings to the wound in his head; secretly
directed by Antigonus. After these events
Barzaphran sent directions to Gnelus, who had
been so successful in his projects with regard to
Hyrcanus and Pheselus, to endeavour to in-
veigle Herod also into his hands. But the
latter, alarmed by the state in which Hyrcanus
was kept, and aware from private information
of the deceitful character of Gnelus, was
proof against all his machinations. Not deem-
ing it, however, safe to remain i Jerusalem,
with a few of his relations he quitted it by
night, and took refuge in the fortress of
Masadan in the land of the Edomites. After
providing for the safety of his family at this
place, he went to the city of Petra, where
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having collected 3,000 talents, he offered them e B

J to Barzapbran for the liberation of his brother, : !
) not being at this time aware of his tragical fate.
When this was related to him he fell into an
agony of grief, and quitting his country, departed e
for Rome. Ll

Meeting with no further opposition, the allied
Armenian and Persian army took possession of
Jerusalem, where they found immense trea-
sures belonging to Hyrcanus and his followers.
Not content with these, they plundered several
provinces, which were brought to the greatest i
;' distress by their depredations. They took the ||
| city of Marissa by storm and razed it to the 1
ground. Barzaphran then caused Antigonus to
be proclaimed king of the Jews, and leaving
him in quiet possession of his threne, returned
towards his ewn country. He left troops for
the preservation of the newly-acquired king-
doms of Assyria and Cilicia, and ordered
Bacur, attended by Gnelus and the cavalry
of the two armies, to remain in Mesopotamia.
He, with Hyrecanus and other captives, proceed-
ed to Armenia, where Tigranes was waiting to ‘

receive him. The prisoners being presented to

the latter, he assigned the Jews taken at the

storm of Marrissa, a dwelling place in Semi- ‘
ramakert. In the meanwhile the Romans, 'l\
being made acquainted with this expedition of M ‘ f
n2 I
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the Armenian and Persian armies, appointed
Herod king of the Jews, and sent Ventidius, one
of their generals, with a large force, to put him in
possession of his kingdom, and to protect him
from his enemies the Persians, Armenians, and
partizans of Antigonus. On the arrival of
Ventidius in Assyria, he soon cleared the
country of the small body of men appointed by
Barzaphran for its defence. The Roman
army, after leaving a body of troops near the
Euphrates, under the command of Silon, march-
ed toward Jerusalem, to which they laid siege,
but without effecting any thing. The Armenians
and Persians during this time were mustering
their forces to march against the enemy. They
came upon Silon on the Euphrates, and vigo-
rously charging his troops, massacred them
almost without exception. Silon however,
effected his escape to Ventidius. The latter was
attacked by the troops of Mesopotamia, headed
by the Persian prince Bacur and Gnelus. In
this battle, which was severely contested, Bacur
was killed, together with a vast number of the
Armenian cavalry and Persian infantry.

At this period Tigranes, king of Armenia,
died at the age of 65, having been seated on the
throne 54 years.*

* See Hist. B. 1I; note iv.
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CHAPTER VI

The Reigns of Artavazd the First and Arsham.

Arravazp the First, son of Tigranes the b

Second, as we have seen in the last chapter, had
been appointed during the life time of his father
to govern the province of Ararat; he now suc-
ceeded to the throne, and changed the seat of
government from Nisibisin Mesopotamia, which
had always been the royal residence of the Arsa-
cide, to Ararat. He gave his brothers and sisters
the provinces of Aliovit and Arberaney to reside
in, with their produce for subsistence. He
also bestowed on them pensions equal to the
allowances made to the other Arsacidee dwelling
in Hashtens. But Artavazd gave into disso-
lute habits and lost the affections of his soldiers
and his other subjects. The former, weak and
mefficient, were unable to protect the places
confided to their charge, and many important
possessions in Mesopotamia fell into the hands
of the enemy, which created a deal of murmur-
ing. Artavazd, awakened at length to a sense
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of his errors, began to reform, and having-
collected alarge army of Aluans and Georgians,
with other troops drawn- from Atropatia and
the country about Mount Caucasus, he des-
cended into Mesopotamia, and reconquered
all the places which bad been taken from him
while he was in that state of indolence
and inactivity, from which he had so lately
extracted himself. Before Artavazd left Meso-
potamia, Antony, the colleague of Augustus,
marched with a large Roman army to invade
Persia. The Armenian king, apprehensive of
danger from this expedition, sent messengers
to Antony, beseeching him to make a treaty
with the Armenians, who, he promised, should
always be the allies of the Romans. Antony
granted the request, and when he was near
the confines of Persia, sent to Artavazd to
demand assistance against the enemies of the
Romans. Artavazd was obliged by his treaty
to assist Antony, yet he secretly furnished the
Persians with supplies, by which means the
Romans suffered a severe defeat, and with.
difficulty escaped into Armenia. Here they
wintered, and in the spring returned to Assyria.
Antony, it appears, was well aware of the trea-
chery of his Armenian ally, but being at that
time without the means of punishing it, was
obliged to smother his resentment. He subse-
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quently went into Egypt to Cleopatra, where
he meditated vengeance against Artavazd.*
Some time after, when Artavazd was visiting
Nisibis, there came messengers from Antony
with an invitation to visit him in Egypt, de-
signing to do him some injury if he accepted
it.  Artavazd suspected him, and therefore
declined the proposal.  Hereupon Antony
asked the daughter of the king in marriage
for his son, and by this means sought to
inveigle him into his power. This also was
refused. Antony then came into Armenia Mi-
nor, and desired Artavazd to meet him there,
under the pretence of holding a consulta-
tion with him. But nothing could do away
the suspicion of the king, and he retired into
Lower Armenia. Antony then marched into
Armenia Major, and circulating a rumour that
he was about undertaking another expedition
against Persia, sent an ambassador to Artavazd
to invite him to a conference, but still without
effect. The Armenian king continued to avoid
him, and for that purpose retreated to Artashat.
Antony then again tried by negotiation to induce
Artavazd to meet him, sometimes through the
medium of the friends of the king, at other times
threatening to pursue him with his army. He
also made him the most solemn promises that he
* See Hist. B. II, c. 13.
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should be safe. Artavazd, at length overcome
by the solicitations of his friends, and relying on
the faith of the Roman, came into his camp,
where he was no sooner arrived than Antony
caused him to be arrested and fettered with
golden chains.

This occurred in the fifth year of his reign.
Antony also seized the sons of the Armenian
king, and put chains on them, and with the whole
of the family retired to Egypt, where they
were made a present o queen Cleopatra. They
were here obliged to suffer many indignities.
They were forced to prostrate themselves before
Cleopatra, and on their manifesting at first some
reluctance to do this, they were treated with
great severity by the Egyptian queen. After this
Antony again came into Armenia, and appointed
his son Alexander king of the country lying
between the river Arax and Mesopotamia, that
is, Lower Armenia, and he gave Upper Armenia,
lying on the other side of the Arax, to the king
of the Medes, whose daughter Johtapey was
espoused to his son Alexander. He entrusted
the king of Pontus with Armenia Minor. Shortly
after, Antony descended to Ephesus, where he
caused himself to be crowned, and struck coins,
on which were engraved these words, < Antony
the conqueror of Armenia.”

Augustus, the emperor of Rome, immediately
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subsequent had a quarrel with Antony; and
there ensued a war between these two great
commanders, the like to which the world had
never before witnessed. Antony was defeated,
and fled with disgrace into Egypt. = Cleopatra,
in the bitterness of her soul for the ill success
of her paramour, caused king Artavazd to be
beheaded. Antony, despairing of future suc-
cess against Augustus, put himself to death,
and Cleopatra quickly followed his example.
She perished through the sting of an asp which
she caused to be placed upon her arm.

Arsham, the brother of Tigranes, on the seizure
of his nephew Artavazd by Antony, assumed the
crown of Armenia at the age of 60 years, but was
obliged by the Romans to flee into Persia, where
he lived for some time in great distress. On the
death of Antony, the king of Persia, Arshavir,
assembled troops, and placing himself and Ar-
sham, the lawful sovereign of Armenia, at their
head, marched into Upper Armenia, drove out
the Medes, and restored Arsham to the throne of
his ancestors. Arsham then proceeded with
an army into Lower Armenia, and succeeded in
defeating the Romans who had been left there
by Antony. He then saw himself, with the
assistance of the Persians, in the entire posses-
sion of Armenia, even to the borders of Cesarea.

Upper Armenia was shortly afterwards ceded te
*

39703
5169«

3973 ;
5172,



3984 ¢
5183,

HISTORY OF ARMENIA,

Arshavir king Persia, for his late good offices,
and he appointed Artashias his viceroy over
that country, which from that period till the
time of Ervand remained under the controul of
foreign princes. On the news of the appoint-
ment of Augustus to the supreme command of
the Romans reaching the ears of Arsham, he
dispatched to Rome an ambassador, praying the
emperor to set at liberty his nephews the sons
of Artavazd. But Augustus, hearing of the
recent conduct of Arsham toward the Romans,
refused to grant his request. Arsham again sent
to Rome, and offered to become tributary to the
Roman power, and to pay a sum annually in
token of it, through the medium of Herod, by
the countries of Mesopotamia and Cesarea, if the
emperor would liberate the Armenian princes.

Augustus acceded to this, and a treaty was in
consequence signed between the two powers.
Arsham then came into Mesopotamia and kept
his court at Nisibis.

Some time after this, Augustus visited Assyria
for the second time, and was met there with
great respect by the chiefs of Upper Armenia,
who complained grievously of the Persian yoke.
They besought him to deliver their country from
the hardship under which they laboured, and
offered to accept as their king, Tigranes, sut-
named the Little, son of the deceased Artavazd,
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then residing at Rome. They also declared their
intention to remain faithful allies and obedient
tributaries to the Romans. = Augustus very
joyfully accepted the terms which they offered,
and appointed Tigranes to rule over them.

As the Persian king was engaged at this
moment in many weighty affairs, and greatly
feared the power ‘of Augustus, with whom he
had a short time before concluded a peace,
no resistance to the abovementioned changes
could be offered on his part. Arsham was much
pleased with these arrangements, and preferred
seeing the country in the possession of the grand-
son of Tigranes the Great, to beholding it in the
hands of strangers. Arsham atlength drew near
hisend. He died at an advanced age, having
reigned 29 years, and leaving his son Abgar in
full and undisputed possession of his throne.

CHAPTER VIIL

The Reign of Abgar.

Tais prince was of muscular proportion, ex-
tremely tall, of gentle manners, and amiable
disposition. He was celebrated for his wisdom,
and excelled all his eastern contemporaries
in talents both natural and acquired. Many
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eulogiums have been passed on Abgar by
both Latinand Greek historians. His Armenian
subjects gave him the surname of ¢ Avag-ayr”
that is, ‘“ excellent in wisdom and estimable in
manners.” The Assyrians and Greeks not being
able to prenounce these words correctly, some
called him Avagar, others varied it to Apacar,
but the general term into which this prince’s
surname sunk is Abgar. The Assyrians gene-
rally designated him Agpar, which signifies emi-
nent or great. His original name after a short
period ceased to be in use. This need not asto-
nish our readers when they reflect that a variety
of words in every language are sadly altered by
the vulgar, through their incorrect pronuncia-
tion. Thusin Armenian for instance, instead of
Astwazatoor, it is pronounced Astoor; instead
of Mukhithar, Mukhik ; for Martirose they say
Mirto; for Carapiet, Curpo, &c. Again, a
few more examples of the same kind are shewn
in the words Valarsakert, called Alashkert;
Arkori, Akort; Manavazakert, Manazkert; &c.
Hence, with respect to the just surname
Avag-Ayr; this was corrupted into Abgar.
In the second year of the reign of Abgar, a
decree was issued by the Emperor Augustus to
tax all the kingdoms and states that acknow-
ledged the Roman dominion, and also to erect
statues of him in the religious temples of every




HISTORY OF ARMBNIA.

nation. Inthe same year it pleased our Blessed
Saviour, the uncreate image of the Eternal
Father, to assume the form of man, and to be
born of the Holy Virgin. At the very period in
which mankind was numbered, their Redeemer
entered upon his labour. About this period
Herod, king of the Jews, puffed up with pride,
sent statues of himself into various nations, with
a command to place them in the temples near
to those of Augustus. Abgar refused to comply
with the wishes of the haughty and vain-glo-
rious king, and thereby excited his resentment:
nor was it long before an opportunity occurred
by which he endeavoured to gratify it. Herod
sent his nephew Joseph with a mighty force into
Armenia, but the invaders were courageously
met by Abgar and defeated ; their leader was
slain, with a great number of his troops. The
survivors fled in terror and confusion. Herod
soon after died.

The Emperor Augustus about this time began
to view Abgar with an eye of suspicion, on
account of some unfavourable allegations of his
enemies at Rome. Having been apprised of this
by his friends, Abgar repaired to that city, to
remove the unfavourable impression that had
been made on the Emperor’s mind, as well as to
renew and confirm the treaty which existed
between the Armenians and Romans. When
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Abgar wasintroduced intothe presence of Augus-
tus, the latter was astonished at the imposing
and noble figure of the Armenian monarch.
But when they entered into conversation, the
emperor’s astonishment changed to admiration,
by reason of the wisdom displayed by Abgar.
Augustus thenceforward regarded him with the
warmest feeling of friendship, and during his
stay could scarcely bear his absence for a single
day, so great was the desire he felt to enjoy his
society. He remained three years at Rome,
and the Emperor with great reluctance per-
mitted him to return to Armenia, which was
indeed highly expedient, in consequence of
the disordered state of affairs in that country.
On his arrival at Nisibis, the king set about
improving his dominions. He made many ex-
cellent laws, and beautified the kingdom by
the erection of many edifices devoted to public
purposes, and founded a city in Mesopotamia,
to which he gave the name of Abgarshat.
After the death of Augustus, and the succession
of Tiberius to the supreme power at Rome, the
latter took occasion to insult the Armenians
in the person of Abgar, who determined to
make an effort to shake off the Roman yoke.
For this purpose he rebuilt the city of Edessa,
and fortified it in such a manner as to be able
to stand a long siege. He then removed his
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court from Nisibis and established it at Edessa.
Abgarus having remarked great talent for war
in his nephew Sanatruk, he appointed him
prince and general of the Armenians, and
revealed to him his intention of revolting from
the Romans. Sanatruk was then dispatched
into the country of Artaz, with directions to
discipline and increase the number of his troops,
that they might be the more efficient in the
approaching event. Arshavir, theking of Persia,
at this juncture died, leaving three sons,
Artaces, Caren, and Suren, with a daughter
named Coshm. Quarrels broke out among the
former about the succession to the throne of
Persia.  Artaces, as the eldest, wished to be
king : the others disputed his right.

Things were in this state when Abgar, who
had throughout reckoned upen the assistance of
the Persians in his projected rebellion against
the Romans, seeing that he would be obliged
to relinquish all hope of aid from them, if these
dissensions continued, marched an army into
Persia and espoused the cause of Artaces.
The latter, by the assistance of the Armenians,
ascended the throne of Persia. In order to
restore peace in the royal family, Abgar per-
suaded the whole three to listen to conditions
on which they might live amicably. These
were, that Artaces should possess the government
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with hereditary right of succession, but in ‘the
event of a failure of issue, the ‘offspring of his
brothers should occupy ‘the throne. Inthe mean
time, the highest rank should be accorded to the
Persian princes, who were styled Pahlavies
from the name of their birth-place Pahl, and
that they should yield precedence to nonein the
kingdom except the king. The young princes
agreed to this, and unanimity was restored
among them. From these two younger princes
of Persia are descended the two illustrious
families of the Pahlavies, these are the Carani
Pahlavies, and the Sureni Pahlavies.

The Aspahapeti Pahlavies, not lessnoble than
the other two, are the descendants of Coshm
the daughter of Arshavir, sister of the three
princes; the appellation Aspahapeti being de-
rived from the name of her husband. After
the settling of these affairs Abgar fell sick,
being attacked by elephantiasis, and was obliged
to return in haste to Edessa. At this time,
Abgar was accused by the Emperor Tiberius
of having gone to Persia for the purpose of ex-
citing a rebellion, but he cleared himself from
the charge. Aunother accusation started up
against him from the hatred of Herod Antipas.
‘For the purpose of vindicating his fame, he dis-
patched two messengers, accompanied by his
‘courier ‘Ananey,-a faithful and ‘diligent man, te
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the Roman general Marinus, then in Palestine, in
order that this officer might communicate his
declarations of innocence to the emperor, and
bear witness in his behalf. During the stay of
the messengers of Abgar in Palestine, many
wonders were related to them of the extraor-
dinary power of Christ in curing the sick and
maimed; and to gratify their curiosity, on their
mission being concluded, they went toJerusalem
to see him. On their witnessing the miracles
performed by our Lord, they were seized with
wonder, and when they returned to Armenia,
they related the particulars to their master.
Abgar having listened to their accounts, became
satisfied that this was the Son of God, and imme-
diately sent back his messengers to Jerusalem
with a letter to Christ. After acknowledging his
belief that he was the true and only Son of God,
and beseeching him to cure him of his disease,
he concluded by inviting him to come into Ar-
menia and reside with him, saying, “ I have
heard that the Jews murmur against you, and
seek to destroy you. I have a small, but beauti-
ful city, which I offer you to partake with me.
Itis sufficient for us both.” He gave instructions
to his messengers to offer sacrifices for him at the
temple at Jerusalem, and also sent a painter with
them, in order that if theBlessed Saviour would
not come, he might possess a portrait of him.
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wished for an opportunity to present the letter
of Abgar to Christ, but not presuming to
approach him, they applied to Philip, one of his
apostles, and said, ‘“ we wish to see Jesus and
deliver a message to him.” Philip thereupon
called Andrew, and informed him of the desires
of the messengers, and they both then went
to Jesus to acquaint him with the object of
the messengers’ visit.  Jesus testified much
joy at the contents of Abgar’s letter, and he
directed the Apostle Thomas to write a reply
to it, dictated from our Lord’'s own mouth.
In this letter our Saviour says, ¢ when I shall
rise to my glory, I will send you one of my dis-
ciples, who shall remove your pains, and give
life to you and those around you.” It is related
that as the painter before-mentioned was en-
deavouring to take the features of our Lord,
Christ took a handkerchief, and passing it over
his sacred face, miraculouly impressed on it
an admirable likeness of his countenance, and
giving it to Ananey the courier, desired him
to take it to his master, as a reward for his
faith. Abgar on receiving the letter and por-
trait worshipped the sacred semblance of our
Blessed Redeemer, and ordering them to be
preserved with great care, waited the fulfilment
of our Lord's promise. After the ascension
of Christ, Thomas the Apostle, according to
the desire of Jesus, sent Thaddeus, one of
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the seventy, to Abgar at Edessa. Thaddeus on
his arrival instructed the king in the faith,
and baptized him with all the people of Edessa.
He likewise built a large church, over which he
appointed a silk mercer, who had recently
presented to the king a superb diadem made by
his own hands, as bishop, giving him the name
of Addey, which the Syrians call Aghey. Short-
ly after Thaddeus left Edessa and went into
Inner Armenia, to visit Sanatruk, who was
residing in the province of Shavarshan, or Artaz,
By means of the instructions of Thaddeus
Sanatruk became a christian, and was baptized,
together with his daughter Sandukht, and a
great number of the chiefs and common people
about Artaz. The holy disciple of our Lord also
consecrated a bishop here, named Zachariah,
and thence proceeded to the country ‘of the
Aluans. Fired with zeal for the faith he bad just
embraced, Abgar wrote to Tiberius in favour
of Christ, and many letters passed between the
two monarchs on the subject of his divine
mission. He also wrote to Artaces king of
Persia, and to his son Nerseh, the young king of
Assyria, exhorting them to become believers in
Christ. Before he received replies to these, he
finished his career of life, dying in the 38th year
of his reign, and the third of his conversion to
Christianity.
p2
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CHAPTER VIIL

The Reigns of Ananey and of Sanatruk.

Tux kingdom ‘of Armenia, after the death of
king Abgar, of happy memory, fell into various
disorders and divisions, in consequence of the
crown being assumed by Ananey the son of the
deceased monarch, and Sanatruk the nephew
of the latter. Both reigned at the same time in
opposition to each other. Ananey, having fixed
his seat of government in Edessa, apostatized
from the faith he had so lately embraced, and
endeavoured to persuade his people to follow
his example; he re-opened the temples of
ancient superstition, and publicly worshipped
the idols which they contained. He sent to
Addey, the first bishop consecrated in Armenia,
directing him to make a diadem for him as he
had done for his father. The bishop replied,
¢« My hands shall never make a diadem for the
head that bows not in adoration of Jesus
Christ!” The king, incensed at this, ordered
Addey’s feet to be cut off, by which the holy
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bishop died. At this period Ananey, whose
abominations doubtless drew upon him the
vengeance of the Living God, being present
while certain workmen were repairing a large
marble pillar in the royal mansion at Edessa,
and in the act of giving directions respecting
the repairs, all at once the pillar fell upon
him and broke his legs, which occasioned his
death. Thus was the unjust and cruel king
punished for the wanton destruction of the holy
bishop Addey. Sanatruk, who had assumed
the royal dignity in Shavarshan, also aposta-
tized from christianity, and determining to be
the sole monarch of Armenia, was preparing to
invade the dominions of Ananey when the news
of the latter’s death reached him. Sanatruk
then immediately marched with an army into
Mesopotamia, where he had previously formed
a party, composed of Bagratians and Ar-
zrunians, which joined him as he advanced.
The people of Edessa, who were christians,
alarmed at the news of the approach of Sana-
truk, sent to him and offered to submit, if he
would swear not to molest them in the exercise
of their religion, nor commit any kind of
violence on them. This oath Sanatruk took,
but no sooner had he arrived in Edessa than
he broke it, and cruelly massacred all the
males of the house of Abgar. The females he
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spared, and allotted them a maintenance at
Hashtens. He sent queen Helena, the relict of
Abgar, to Charran, giving her the government
of Mesopotamia, in return for the kindness he
had experienced by her means from his uncle.
Queen Helena remained firm in the christian
faith; highly endowed with the gifts of divine
grace, she went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
and on a famine breaking out there, in the
days of the Emperor Claudius, she sent for
a large quantity of corn from Egypt, and
distributed it to the poor. On her death she
was pompously interred before one of the gates
of Jerusalem, as a public benefactress, and
a magnificent mausoleum was erected over
her remains. On the news of the apostacy of
Ananey and Sanatruk reaching Thaddeus, he
was greatly grieved, and although he was then
in Cappadocia he determined on returning to
Armenia, to preach again the gospel to Sanatruk.
On his reaching the borders of Mesopotamia, he
fell in with an embassy sent by the Romans to
Sanatruk, composed of five persons, patricians,
of whom the chief was called Khrysos, which
signifies gold. Thaddeus convinced them of the
truth of Christianity, converted and baptized
them. On Khrysos he conferred priest’s orders.
They all shortly after became preachers of the
gospel, and were known by the name of
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followers of the doctrines of Khrysos, from the
name of their leader. In the lapse of time each
of these worthies obtained the crown of mar-
tyrdom. On the news of the conversion of these
five individuals reaching Sanatruk, he invited
Thaddeus to meet him in Shavarshan, and on
the arrival there of the holy apostle he cruelly
put him to death, together with his daughter
Sandukht, who refused to apostatize, though she
was promised her life on that condition. Many
wonders were wrought at the death of Saint
Thaddeus, which induced many to become
believers in Christ, and courageously to suffer
death in the defence of their principles. At
this time Bartholomew the apostle came into
Armenia, bearing with him the portrait of the
Virgin Mary;* and by his preaching converted
numbers in Lower Armenia; amongst others
Regina, the daughter of Sanatruk, with the prin-
cipal officer of her household. When Sanatruk
was informed of this he caused his sister to be
seized and put to death. He also laid hands
on Bartholomew, flayed him alive, and then
crucified him in the city of Arevbanus, where
his remains were afterwards interred. Jude,
another of the apostles, also came into Armenia,
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he was buried. We are also told that some of
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the bones of the apostle Thomas, who suffered
in India, were brought into Armenia, and placed
in the village of Kholz in the province of
Alznies. Eustathius, one of the seventy whom
our Lord sent into various parts of the world to
spread the faith, coming into Armenia, was put
to death in Seunic, and his remains were in-
terred in the place now called by his name,
Setathev, or Tathev. Elisha, a disciple of
Thaddeus or of Jude, accompanied by three
others, came into Upper Armenia, where, by
his preaching, almost all the inhabitants be-
came Christians. He suffered martyrdom on
the plain of Arghun. About this time Nero
succeeded to the imperial purple at Rome, and
Sanatruk sent an embassy to him with rich
presents, to confirm the ancient treaty between
the Armenians and Romans. Nero received
the ambassadors courteously, and invited them
to his palace. On their going thither they
were met by Agrippina the emperor’s mother,
who, with Seneca, his ancient tutor, advised
him to dismiss them without any further notice
than that which he had previously taken of
them.

After Sanatruk had taken upon himself the
government of Lower Armenia, the capital Nisi-
bis sustained a violent shock of an earthquake,

by which it was severely injured. Sanatruk
therefore entirely demolished and rebuilt it on a
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more magnificent scale, surrounding it with two
immensely thick walls. He placed a statue of
himself in the middle of the city, holding in one
hand a piece of money, thereby indicating that
in the rebuilding of the city his treasury was so
much exhausted that only one piece of money
remained in it. The remainder of his life
Sanatruk passed in ease and pleasure, and at
length died through a wound he received at a
hunting party, from the hand of one of his
attendants, whose arrow, discharged at one of
the beasts they had enclosed, unfortunately
struck the king. The reign of this monarch
lasted 34 years, during four of which the king-
dom was divided between him and Ananey the
son of Abgar.

[ ———— )

CHAPTERTY

Lvents which happened among the Kings of Upper
Armenia.

O~ the reduction of Upper Armenia by 370,
Antony, he had made it over, as we stated above, st
to the king of the Medes, from whom it came
mto the possession of Arshavir, the king of
Persia: he, as was before related, appointed
Artashias his viceroy, whose government was so
grievous that the people were obliged to apply
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for assistance to the Romans, who drove out the
Persians, and settled Tigranes, surnamed the
Little, upon the throne. For the sake of connec-
tion, all these particulars, though they have been
related before, we have thought it necessary to
recapitulate.  On the death of Tigranes the
Romans sent Erwaz his brother to succeed him
on the throne. This appointment did not please
the Armenians, who refused to admit him, flew to
arms, and placed on the throne another Tigranes,
also surnamed the Little. The war which this
measure induced between them and the Romans,
proving unsuccessful, they were again obliged
to submit quietly to the latter, who caused them
to dethrone Tigranes, and appoint Apirsam
Arzrunean their king, an eminent and noble
character. On the death of this monarch the
Persians again interfered in the affairs of Arme-
nia, in opposition to the Romans, and placed
on the throne Arshez, the youngest son of their
own king.  This brought on another war,
which ended in the defeat of the Persians and
the consequent expulsion of Arshez. The
Romans again became the possessors of the
kingdom, and placed Zeno on the throne, the
son of the king of Pontus, who assumed the
pame of Artaces. On the death of the latter,
the Persians again attempted to subjugate the

Armenians.

——




HISTORY OF ARMENIA.

Artaces, king of Persia, succeeded in fixing
the crown on the head of his eldest son Arsaces.
Hereupon the Roman emperor Tiberius wrote
to Mithridates, brother of Pharsman king of the
Georgians, a brave and skilful man, desiring
him to march with his troops inte Upper
Armenia, and assume the government of it.
Mithridates, by means of intrigue, induced the
domestics of Arsaces the king of Armenia to put
the latter to death, promising them a large
reward. On this event taking place he marched
with his army to the city of Artashat, where he
commenced hisreign. The news of these changes
reaching Artaces king of Persia, he sent his
youngest son Arshez with a large body of men
to reconquer the kingdom. But Mithridates
having apprized his brother Pharsman of this
expedition, the latter assisted by the Aluans
and Sarmatians, attacked and dispersed the
Persian troops, and confirmed his brother Mi-
thridates in the possession of Armenia. A few
years then elapsed in peace, until Hiramizd, the
son of Pharsman, coming on a visit to his unecle
in Armenia, rekindled the torch of war, and
plunged thatunhappy countryinto all the horrors
attendant on disunion. The circumstances which
led to this war are these: Hiramizd during
his visit, by his condescending disposition, made
a great many friends in Armenia, and casting
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an ambitious eye on the crown of his uncle, he

returned to his father, and communicated to him

a project for dispossessing Mithridates of his

kingdom. Pharsman approving of his designs,

Hiramizd set out with an army for the invasion
of Armenia. Mithridates, terrified at the ap-
proach of his nephew, fled, but was pursued and
taken with the whole of his family. Hiramizd,
disregarding every feeling of kindred, put Mi-
thridates and his queen to death, by suffocating
them between thick cloths. He also murdered
their sons, after making them witness the
tragical end of their parents. In the meantime
Darius, king of Persia, hearing the occurrences
that had recently taken place in Upper Armenia,
thought this a convenient opportunity for as-
serting his claim to the controul of that kingdom.
He assembled a large army and entered Arme-
nia, from which he soon compelled Hiramizd to:
flee. He then appointed his own brother
Tirithus king, in the city of Artashat, who was
willingly received by the Armenians, in con-
sequence of his being a descendant of the

_ Arsacidee. After the king of Persia had retired

from Armenia, Hiramizd returned, and endea-
voured to expel Tirithus, but the latter had so
much gained the affections of the people, that
they all took up arms in his defence, and
attacking the troops of Hiramizd, totally routed
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them. Hiramizd with much difficulty saved
himself from the dreadful slaughter which was
made amongst his followers. At the close of the
engagement, perceiving all hope of victory was
vain, he placed his wife behind him on his
horse and fled. She, in a state of pregnancy,
was so much fatigued with the exertions they
were obliged to make to escape the enemy,
that she at length fainted. Hiramizd, bewildered
and stupified at this event, drew his sword and
stabbed her, being determined not to let her fall
alive into the hands of their pursuers. Imagining
her dead he threw her into a river, and directed
his flight to Georgia. :

Some shepherds dwelling near the river into
which Hiramizd had cast his wife, having ob-
served her body floating on the water, and hear-
ing her groan, drew her out, dressed her wounds,
and afforded her every assistance their slender
means allowed them. Having succeeded in
restoring her to her senses they demanded her
name and circumstances, which she revealed.
Hereupon they immediately conveyed her to
the city of Artashat, and presented her to king
Tirithus, who ordered her to be treated in
every respect as a queen. When report con-
veyed to Rome the news of the ascendancy
the Persians had obtained in Armenia, Nero
ordered troops to be assembled from all quarters

A. D, 55. [
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for their expulsion. He wrote for levies from
Judea to Herod, Agrippa, and the other chiefs
of that country; also from Assyria and Cilicia,
to assist his troops in their intended expedition
to Upper Armenia. The general appointed to
command this vast army was Domitius Corbulo,
Quadratus governor of Assyria being nominated
his lieutenant. Corbulo, having assumed the
command, advanced to the frontiers of Armenia,
when hearing that Tirithus had collected a large
force to oppose him, he paused awhile, being
apprehensive that Darius the Persian king
would take up arms in defence of his relation.
To this monarch the Roman general sent pro-
posals of peace; the principal of which was
that he should consent to the expulsion of his
brother Tirithus from Armenia. Darius ap-
peared to desire no better, but in reality had no
thoughts of complying with the demands of the
Roman. He therefore amused the ambassadors
of Corbulo with promises, and thus spun out the
negotiation for more than a year, by which the
Roman army was much distressed, from the
uncongenial nature of the climate to which they
were exposed.

In the spring of the ensuing year Corbulo
entered the country and committed great
ravages. He captured three fortresses in Vanand,
and slaughtered the population with the most
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pitiless cruelty. The whole country became ter-
rified at the excesses committed by the Roman
army, and the inhabitants in general offered no
resistance, but submitted to the conquerors as
they advanced. Corbulo having seized most
of the strong-holds which were in Armenia,
marched forward to the capture of Artashat.
Tirithus determined to make a stand for the pro-
tection of his capital; and having brought forward
his troops, arranged them in such a manner that
the Romans perceived themselves encompassed
on all sides by their enemies. This manceuvre
was performed by Tirithus with a view of inti-
midating the enemy, and imposing on Corbulo
the belief that his forces were more numerous
than they really were. The Romans remaining
firm, Tirithus ordered the Armenian cavalry
to charge, making a simultaneous attack with
the whole of his infantry. The Romans were
put into some confusion by the impetuosity of
the charge of the Armenian horse, and a great
slaughter ensued amongst them. The fight con-
tinued for a considerable time, the army of Tiri-
thus also suffering severely; at length both
parties drew off their forces, leaving the victory
undecided. Tirithus, in consequence of the
smallness of his numbers, which the late en-
counter also had so much diminished, retreated
to recruit. Corbulo on the evening of the day
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of the battle we have described, pushed forward
one half of his army to Artashat, to begin the
siege by annoying the inhabitants with inces-
sant discharges of arrows, and the next day
followed with the remainder. The inhabitants
of the capital, terrified by the ravages the Roman
army had committed in other parts of the
kingdom, surrendered at discretion, thereby
expecting to experience milder treatment. Cor-
bulo, aware of his inability to keep the city, set
it on fire, and totally destroyed it. He however
spared the lives of the citizens.

Corbulo prosecuted his conquests ; and after
some resistance in a few places, particularly at
the city of Aparan, otherwise Tigranakert, the
whole country submitted. In the meanwhile,
Tirithus had gathered a few troops from the
Medesand other nations, and attempted to make
head against the Romans. Corbulo, however,
in possession of all the important placesin the
kingdom, and at the head of an army flushed
with victory, appearing on the frontiers, pre-
vented even the entrance of Tirithus into the
country. The latter, broken in spirit, retreated
into Persia to his brother Darius. The whole of
Armenia now exhibiting no further scenes of
contest, Corbulo returned to Assyria, after hav-
ing apppointed to the government Tigranes the
Little, nephew of the first Tigranes the Little,
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Darius, irritated beyond measure at these a.Dp.el

successes of the Romans, ordered his general
Manech to set forward with the Persian cavalry
to invade Upper Armenia, and to solicit aid from
the Assyrians in his expedition. Manech’s first
enterprize was directed against the city of
Aparan, where Tigranes the Little was holding
his court, to which he laid siege. News of this
invasion being dispatched to Rome, Nero sent
a body of troops to Tigranes, headed by Betus,
an eminent and warlike character, to maintain
him in the possession of his kingdom. Betus
attacked and took several fortresses, with such
rapidity, that he threw the whole country into a
state of consternation. Darius, on this being made
known to him, hastened into Armenia; and being
joined by great numbers of the population,
attacked and defeated Betus in every place
where he encountered him. Several Roman
standards were captured, and Betus was obliged
to withdraw his forces into impregnable forts,
te save them from utter destruction. He then
sent to Corbulo for assistance, and the more
strongly to express the imminent danger in
which he was, he says in his letter, “ Hasten
hither to preserve the Roman eagles, otherwise
they fall into the hands of the Barbarians!”
Immediately after this account reached Corbulo
he marched into Armenia, accompanied by one-
r
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half of his troops. In the mean time Darius
blockaded Betus in the forts, where he and his
men had taken refuge, and annoyed them so
much that the latter had no other alternative
than to treat with the Persians. He wrote to
Darius demanding to be informed of the object
of his wishes. Darius then appointed Vasak, the
general of his cavalry, tohold a conference with
Betus. On their meeting, the Roman general
enumerated all the claims which the emperor
had to the government of Upper Armenia, to
which Vasak haughtily replied, The means of
restoring are in your hands, but the power of
wresting is in the hands of the Parthians!”
After a long debate, it was agreed that the
Romans should be permitted to leave the
country unmolested, that Tigranes should
accompany them, and that the fortresses they
then possessed should be restored to the
Persians. Betus and his troops then marched
out, and on their way from Armenia met Cor-
bulo with his forces coming to their assistance.
The former, dejected and ashamed, were in an
agony of grief, on perceiving the relief they had
so long expected so near; and the latter were
in the highest degree indignant at the humilia-
tion which their countrymen had been obliged
to suffer. It is said, that on the two bodies
meeting, they were unable to salute each
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other, by reason of the different emotions
with which their bosoms were filled. Darius,
having placed his brother Tirithus once more
on the throne, returned to Persia.

Up to this period the news of the progress of A D. 63

the arms of her soldiers in Upper Armenia, had
always been productive of joy at Rome; but on
the late disastrous defeat of Betus being known,
the Romans were overwhelmed with shame.
Corbulo immediately received orders to at-
tempt again the subjugation of Armenia. Having
collected a large army, he marched forward to
obey the mandate of the emperor. His real
object, however, was not so much te wage war,
as to make a peace of such a nature as would
raise the glory of the Roman name. Several
embassies being sent on both sides, it was at
length agreed that Upper Armenia should re-
main in the hands of the Armenians, but that
the emperor should have the power of nomi-
nating the king, and fixing the nature of
the government.

Tirithus then resolved to proceed to Rome,
and receive the crown from the hands of the
emperor. . He determined to go thither by
land, as the doctrine of the magi, whose

‘religion he professed, declared that it would

be impious to pollute the pure bosom of the
ecean, by moving on it in a ship.
r2
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On the news arriving at Rome of the intention
of Tirithus to visit that city, the emperor
issued commands to the governors of those
places through which he would have to pass, to
pay him every kind of respect and honour.
‘When he arrived on the confines of Italy, Nero
sent a magnificent chariot to convey him to
Rome, Tirithus having previously journeyed on
horseback. - On his approach to the imperial
city, Nero came out to meet him; and as it
was customary to be presented to the emperor
unarmed, Tirithus was desired to lay aside his
sword. This he refused to do; but to remove
all suspicion, he caused the blade of his weapon
to be nailed to the scabbard, and in this manner
approaching the emperor, he kneeled and sa-
luted him. - The reception he met with from
the latter was princely and kind, and the two
monarchs proceeded to Rome together. The
emperor had previously given directions to
decorate the area before his palace with various
ornaments, such as flowers, and garlands, and
to illuminate the whole with torches and
flambeaux. On their arrival, which was te-
wards evening, Nero first alighted ; and entered
the area, clad in his imperial robes. Tirithus
followed, habited as a Parthian; and seating
himself on a throne prepared for the purpose,
was then crowned by the hands of the emperox,
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amidst the joyful acclamations of the assembled
populace. After other solemnities, in which
great honour and respect were paid to the
Armenian king by Nero, the former returned
with great pomp to his capital.

The emperor also gave directions that the city
of Artashat, which had been destroyed by Cor-
bulo, should be rebuilt at the imperial expense,
and caused a great many architects and workmen
to accompany Tirithus from Rome on his de-
parture.

This ceremony of the coronation of Tirithus by
the emperor took place A. D. 66, in the very
year in which St. Peter and St. Paul suffered
martyrdom at Rome. On the arrival of Tirithus
in Armenia he was met by all ranks of people
with congratulations. He rebuilt the city of
Artashat and established his court there, where
he resided until his death, which happened nine
years after. The kingdom of Upper Armenia
did not last long, for on the death of Tirithus it
was joined to Lower Armenia, under Erwand,
the successor of Sanatruk, after a separation of
about 85 years. See Hist. B. II, ¢. 20, 25.
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CHAPTER X,

The reign of Erwand the Second.

Erwaxp, of the family of the Arsacide om
the mother’s side, succeeded Sanatruk in the
government of Lower Armenia, and proved a
warlike and truly great character. Athletic in
his make, and with a particularly fierce expres-
sion of countenance, this prince could not be
looked upon without inspiring a sensation of fear..
But so amiable was he in manners, so generous
in disposition, that he was universally beloved
previous to his accession to the throne. During
the life of Sanatruk, Erwand had more than
once distinguished himself as possessed of more
than ordinary talents, and on the death of this
monarch, instead of one of his sons succeeding
him, the chiefs and people with one voice called
Erwand to the throne, neglecting the usual
custom of summoning the Bagratian nobles to
perform the ceremony of coronation. Erwand’s
advancement, however, proved the bane of his
virtues; for, immediately after his assumption
of the royal power, he stained his hands with
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the blood of the innocent. Fearing future
intrigues by the sons of Sanatruk, which might
deprive him of the throne, he put the whole of
them to death, with the exception of the young-
est, named Artaces, whose nurse effected his
escape to the province of Persarmenia, in the
country of Heir, and gave information of the
circumstance to Sumbat a powerful chieftain,
son of Beurat the Bagratian. Sumbat took
charge of Artaces, and fled with him to Darius
king of Persia. This monarch, who had long
known the valiant character which Sumbat
bore, received the fugitives with kindness and
respect, treating Sumbat as he would a Persian
chief, and the young prince as one of his own
sons, and the son of a king. When Erwand heard
of this, heapplied to Darius and Sumbat, request-
ing them to put the prince todeath; alleging that
he was not the son of Sanatruk, but the offspring
of a Mede and a shepherd. On their refusal to
commit a crime of so horrible a nature, Erwand
fell into great anxiety, fearing that when Ar-
taces arrived at maturity, he would assert his
right, and by the assistance of the Persians
dispossess him of his crown. At this juncture
Tirithus, king of Upper Armenia, died; and
Erwand determined to try to annex that king-
dom to his own, in order that by possessing the
whole force of Armenia, with the friendship of

A. D. 69,
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the Romans, he might be able to make head
against the future machinations of the young
Artaces and the Persians.

He therefore dispatched an embassy to Rome
to solicit Vespasian, who then wore the purple,
to confer on him the government of the late
Tirithus, offering to exchange for it all the
possessions the Armenians had in Mesopotamia,
and to pay some additional tribute. His negotia-
tions at Rome met with a success that exceeded
his most sanguine expectations, for he had
contemplated some difficulties in obtaining from
the emperor the object he sought. He then
obtained the support of the chiefs of Upper
Armenia, and without experiencing any oppo-
sition, took possession of the whole of that
country. Immediately after this, he transferred
his court from Nisibis, to the city of Armavir,
in the province of Ararat, and commenced
making improvements in his kingdom. He
built a beautiful city between the rivers Arax
and Akhurian, which he named after himself
Erwandashat. To this city, after residing in
Armavir three years, he removed the seat of his
government. He however left his gods in
Armavir, until he had erected another city on
the banks of the Akhurian, when he brought
them thither, after building magnificent temples
for their reception. He appointed his brother

~
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Erwaz chief priest, and called this city Bagaran.
Another city owes its existence to the public
spirit of this monarch, which is situated opposite
to Erwandashat, and which took the name of
Erwandakert.*

Erwand, after these works, cleared a large
forest between the two rivers before mentioned,
and formed in it a magnificent park, which he
stocked with abundance of wild animals, such
as deer, asses, and boars, for the purpose of
enjoying the pleasures of the chace. All the
actions of Erwand, in the mean time, were
watched by an individual of the name of Tur,
in the interest of Sumbat, who gave constant
information of them to his employer, but being
atlength detected by the king was put to death.

After a residence of eighteen years in Persia,
when young Artaces had grown up to manhood,
Sumbat his friend and guardian began to think
of some means for restoring his young ward
to his lawful inheritance. Having communi-
cated his projects to Darius the king of Persia,
the latter assisted him with troops to attempt
the conquest of Armenia. He gave him alarge
body of Assyrians and the legion of Atropatia,
with which,accompanied by young Artaces, then
in his 20th year, he set out on his expedition.

When the news of the march of Sumbat

% See Hist B, H ¢ 27,
s
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was communicated to Erwand, the latter was
engaged in suppressing a rebellion which had
broken out in Uti. He immediately gave over
to his chiefs the government of Uti, which he
had restored to tranquillity, and returned in
haste to Erwandashat. He rapidly assembled, at
a vast expense, an army to repel the invaders,
composed of Armenians, Georgians, Cappado-
cians, Tyrians, and people from Mesopotamia.
It being then the spring season, the whole of these
troops soon met and joined. Argam his minister
also appeared in arms, with a fine body of men
armed with lances. Erwand, to encourage his
troops to fight manfully and zealously in his
cause, was profuse in his gifts to every indivi-
dual. Nor did he forget to apply for assistance
to the Romans; but these people, otherwise
engaged, had no leisure to attend to his soli-
citations. Sumbat, unaware of the return of
Erwand from Uti, passing the river Arax,
marched with great haste to that country. The
chiefs who had been left there by Erwand,
informed of the appreach of Sumbat, and re-
collecting with affection their deceased king
Tirithus, came out to meet the young prince
Artaces and his protector, declaring themselves
his most zealous partizans. When intelli-
gence of this defection reached the other
Armenian chiefs with Erwand, they meditated

-
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a revolt also, inspired by a desire of placing
Artaces on the throne, and intimidated by the
renown of Sumbat and the power of the chiefs
who had lately joined him. Erwand, however,
in‘order to conciliate and bind his followers
to his interests, distributed large presents
amongst them, in which he succeeded with
many, especially with his foreign auxiliaries.
He then prepared for the approaching contest.
He passed to the northward of the river
Akhurian, pitching his camp on a large plain,
300 furlongs distant from Erwandashat. Here
he fortified himself, surrounding the whole of
his camp with a wooden wall, well defended
on the outside by a double cover of coarse cloth
and the skins of beasts, and then calmly await-
ed -the approach of his rival. Sumbat, with
Artaces and the chiefs of Uti, having crossed the
sea of Gelam, and passed the mountain Aragaz,
drew near the camp of Erwand. Although
the army of the latter was immense, Sumbat
thought less of the whole than of the single
power of Argam, ‘of whom we made some men-
tion before. He therefore endeavoured to se-
duce that great warrior from the interests of
Erwand, and persuaded the young Artaces to
offer him vast rewards if he would forsake the
king. The young prince accordingly addressed
him thus by letter, «“If you will desert Erwand,
s 2
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and join my standard, whatever benefits you
may have received from him, I will increase
twofold ;” but before Argam had time to re-
ply, Erwand moved out the wings of his
army to the attack. Sumbat, perceiving this
manceuvre, caused his troops to advance, and
raising the standard of Artaces, bearing the
devices of an eagle, a pigeon, and a dragon,
directed the trumpets to sound. At this mo-
ment Argam, with the whole of the men
he commanded, left the ranks of the king,
and joined those of the prince. Hereupon
Sumbat, with his new friends, began the con-
flict by an impetuous charge. Whilst both
sides were fighting, and obstinately disputing
every inch of ground, the Armenian chiefs sta-
tioned on the wings of the king’s army suddenly
drew off their men, and passed to the side of
Artaces. The battle then raged with double
fury, and the slaughter of the troops of Erwand
was dreadful. Notwithstanding the obvious
superiority in numbers of the army of the prince,
the battle remained long doubtful, the soldiers
of the king fighting with the most determined
bravery. These were inspired to greater exer-
tion by indignation at the treachery of Argam
and the other Armenian chiefs, who had deserted
them in the hour of danger; those by a certainty
of victory, which their superior numbers and

ety
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partial successes led them to entertain. The
Georgian troops, led on by their king Pharsman,
the grandson of Pharsman the First, making an
attack on that part where Sumbat was, were so
warmly received that they took to flight. The
slaughter of Erwand’s army became now more
severe. That part of it which had been collected
in Cappadocia and Mesopotamia fought most
courageously, but was dreadfully slaughtered
by the adverse troops. Itis said that the king’s
men, abandoning atlastallhope of victory, fought
with desperation.  During the confusion of the
battle, the young Artaces was at one moment in
imminent danger: the Tyrian horsemen, who
had been promised a large reward if they could
kill him, had surrounded him, and while an up-
lifted sword was directed at his head, he was
most providentially saved by the brave Ghisak,
the son of his nurse, who, coming with a small
party to his rescue at this critical moment, suc-
ceeded in driving back his opponents. Ghisak,
however, fell in this act of devotion to his
master, being cut down by a Tyrian horseman
just as success had crowned his exertions.
Night at length came on, and the army of
Erwand, taking advantage of the darkness,
retreated ; and left the victory in the hands
of Sumbat and his young ward. Erwand fled
to the city of Erwandashat. Sumbat followed
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in pursuit; and arriving there shortly after the
king had entered, blocked up the principal
gate, and then awaited the arrival of Artaces.
The latter, at the conclusion of the late battle,
took possession of the fortified camp of Erwand,
and halted within the wall before mentioned.
Argam with his troops encamped for the night
on the field of battle. Before noon the next
day, the young prince joined his brave and
faithful Sumbat. As Erwand, it will be recol-
lected, had circulated the false report of Artaces
being the son of a Mede, the latter caused his
troops to surround Erwandashat, in which the
king had taken refuge, and all with one voice to
shout inthe Persian language «“ Mar amed!” that
is, “The Mede is come!” From this little circum-
stance, the city thenceforward was also called
Maramed. The army of Sumbat pressed the
siege of Erwandashat, and having in an attack
upon it penetrated as far as the inner ramparts,
the inhabitants surrendered. Erwand had
foreseen this event, and provided a ladder by
which he might make his escape ; but, unfortu-
nately for him, the troops, in their first assault,
ascended the wall by the very side where the
ladder lay, and taking possession of it, left him
no resource for avoiding his enemies. On the
surrender of the place, he hid himself in a
private apartment of his palace, but being dis-
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covered by one of the soldiers of the young
prince, the man dashed out his brains with a
blow of his sabre. Artaces being informed of
it, ordered his remains to be buried with all the
pomp of a prince, his mother being of the race
of the Arsacidee. Thus perished Erwand after
a reign of twenty years.

CHAPTER XI.

The reign of Artaces the Second.

Arraces the son of Sanatruk, by the death of
Erwand, was left in undisputed possession of
the kingdom of Armenia. After his coronation
he distributed presents to the Medes and Per-
sians, by whose means he had obtained his
crown, and sent them back to their own country.
To Sumbat, surnamed the Great, who had heen
the principal instrument of his success, he gave
the rank of generalissimo of the Armenians, and
the military superintendence of the whole of his
dominions. Argam also experienced the grati-
tude of the king. Artaces gave him the rank
and power of a viceroy, permitting him to wear
a crown set with rubies; to place rings of gold
in bis ears; to wear on one of his feet a red
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shoe; to use at meals a golden spoon and fork;
and to drink out of golden vessels. These
privileges, ridiculous as they may now appear,
were the highest marks of favour conferred
by the Armenian monarchs on their subjects
and were eagerly sought for, by the ambi-
tious in those times. He also created Nierses,
the son of Ghisak, by whose valour he was
saved from destruction, and who perished in the
act of rescuing him, a great chief, and ennobled
him by the title of Dimaxian.* Artaces dis-
tinguished with particular regard the fifteen
sons of Tur, who, as we before related, had been
put to death by Erwand for giving information of
his motions to Sumbat and himself, when they
were in Persia. The king, shortly after this,
ordered Sumbat to seize Erwaz the chief priest,
and brother of the late king, and to put him to
death. Sumbat proceeded to Bagaram, seized
Erwaz, tied a mill-stone about his neck, and
threw him into the river Akhurian. He then
appointed a person named Mogpashtey high
priest, and taking all the treasures which the
temples contained, brought them to Artaces,
who, adding considerably to them, dispatched
bim with the whole to Persia, with directions

# This word signifies in Armenian half-faced, it was
adopted by the king in order to perpetuate the recollection of

the devoted loyalty of Ghisak, who perished in the defence
of his Master, by a blow from asabre, whieh clove- his scull.
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to present them to Darius, as a mark of his
gratitude to that monarch for the paternal
kindness with which he had treated him in the
time of his adversity.

Artaces then repaired and considerably en-
larged the city of Artashat. He raised many
very beautiful edifices in it and fortified it;
after which he made it the seat of his govern-
ment.

This prince protected and nourished com-
merce. He built bridges over various rivers,
and constructed numbers of small ships, which
by facilitating the transport of merchandize,
furnished a means of livelihood to hundreds of
the poorest of his subjects. He encouraged
industry, and during his reign scarcely an indi-
vidual in Armenia was in want of employment.
He also divided the kingdom into districts,
setting up pillars of stone to distinguish their
boundaries, each havinghis name engraven on it.
He was also a great lover of literature; for
he founded many colleges for the instruction
of the Armenian youth in astronomy, history,
mathematics, &c. &c. and caused the sciences
to be taught in the Armenian language, using
the Persian and Syriac characters; the Armenian
characters at that period not being invented.
The fame of Artaces, on account of thus im-
proving his kingdom, and the condition of his

t
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subjects, spread into Persia and Media, and
induced many individuals to leave these coun-
tries and settle in Armenia.

Previous to the commencement of these
undertakings, the king was disturbed by an
irruption into Armenia of the tribes of the Alans,
joined by the Ghec and Georgian mountaineers.
Artaces having assembled an army, attacked
and routed these invaders in a bloody battle,
in which the son of their king was taken pri-
soner. The victorious troops pursued the fugi-
tives, who threw themselves on the other side
of the river Cur, where they rallied. The
Armenians, having arrived on the banks of this
river, halted and prepared to attack them. But
the king of the Alans, uneasy on account of the
capture of his son, on the morning after the day
on which Artaces came in sight of his army,
sent overtures of peace to him, promising if his
son were restored, that the Alans should never
again enter Armenia in a hostile manner. Ar-
taces having refused to listen to these terms,
Sathinik, the sister of the captive prince, came
to the banks of the river, and standing on an
elevated spot, with an interpreter, thus ad-
dressed the king; ¢ Oh thou powerful and
brave Artaces, who hast conquered the warlike
Alans, hear the prayer of the distressed daugh-
ter of the king of that people, and restore to him




HISTORY OF ARMENIA.

the youth my brother. Itis unbecoming to in-
dulgerancour and enmity againsta fallen foe,and
to take away his life. ~ Let us then conclude a
treaty of peace and friendship between our two
great nations!” Artaces hearing the virgin speak
thus wisely, and admiring her person, which
was exceedingly beautiful, called Sumbat, and
signified to him his desire to release the young
Sathin, prince of the Alans, and make peace
with the king of that people, if the latter would
give him in marriage his daughter Sathinik.
Sumbat, having approved of the king’s wishes,
was dispatched to the king of the Alans, to
inform him of the conditions on which his son
would be restored, and hostilities should cease,
The king of the Alans consenting, Sathin was set
at liberty, and a treaty of peace being signed,
Artaces became possessed of the beautiful
Sathinik, with whom he returned to Artashat;
on his arrival there, he made preparations for
his nuptials, and the marriage shortly after took
place. She was assigned the first place as
queen amongst the women of the king. Many
individuals of her nation having accompanied
the bride, they were ennobled by the title of
Aravelians. Some of them were the near rela-
tions of Sathinik, of whom the principal was
Babadras, surnamed Sukias. They were sub-
sequently converted to christianity, and many
t2
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of them nobly suffered martyrdom in defence of
the faith upon Mount Sukav. They were dis-
tinguished by the appellation of followers of
Sukias.*

CHAPTER XIIL
The exploits of the Sons of Artaces.

Arracks had six sons, viz. Artavazd, Vroyr,
Majan, Tiran, Zareh, and Tigranes. Artavazd
on reaching manhood distinguished himself by
many valiant exploits, but proved, eventually,
proud, cruel, and ambitious. Desiring to be the
next in dignity to the king, he could not bear to
see the venerable Argam possess that honour,
and by his machinations caused him and all
his family to be put to death. He then pro-
cured himself to be elevated to the post enjoyed
by his victim. Sumbat, the great friend of the
king his father, who had bestowed on him the
highest honours, in consideration of his eminent
services, did not escape the envy and malignity
of Artavazd. This great man, having observed
theintrigues of the king’s eldest son, relinquished
his office of generalissimo of the Armenians, and
retired to the village of Alki, in the province of
Timoris, near Assyria. Artavazd took possession
of this appointment also, which awoke the jea-
* See Hist. Book II, c. 28.
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lousy of his brothers, instigated by their women.
Artaces, observing these dissensions among his  A.D.112.
children, sought to restore union and brotherly
affection, by appointing the whole of them to
charges of trust and importance. He gave to
Vroyr the government and superintendence of
all the royal mansions. He nominated Majan
high priest of Jupiter, whose temple was in the
fortress of Ani. The army he divided into
four parts; the eastern, western, northern and
southern: to Artavazd he allotted the eastern
division, which was very numerous : the western
division was confided to Tiran : the young Zareh
had charge of the northern, which was stationed
on the confines of Georgia, for the protection of
the country from invasion in that quarter. The
southern division, however, the king bestowed
on his old servant Sumbat, who had by his
persuasion returned from Timoris. Artaces, a p. 114
perceiving his kingdom in a flourishing condi-
tion, and his sons of a warlike spirit, threw off
the Roman yoke. At this period the king of
Persia revolted also from the Roman power.
The news of these defections reaching the
Emperor Trajan, who then wore the purple, he
sent an army to the eastward to bring the
rebellious nations again under his controul.
This army appearing in the regions of Cesarea,
Tiran who was stationed there, marched with
his forces to meet the Romans. A battle ensued
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in which the latter were victorious, and Tiran
with his army was put to flight, and pursued
as far as the extensive valley of Basen. Here
the fugitives were met by the eastern and
western divisions of the Armenian army under
the command of Artavazd and Zareh. A junction
of the whole was formed, and another stand
made against the Romans, in which the Arme-
nians were completely defeated.

Roused by a sense of glory, and the recollec-
tion of the valiant exploits of their father Artaces,
they made another attempt to arrest the progress
of the victorious enemy. A bloody engage-
ment followed, in the middle of which, Sumbat,
who had been long expected, arrived with his
division in sight, and hastening to the attack
of the Romans, with the rapidity of lightning,
turned the tide of victory to the side of the
young princes. These, animated by the exam-
ple of the gallant Sumbat, fought with double
determination. A rout of the enemy ensued,
principally owing to the skill of the brave and
undaunted Sumbat. The Romans were pursued
to the borders of Cesarea, by the southern
division under Sumbat, who, although an old
man, made war with all the spirit and activity
of youth. Elated by these successes, the Arme-
nians, with the Persians, entered the countries
of Cappadocia and Greece, and laid them waste
with fire and sword. They extended their
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devastations over the whole of Asia, throwing
that quarter of the world into a state of horror
and confusion. The people of Palestine and the
Egyptians, observing the success with which the
Armenians and Persians braved the Roman
power, followed their example and revolted.
Trajan, the Roman emperor, when he came to
the knowledge of all these events, gathered his
troops, and with an immense force set out in
person to quell the rebels. His first campaign
was directed against Egypt, Palestine, and
Mesopotamia.

Having restored tranquillity there, and brought
the people of these countries again under the
imperial power, he prepared to go against the
Armenians and Persians.

Artaces, perceiving the vast force the emperor
was leading against him, and considering the
advanced age of his valiant general Sumbat,
turned his thoughts towards peace. He therefore
set out to meet Trajan, with gifts of great value,
by which he endeavoured to sooth his wrath.
Artaces by this means so conciliated his good
will that a treaty of peace and friendship was
made between them.

The ‘emperor then marched against the Per-
sians, whom he subdued; and in consequence
of the successful result of his expedition, he as-
sumed the titles of ¢ Parthicus et Armenicus,”
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that is, Parthian and Armenian, as we may see
in the coins of Trajan, on which these appella-
tives are engraven.

Trajan, on his return to Europe, passing
through Armenia, Majan the high priest took
that opportunity of preferring complaints against
his brothers Artavazd and Tiran, for some al-
leged offences against the Roman State. The
emperor, however, gave little attention to it,
and the unfortunate informer was shortly after
in revenge assassinated, while hunting, by those
whom he had selected as the victims of his
jealousy. Majan was interred by his murderers
in the village of Bagnies.

A short time after, Artaces went into Media,
and falling sick, repaired to the village of
Bacurakert and there died, after a glorious
reign of 41 years. In consequence of the
eminent qualities of this prince, great was the
sorrow which his death occasioned in Armenia.
All ranks of people went into mourning. His
funeral was magnificent. The coffin in which
his remains were placed was of gold, and
the shroud, in which he was wrapped, of
fine linen, richly embroided. He lay in state
for some time on a bed or couch of costly
workmanship. His head was adorned with a
crown, and a golden shield placed by his side.
He was borne to the tomb in similar state,
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surrounded by his sons and nearest relations.
The troops preceded his corpse in their peculiar
war-dress, and at intervals the trumpets sounded
solemn dirges, which rendered the spectacle
more impressive. On all sides men, women,
and children vied with each other in their
expressions of grief for the loss of this excellent
monarch. At his grave many individuals vo-
luntarily immolated themselves, in token of their
devotion and love. He was indeed more deeply
regretted than any prince that had ever before
swayed the sceptre of Armenia. Songs were
afterward composed, narrating his great exploits,
and sung with the greatest enthusiasm by the
Armenians, even to the times of Moses Chore-
nensis and Gregorius Magistratus.  Similar
songs were, it is said, composed on the death of
Sumbat, that valiant and wise general, who so
much contributed to the glory of Artaces.

CHAPTER XIIIL

T'his chapter embraces the period between the reign
of Artavazd the Second, and that of Valarsh.

ArTavazD the Second, the son of Artaces the
Second, assumed the government of Armenia on
the death of his father. In imitation of his

renowned namesake and predecessor Artavazd
u

A, D. 129.




146

A. D. 130,

HISTORY OF ARMENIA,

the First, he exiled his brothers from his court,
appointing them habitations in the provinces of
Aliovit and Arberaney. Having, however, nio off-
spring, he directed one of them, Tiran, to remain
with him, in order that in the eventof his decease
he might succeed to the crown. This king from
his infancy had been addicted to vicious and
dissolute habits, altogether unworthy his great-
ness and dignity. His reign was a short one, for
going one day to hunt bears and wild asses,
near Mount Ararat, he was obliged to cross the
river Azat, which is also called Mezamore.
After he had passed the bridge, which had been
thrown over it by Artaces, he was suddenly
deprived of his :senses, and falling into a great
pit, perished. His reign lasted two years.
A fable, founded on the above incident, fora long
period possessed the minds of the subjects of
Artavazd. They believed that he still existed ;
but in a cell, and confined with chains of iron.
Near him, it was also said, were two dogs,
continually gnawing his fetters, for the pur-
pose of releasing him ; in the event of which, it
was predicted, that he would conquer the
world. But, so the story went, these chains
were continually strengthened by the strokes of
blacksmiths’ hammers. Even to the time of
Chorenensis, the belief of this fable was so strong
in the minds of the ignorant blacksmiths, that




g

HISTORY OF ARMENIA.

they were accustomed, on Sundays, te give
three or four blows with their hammers on
their anvils, that Artavazd might not get loose
during their cessation from work. - Tiran the
First, brother of the last monarch, succeeded
him. He remained in a state of peace and
tranquillity, spending almost all his time in
hunting and other amusements. He had two
horses of such swiftness, that it is said they
went with the velocity of birds. One day,
Datakey, prince of the Buznunians, wishing to
reprehend the carelessness of the king in riding,
requested thelatter to lend him one of his horses.
On mounting it, and discovering the value of
the animal, Datakey exclaimed, ¢ IfI possessed
such horses, I should deem myself happier than
the most powerful of kings.” When Antoninus
Pius became emperor of Rome, Tiran sent
ambassadors to him to renew the treaty made
by Trajan and Artaces, between the two
states.  Antoninus, in token of the friend-
ship and protection of the Romans, sent him
a royal crown and purple robes. The em-
peror also caused medals to be struck, on
which were two figures engraven: one repre-
sented Antoninus himself, the other Tiran; the
former with his hand placed on the shoulder of
the latter; and the whole surmounted by this
inscription, Rex Armeniis datus,” thatis, « g
u2
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A.D.144. king given to the Armenians.” After this,

Tiran went into Upper Armenia, and resided
for some time in the province of Ekeliaz, a quiet
and pleasant country, having appointed a chief
named Erakhnavu, a wise and valiant man, to
the government of Ararat, with the rank of his
Lieutenant. Tiran finally settled his court at the
village of Chermes, beautifying it by the erec-
tion of several magnificent palaces. This prince
reigned in uninterrupted peace for twenty-two
years, when he met his death in the following
manner. Hunting one day on the mountains,
he was crushed by the fall of an avalanche, or
heap of snow, which had been suddenly thawed.

Tigranes the Third, brother of the late king,
and the youngest son of Artaces, succeeded to
the vacant throne by the influence of the king
of Persia.  On the death of the emperor Anto-
ninus Pius, the Armenians and Persians joined,
and commenced hostilities against the Romans.
Severianus, the Roman governor of Cappadocia,
alarmed at this event, consulted the oracle of the
god Gleucon, and received from the priest,
Alexander, the following answer, < Thou shalt
smite the Parthians and Armenians with the
edge of the sword; and return to Rome with
the laurels of victory. The streams of Tiber
shall welcome thee with gladness, and thy
brows be decorated with the garlands of con-

~
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quest.” Pleased and emboldened by this reply
of the god, Severianus made a rapid march
to Armenia, accompanied:by a large army.
He was met by the Armenian general Khosrove,
commanding the combined armies, whoattacked
and totally routed him. His army was almost
annihilated, and he fell by an arrow. Alexander,
the priest before mentioned, apprized of the
1ssue of this battle, erased the false oracle, which
he had given Severianus, from the records of
the temple, and wrote in its stead,  March

not against Armenia, for there lie plots andﬂ

snares, and imminent danger. A subtle man
shall array himself against thee in the garb of a
female, and prove a dire foe to thine army.
Thou shalt perish by the discharge of an arrow,
and thy -country shall deplore thy defeat.”
When the news of the destruction of the Roman
army reached Rome, Marcus Aurelius, who had
succeeded Antoninus Pius in the imperial sway,
sent his colleague, the joint emperor Verus
Lucius, against the Armenians. Previous to this,
however, Tigranes undertook an expedition into
Armenia Minor, with a view of reducing it to
his power.  Unfortunately, he became enamour-
ed of a certain female, who, using her power for
the purpose of baffling his projects of conquest,
allured him into a snare, seized his person, and
placed bim in confinement. Verus proved
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successful against the enemies of Rome, and
Armenia became again its tributary. Having dis-
covered the circumstance of the imprisonment
of Tigranes, and commiserating his condition,
the Roman general exerted his influence and
procured his release.

Pleased with the manners of the unfortunate
Armenian monarch, Verus conceived a friend-
ship for him, restored him his crown, and
bestowed on him in marriage a Roman virgin
named Ropua. Tigranes then, accompanied by
a Roman general with a few troops, proceeded
to his city Artashat. To commemorate this
restoration Verus caused medals to be struck,
after the manner of those we have recorded of
the emperor Antoninus Pius.

On the arrival of the king in Armenia: he
erected a temple near the remains of his brother
Majan, who was lately deceased, and dedicated
it to the gods. Tigranes had four sons by his
wife Ropua, whom he created nobles, with the
title of Ropuans. Having governed Armenia, in
all 42 years, he died. Valarsh, theson of Tigranes
theThird, by his first wife Memphara, succeeded
his father on the throne, and was crowned in the
city of Artashat. His mother, itis said, on her
being pregnant with him, set out on a visit
to the royal gardens, situated at some dis-

tance from the capital. It was winter, and
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on-her reaching the spot where the confluence
of the rivers Arax and Murz, takes place,
which is in the district of Basen, she was seized
with the pains of labour, and there brought
forth Valarsh. In commemoration of this cir-
cumstance, this prince, on ascending the
throne, built a city on the spot where he
first saw the light, and named it after himself
Valarshavan. He afterwards extended and
adorned the village of Vardkes, situated on the
river Casakh, surrounding it with strong fortifi-
cations, and changing its name to Valarshapat.
To this place he subsequently transferred his
court.

This monarch appointed a solemn festival
in honour of Jupiter, the father and king of
the gods, which he directed to be celebrated
annually on the first of August, or * Navasard.”
This holiday was afterwards called the feast of
Johannes Carapiet, and Athanagenes, martyrs.
Valarsh also made considerable Improvements in
the province of Bagrevand, by erecting in it
many public edifices, on which account it
was also called Valarshakert, or Alashkert,
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horde of Lazirs and Basils, branches of the
Sarmatians, who entered the kingdom by the
country of the Alans. Valarsh immediately
assembled an army, attacked and routed the
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invaders, who fled by the same way they had
entered. This prince, hurried away by the im-
petuosity of his courage, followed them heyond
the confines of his territories, and was unfortu-
nately killed by -one of their archers. The
Armenians, irritated at the death of their leader,
pursued the fugitives with double ardour, and
burning with a desire of revenge, on overtaking
them, gave no quarter, but slaughtered them
without pity. The troops returned to Armenia
in the most profound grief for theirloss. Valarsh
reigned twenty years.

CHAPTER XIV.

The reign of Khosrove the First.

Kunosrove the First, son of Valarsh, suc-
ceeded to the throne, on the death of his father.

Immediately after this event he assembled an
army, and passing the great mountain Caucasus,
advanced against the Lazirs and Basils, to take
vengeance on these warlike tribes. for the death
of the late king. His expedition was attended
with the greatest success, and after destroying
an immense number, he totally subjugated them.
To restrain them from any future inroads he
obliged them to give him hostages, at the rate
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of one from every hundred of the population.
He then caused a monument to be erected
there commemorating his conquest, with a
suitable inscription engraved upon it in Greek
characters, and forthwith returned to Armenia.
Khosrove, after the custom of the Armenian
monarchs, then began to add improvements to
his kingdom, erecting cities, towns, and villages,
and adorning them with palaces, caravansaries,
and other public buildings. In imitation of the
persecution of the Jews by Pharaoh, this prince
compelled all the Christians he found in his
dominions to labour at these works, giving
them but what was barely sufficient to support
life as a remuneration. Many were put to death
by him on account of their faith, and thus
obtained the glorious crown of martyrdom.
At this time the emperor Antoninus Caracaila
came into Mesopotamia, and thence passed into
Armenia. Khosrove, apprised of his approach,
set out to meet him, supposing that he came with
afriendly intention. After remaining a few days
with him, the king wished to return, but the
emperor, who had a secret design of taking
possession of Armenia, prevented him. When
the Armenians heard that their king was detain-
ed captive, they assembled in large force, and
made a hostile march towards the Romans.
Antoninus observing this, and not choosing to
x
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come to blows at that time, released Khosrove.
On the return of the former, however, to Nico-
demia, he sent an army against Armenia, which
was met by the troops of Khosrove, defeated,
and put to flight.
not long after this, died, during a war which he

The emperor Antoninus, not

was waging against Artavan, king of Persia.
The latter, elated by the impunity with which
he had braved the Roman power, set no bounds
to his tyranny, and harrassed his subjects to
that degree that at length a rebellion broke out,
headed by the chief Artashir, the son of Sasan, a
Persian, assisted by other distinguished leaders
of the same nation. After a contest which lasted
a year, Artavan was defeated and killed, and
Artashir crowned king in his stead. In this
civil war two of the tribes of the Pahlavies,
the Surenies and Aspahapeties, took part with
the rebels, the third (the Caranies) espoused
the cause of the king, but were unable to effect
any thing, by reason of the great unpopularity
of the royal cause. By the death of Artavan the
kingdom of Persia was lost to the family of
Arsaces the Parthian, having been possessed by
the descendants of the latter for a period of 475
years.

The dynasty of the Sasanians was established
by Artashir, in the year of our Lord 226, which
lasted 409 years, down to the period in which

e
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the Hagarites seized the government. Khosrove,
having previously taken up the cause of the
deceased king of Persia, on the death of the
latter, marched into Persia, to dispossess the
usurper Artashir of the crown. Several years
elapsed in this war, until at length Artashir,
being defeated, was obliged to quit Persia, and
flee into India. Khosrove then returned to
Atropatia and built a city in that country,
which he called Davrej, that is, built to
perpetuate the remembrance.of the vengeance
he had taken on -Artashir. After finishing
this work he went into the country of Uti.

Artashir the Sasanian seeing that whilst Khos-
rove was in existence he could not hope to
reign over Persia, determined to endeavour
to destroy his ememy by treachery. For this
purpose he offered a great sum of money to any
of his chiefs who would undertake to assassinate
the Armenian monarch. A chief of the name of
Anak, of the tribe of the Surenian Pahlavies,
tempted by the rich reward, accepted the com-
mission, and immediately prepared to execute it.
Pretending to be hostile to the interests of
Artashir, he, with his family, came and settled
in Armenia. He first arrived in the province
of Artaz, and resided for a short time in the
very place where the remains of St. Thaddeus
the apostle lie. Here it was that Ogohey the
X2
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wife of Anak, conceived her child, afterwards
St. Gregory the Illuminator, according to her
information after delivery.  Anak removed
thence, for the completion of his project, to the
city of Valarshapat, where the king Khosrove
had taken up his residence. Here, and at this
period of our history, St. Gregory was born,
in the year of our Lord 257. Anak was received
by the king with honour and respect, little
suspecting the horrid fate that awaited him.
The assassin having perceived his opportunity,
struck the unfortunate Khosrove to the heart,
and fled. He was immediately pursued by the
Armenian soldiers, to avoid falling into whose
hands he plunged into the river Arax, and was
drowned. The troops then seized the family
of the assassin, and massacred every member of
it except our blessed Illuminator, St. Gregory,
who was saved by his nurse Sophia, assisted by
her brother Euthalius, both of whom were
christians and natives of Cesarea, whither they
fled with the child. He was there baptized
by them, and named Gregory, agreeably to a
divine revelation which had shortly before been
made concerning him. When he attained the
age of maturity, Sophia caused him to marry
Mary, the daughter of one David, a christian
proselyte, from whom two sons were born
named Vertannes and Aristakes, The latter
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entered a monastery, and became a monk, the
former married and had two sons.*

Artashir, of whom we before stated some
particulars, being apprised of the death of
Khosrove, advanced into Armenia with a great
force, and having then no competitor, with
ease subjugated it. Ile put to death the sons
of the deceased monarch, with the exception of
the youngest, named Tiridates, who was saved
by a chief called Artavazd the Mandakunian,
and taken by him into Cesarea, where he re-
mained with his protector for some time; they
afterward both removed to Rome. The empe-
ror received them graciously, and appointed the
young prince to an honourable situation, under
the guidance of the celebrated Roman chief
Licinius. A daughter of Khosrove, whose name
was Kosrovedught, was also rescued from
the death to which she had been doomed by
Artashir, by an Amatunian chief, named Otah,
who took her to the fortress of Ani, and there
brought her up in secresy. One of the sisters
also of Artavazd the Mandakunian, took refuge
with an individual named Tachat, who carried
her into Cesarea and married her. Artashir
having tranquillized the country, remained in
quiet possession of the throne twenty-six years,
when he died. Tiridates, in the meantime, grown

See Hist. B. 11, c. 31.
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up to manhood, particularly distinguished him-
self in the Roman armies, as a brave, warlike,
and skilful character. Gregory the Illuminator,
hearing ‘of his renown, went to Rome to see
him ; yet, although he placed himself about the
person of the prince, he did not disclose to him
his real name and character. At this period
Diocletian, who bad lately assumed the imperial
sway, declared war against Hirchey, king of the
Goths, and Tiridates accompanied the Roman
army sent against those people. On a battle
taking place between the two nations, Tiridates
engaged Hirchey in single combat, overthrew
and took him prisoner, for which he was much
honoured and praised by Diocletian. The em-
peror, who had hitherto omitted enquiring into
the circumstances of the gallant young Arme-
nian, upon hearing that he was the son of
Khosrove, king of Armenia, directed him to
take possession of that kingdom as his lawful
inheritance.*

* See Hist. B. II, c. 32.
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CHAPTER XV.

The Reign of Tiridates—the revival of Chris-
tianity in Armenia by St. Gregory, and appoint-
ment of Aristakes and Vertannes to the Pon-
tificate.

Tiripates, to fulfil the kind order of the
Roman emperor, which we mentioned at the
conclusion of the last chapter, set out for Arme-
nia with a Roman army, accompanied by Saint
Gregory. This occurred in the third year of
the reign of Diocletian. On his arrival in Ce-
sarea, he was met by all the Armenian chiefs,
who had been previously apprised of the object
of his expedition, and received by them as their
king without the least show of opposition. He
then took upon himself the government of the
nation, under the title of Tiridates the First; he
was crowned by Sumbat, a Bagratian chief,
and a descendant of Sumbat the Beuratian.

Tiridates having proceeded to the fortress of
Ani, there experienced the unexpected pleasure
of finding his sister living under the protection
of Otah, the chief of whom we spoke before. To
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testify his obligations to this individual, the
king invested him with the rank and power
of an Armenian general. On Artavazd the
Mandakunian, who had saved him from the
bloody hands of Artashir, he also bestowed
great honours, making him generalissimo of the
Armenian army. Tachat, whom we mentioned
in the preceding chapter as having saved from
death, and married the sister of Artavazd, he
appointed governor of the province of Ashoz.
Tiridates then visited the province of Ekeliaz,
in which was a temple of the goddess Anahites,
to whom he offered sacrifices. = Having invited
Gregory to join him in his idolatry, the latter
refused, upon which the king tortured him, in
twelve different modes. At length coming to the
knowledge of his being the son of Anak, the
murderer of his father, he ordered him to be
taken to the fortress of Artashat and thrown
into a deep dungeon, where he remained four-
teen years, being supported all that time,
through the mercy of the Lord, by the charity
of a pious christian woman. After this, Tiridates
collected troops from Armenia, and joining them
with the Roman army which had accompanied
him on his restoration to his kingdom, marched
to reduce those Armenian cities that were yet
under the controul of the Persians. He cap-
tured them, after having three times overthrown
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in battle Shapuh the king of Persia and son of
Artashir. Thenceforward he governed the whole
of Armenia, his sway being acknowledged as far
as the city of Tisbon near Nineveh. The country
of Atropatia, however, still remained under the
controul of Persia, as did Mesopotamia under
that of Rome. Having brought the nation to
an admirable state of order, Tiridates married
Ashkhen, the daughter of the king of the Alans,
giving her the title of Arsacian and queen,
terms used to express the highest honours te
which a woman could be raised.

From this union was born Khosrove the Little.
About this time the Ripsimian Nuns appeared
in Armenia, having originally come from the
Roman States, thirty-seven of whom shortly
after suffered martyrdom.*

Not long after the marriage of Tiridates, he A.D. 301

and many of the Armenian chiefs were visited by
the wrath of God, for their persecution of the
saints, with a sore disease, which the Almighty
caused to affect them. The virgin Khosrove-
dught, sister of the king, having received a
divine revelation, advised the Armenians to
release Saint Gregory from his dungeon, by
which act the divine anger would be appeased,
and his sufferings would cease. The latter, on
his enlargement, came and healed the king and
* See Hist. B. II, c. 34.
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all those that were afflicted in the same way;
and having preached the Gospel to them, happily
effected theirconversion. St. Gregory afterwards
went to Cesarea, where he was consecrated
Archbishop of Armenia, by Leondius the metro-
politan, in the year of our Lord 302. On his
return to Armenia he baptized the whole nation,
with king Tiridates, to whom he gave the
christian name of Johannes. He consecrated
four hundred bishops, and an immense num-
ber of priests, and erected various churches,
convents, nunneries, hospitals, and schools.
He also instituted religious feasts and other
ecclesiastical ceremonies, and diffused the light
of the Gospel throughout the land. He ap-
pointed his son Aristakes archbishop with
himself, in order that he might be able to retire
at certain times into solitary places for the pur-
poses of devotion. This he often did, remaining,
for considerable periods, plunged in the deepest
meditation. In the course of a short time news
reached Armenia that the Emperor Constantine
was a convert to christianity ; whereupon Tiri-
dates and Saint Gregory undertook a journey
to Constantinople to visit him. On their arrival
at Rome an alliance between the two nations
was solemnly agreed upon, and Gregory was
consecrated pontiff of all, Armenia, by Saint
Silvester, head of the Romi¢h church. On their
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return, Tiridates heard that the country of the
Aluans had been invaded by people from the
north. Collecting bis troops he marched to
their assistance, and coming on the invaders
unexpectedly, totally defeated them. During
the heat of the battle the Armenian generalis-
simo received a wound in the back, of which
he shortly after died. The enemy were
obliged to take to indiscriminate flight. Tiri-
dates then determined to march against his
old enemy Shapuh the Persian king; he ap-
pointed four generals to succeed the deceased
Artavazd in the command of the army, and
having led his forces against the Persians, he
gained several splendid victories over them.
Having at length made peace he returned to his
capital.®

At this period of our history the famous
Council of Nice was held, at which the Emperor
Constantine invited Tiridates, with Saint Gre-
gory to assist. Some important affairs, how-
ever, demanding their stay in Armenia, they
sent St. Aristakes in their stead. The latter
arrived there before the conclusion of the
sittings of the council, and having taken the
creed of the fathers, he returned with it to
Armenia. Gregory, on his receiving this creed

* See Hist, B. 11, c. 356—39.
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assembled bis clergy and chaunted a grand Te
Deum.*

From this period Saint Gregory withdrew
himself from all intercourse with men, and
retiring into Upper Armenia, took up his
abode in a cavern in Mount Sepuh. Here
he lived, more like an incorporate cherub than
a carnal creature, until his final departure
from this life to inherit the reward of the righ-
teous,—joys unutterable. The whole time of
his superintendence of the Armenian church was
thirty years, reckoning to the period of his final
seclusion. Some few years after, his body was
found by a hermit named Garnick, who was
directed to the spot where it lay by divine
revelation. His remains were at first placed
in Thordan, but afterwards transported to the
city of Valarshapat. Aristakes, or Rustakes,
the youngest son of Gregory, on the retirement
of his father, satin the pontifical chair, agreeably
to the commands of the latter.  He governed
the Armenian church with prudence and holi-
ness; he built a number of churches and con-
vents, and made many laudable improvements
in the spiritual affairs of the people. He was
unremittingly zealous in the discharge of his
functions, admonishing without distinction the
prince and the peasant, when their conduct was
* See Hist. B. II, c. 40.
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blameable. One of the Armenian chiefs called
Archelaus, styled prince of the fourth Armenia,
having been admonished by Aristakes for the
dislike he bore him, the former was so much
incensed, that waylaying the pontiff while
going on a visit to the province of Zophs, he
killed him. His body was conveyed to the pro-
vince of Ekeliaz and buried in the village of
Thil. This pontiff presided over Armenia for
seven years. A

Vertannes, his eldest brother, succeeded
him. He was a man of uncommon piety, wis-
dom, and zeal, and ever on the watch to
improve the state of his church. Desiring to
bring into use amongst the Armenian churches,
the ceremonies of the church of Jerusalem,
Vertannes sent to Macarius, the patriarch of that
city for information thereupon. The Ilatter,
having held a synod, furnished him with eight
canons, embracing the whole of the sacraments
in use with the believers in that patriarchate.
At this period St. Jacob, the patriarch of Nisibis,
the cousin of St. Gregory, and son of Khosrove-
dught the sister of Anak, being much famed for
his wisdom and sanctity, St. Vertannes wrote
to him for information on prayers of faith and
other subjects. The former, on this ‘account,
composed for him eighteen treatises, which
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nes, after this, consecrated his eldest son Gre-
gory an archbishop, and sent him amongst the
Aluans, by whom he was shortly after martyred.
It is supposed that from this must have origi-
nated the pontificate ofthe Aluans.* Inthe mean-
time, notwithstanding the zealous labour of
Saint Vertannes, many of the Armenian chiefs
relaxed from the strict observance of christian
piety, by taking concubines and committing other
indecencies. When Tiridates, of blessed memory,
beheld these actions of his principal subjects,
he besought them to desist from their iniquity,
and to lead a life consistent with the purity of
the christian faith: on perceiving the ineffica-
cy of his exhortations, and that the chiefs daily
departed from the paths of virtue, he became
disgusted with the affairs of the world, and
relinquishing his earthly crown, devoted himself
to the attainment of an heavenly one. He
retired from the government, and secluded him-
self in the same place, on Mount Sepuh, where
St. Gregory died, where he lived a life of the
greatest mortification and self-denial; wholly
devoting himself to the worship of his Creator
and the Blessed Saviour. The chiefs then as-
sembled together, and after deliberating on the
state of the kingdom, determined to endeavour
to induce their old king to return, promising,

* See Hist, B. II, ¢. 4].




HISTORY OF ARMENIA.

in that event, to amend their lives. But he,
knowing theirill dispositions, refused to resume
his crown, for which they in revenge poisoned
him.

Thus perished, as the Armenian records
express it, «* the brilliant mirror of piety,” after
a reign of fifty-six years, being then in his
eighty-fifth year.  His remains were interred in
the fortress of Ani in Kamakh. They attempted
also to kill St. Vertannes, but on their surround-
ing him to complete their bloody designs, their
hands were withheld by an invisible power,
and the blessed Bishop passed through them
unhurt. He retired to the village of Thil,
accompanied by the holy consort of St. Tiri-
dates, and his sister Khosrovedught. Here they
lived a life of peace and happiness in the exer-
cise of devotion, and in due time were translated
to God.

[ ————————

CHAPTER XVI.

The reign of Khosrove the Second.

Ox the death of Tiridates the Aluans rebel-
led. A chief of this tribe, named Sanatruk, of a
branch of the Arsacide, assumed the kingly
power and usurped the government. He also
sought to obtain the crown of Armenia. Ano-
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ther prince, Bacur, governor of the country of
Alznies, followed the example of Sanatruk, and
became independent, having secured the al-
liance and protection of the Persians. These
examples caused other chiefs to deem them-
selves free, and Armenia became the scene of
daily tumults, contentions, and rebellion. A
feud broke out between three noble families, the
Buznunians, Manavazians, and Dunians or
Ordunians, by which they were all destroyed
and their races became extinct. Some chiefs,
more than ordinarily well disposed, at this crisis
came to St. Vertannes, who was still alive, but
living in obscurity, and having consulted with
him, determined on appointing a head to the
nation. Their choice fell upon Khosrove, the
son of the deceased Tiridates, to render whose
sway more successful and permanent, they
applied to the Romans for assistance to subdue
the rebels. Constantine the emperor, son of
Constantine the Great, sent them a large force
under the command of Antiochus, steward of
his house, with a letter expressive of his
friendship, kingly garments, and a crown,
for the purpose of investing Khosrove with
the sovereign authority.

The ceremony of this prince’s coronation
having been performed, Antiochus presiding at
the spectacle as representative of the emperor,
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Khosreve set about organizing an army, agreea-
bly tothe military establishment during thereign
of his father Tiridates. Mihran, the Georgian
king, was appointed to the command of the troops
in the north; Manachihr, chief of the Rushtu-
nians, of those in the south; Bagarat, a Bagratian
noble, of those in the west; and Vahan, the
Amatunian chief, of those in the east. After
these arrangements Manachihr was sent against
the rebel Bacur, the consul of Alznies, assisted
by the troops of Cilicia, brought into Armenia
by Antiochus. Vahan was dispatched to reduce
Atropatia, taking with him, in addition to his
own divisions the troops of Galatia. Antiochus
then, after having joined the two divisions of
Mihran and Bagarat, and added to them his
Grecian troops, marched against Sanatruk. The
latter, not daring to await the approach of the
combined armies, fled into Persia, to Shapuh,
taking with him many of the chiefs of the
Aluans. Antiochus then stationed the Armenian
troops on the boundaries of that country, to
intercept the rebel chief should he venture to
return, and having collected the usual tribute,
proceeded to Constantinople.

Manichihr’s expedition met with still greater
success. He encountered Bacur, defeated,
and killed him, capturing his son and daughter,
the former of whom was named Hesha, whom he
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sent prisoners to Khosrove. He then invaded
the country beyond Nisibis and pillaged it,
taking a number of prisoners. Amongst the
latter were eight deacons of St. Jacob of Nisi-
bis, whom Manachihr ordered to be thrown
into the sea, at which the saint was so enraged
that he solemnly cursed him and his country.
Manachihr was. visited by the vengeance of
heaven for his cruelty, and died miserably ; his
country became barren and desolate. After
the conclusion of these wars king Khosrove
began to take a delight in hunting ; and for the
gratification of his favourite pastime, planted a
large forest near the river Azat, which hecalled:
Khosrovakert after his name. Near it, on an
eminence, he laid the foundation of a city, and
named it Duin, which in Persian signifies a
hill.  To this he subsequently removed his
court, which at this time was held in Artashat.
While the king was engaged in the building
of his new city, the northern nations again
rebelled, incited by Shapuh, king of Persia,
at the instigation of the old rebel Sanatruk.
At the head of 20,000 men they entered Ar-
menia, and devastated the country as they
advanced.  Khosrove hastily assembled his
troops to repel the invaders. Placing himself at
the head of the southern division of his army, he
directed Mihran to join him with the Georgian
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soldiers and noerthern division. With these he
crossed the river Arax, and directed his march
to the westward; at the same time he issued
orders to Bagarat and Vahan tolead the eastern
-and western divisions towards the north. The
‘enemy attacked the troops commanded by the
king and Mihran, and after asevere contest, gave
them a complete defeat. Mihran was killed in
the action, and the king, with the remnant of his
'men, obliged to flee into the country of Zophs.
Shapuh and Sanatruk then advanced to the
‘city of Valarshapat, to6 which they 1aid siege.
Whilst they were pushing on their operations
‘here, Bagarat and Vahan arrived with their
Tespective troops, when a fight ensued, in which
the Armenians proved victorious, driving their
foes beyond the fortress of Oshakan. The
country into which the Persians were pursued
was almost impassable, from the strong nature
‘of the ground. Here the enemy determined to
make anotherstand against the victoriousleaders
Bagarat and Vahan. A battle more obstinately
‘disputed than the former here followed. In the
midst of the conflict a man of gigantic stature
and cased in impenetrable armour, issued from
the enemy’s ranks, and made dreadful havock
amongst the troops of Vahan and Bagarat: and
although hundreds of arrows were discharged
at him, yet not a wound was inflicted. Vahan
z2
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perceiving the destruction this redoubtable war-
rior spread around him, cast his eyes towards
the church of Etchmiatchin, (erected by St.
Gregory the ‘Illuminator), at a short distance
from the scene of the combat, and thus ex-
claimed : *“ Oh God ! who didst guide the stone
slung by David to the eye of the proud Goliab,
direct my spear to the eye of this mighty man!”
whereupon he threw his spear with all his might
against the giant. The weapon happily pene-
trated his eve, and brought him to the ground.
The Armenian army, inspirited by this miracle,
as it was deemed, fought with redoubled cou-
rage, and put the enemy to the rout, after killing
an immense number of them. The victorious
leaders returned with their troops to the country
of Zophs. They were here met by the king, who
in gratitude to Vahan for the exertions he had
made, gave hima grant of the ground upon which
the enemy were defeated, together with the for-
tress of Ushakan. The two deceased generals
Mihran and Manachihr were succeeded in their
appointments'’by Garjoyle M alkhazuni, and Zura,
the son of Manachihr; Garjoyle assuming the
command of the northern divi-ion, and Zura of
the southern. The rank of generalissimo of the
Armenian army was given to Arshavir the
Camsaracan, who had particularly distinguished
himself in the late contest. Khosrove, a short
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time after, died, having been in possession of
the throne nine years, and was interred near
his father in the city of Ani.

CHAPTER XVIL

The reign of Tiran the Second, and the pontificates
of Husik and Pharnersch.

ImmeDIATELY after the death of Khosrove
the Second, St. Vertannes convened all the
Armenian chiefs and generals, and consulted
with them upon the expediency of soon filling the
vacant throne. Having deliberated, they called
Tiran, son of the late monarch, to the crown.
St. Vertannes then, having delivered charge of
the country to Arshavir the Camsaracan, took
Tiran with him, and proceeded to Constanti-
nople, to present him to the emperor Constan-
tine ; and to acquaint the latter with the choice
of the Armenians as to the successor of Khosrove
to the sceptre of their kingdom. When the
report of the death of the late monarch, and the
election and subsequent departure of Tiran,
reached Persia, Shapuh determined to make
an attempt to obtain the sovereignty of Armenia
for one of his own family. He therefore assem-
bled a large army, and gave the command of it
to Nerseh his step-brother ; whom he directed to
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march toward that country and by force sup-
plant the absent Tiran. Arshavir, who as we
have stated, had been left in charge of the
kingdom, on hearing of this expedition of the
Persians, collected his men and marched to
oppose the enemy. The adverse armies met on
the field of Mirugh, where a bloody battle took
place. Unfortunately, many jealousies and other
dissensions broke out amongst the Armenian
chiefs, and caused them to suffer a defeat. Having
perceived, at last, how fatal disunions were,
they became reconciled, and hazarding another
battle, put the Persians to flight. Some time
after, the northern nations made an inroad into
Armenia, by the province of the Aluans, but
being resolutely opposed, they were soon dis-
persed, and driven beyond thefrontiers. Constan-
tine the emperor having confirmed the choice of
the nation, Tiran returned from Constantinople.
He assumed the regal authority under the title of
Tiran the Second. He made peace with
Shapuh, king of Persia, paying him a tribute
equal to that which he paid the emperor. Tiran
was a prince of very effeminate manners, and
addicted to the grossest sensuality; he had three
sons, Artaces, the father of Tirithus; Arsaces,
who succeeded himin his dominions ; and Tiri-
dates, who was the father of Gnelus. Vertannes,
the great pontiff, having lived a life of the
greatest holiness, and governed the church of
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Armenia for a period of rather more than fifteen
years, died, and, according to his desire, was
buried in the village of Thordan. He was suc-
ceeded in the pontifical chair by his youngest
son Husik. This individual, during the life of
Vertannes, had married, and was the father of
two sons named Pap and Athanageney. Fora
long time previous to the death of the late pon-
tiff, Husik had secluded himself from the world,
leading a life of the severest mortifications.
He was universally admired for the intimate
acquaintance he had with the holy scriptures;
and the fame of his sanctity was so great, that
at the death of his father he was unanimously
appointed his successor. About this time
Julian the apostate began to rule the eastern
Romans, and marched atthe head ofalarge force
from Constantinople against the Persians; the
latter, on the approach of the emperor to the
Euphrates, destroyed the bridges whichhad been
constructed over that river, and thereby hin-
dered the advance of the army of their enemies.
At this conjuncture Julian wrote to Tiran the
Armenian king, to render him assistance. The
latter, unmindful of the treaty which he had
made with Shapuh, attacked the Persians, and
completely routed them. He thenre-established
the bridges, and thus afforded Julian and his
army an unmolested passage overthe Euphrates.
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Julian, on preparing to prosecute his expedition
against Persia, demanded further aid from Tiran,
who furnished him with the southern division
of the Armenian troops, under the command of
Zura, chief of the Rushtunians. To convince
the emperor of his good fuith, he gave into his
hands as hostages, Tiridates, his third son, with
the wife and children of the latter, and the only
child of Artaces his own eldest son, who was
lately deceased. The king retained by him his
second son, Arsaces, to succeed him on the
throne.  Julian, on receiving the hostages,
dispatched them to Constantinople. He gave
Tiran, as a mark of his favour and esteem,
his own abominable portrait, which bore a
great resemblance to his diabolical features.
He requested Tiran to place his present on the
eastern side of one of the churches, in the Arme-
nian metropolis. Tiran wasin the act of hanging
this picture with his own hands in a church
of the province of Zophs, when Husik the
pontiff, arrived there and exhorted him to desist
from so horrible an abomination. The king
however persisted in his design, when the holy
saint, unable any longer to restrain his indigna-
tion, snatched the picture from his hands, and
throwing it on the ground, trampled it to
pieces. Tiran, fearing that Julian would at-
tribute this to disrespect on his part, and that
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he should, consequently, be visited with the
emperor’s vengeance, in a fit of violent rage,
caused Husik to be seized and scourged so
severely that he expired under the punishment.
His pontificate lasted six years. His remains
were interred near those of his father in the
village of Thordan.

In the room of the blessed Saint, whose cruel
death had left vacant the pontifical chair, the
Armenians appointed an old man named Daniel,
a Syrian, and disciple of St. Gregory, by whom
he had been consecrated priest. His sway
lasted but a very short time, for having thought
proper to admonish the king on the unjust death
of Husik, he was ordered to be strangled. This
being done, the body of the unfortunate Daniel
was taken to the convent to which he had
formerly belonged, called the Garden of Hazies,
and there buried. The Armenians then wished
to appoint a descendant of the Illuminator to
the important office of pontiff: none, however, of
that family was found fit for the station. Husik
had indeed left two sons, Pap and Athanagheney,
but both were addicted to vicious habits. So
great, however, was the veneration of the people
for the memory of St. Gregory, that they hoped
for a change in the conduct of his two unworthy
descendants, and therefore for some time kept
the pontificate vacant. Having, as aprobationary
aa
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step, caused them to be consecrated deacons,
the Armenians saw then that their reformation
was hopeless, for they became more and more
irregular, until they were punished for their
impiety, and neglect of the duties they owed
themselves and family, by a visitation of the
anger of the Almighty, who caused them to be
consumed by fire from heaven. Athanageney
left one son, named Nierses, who proved highly
worthy of his descent from the good St. Gregory.
He was sent into Cesarea at a very early age,
and there carefully instructed in the fear of the
Lord. He made a rapid progress in Greek lite-
rature, and having at a more advanced age gone
to Constantinople, he there still more improved
his mind. It was at this city that he married
the daughter of a great prince named Aspiones.
On the death of his father and uncle, the Arme-
nians invited him to return amongst them ; but
in consequence of delay in complying with: their
desires they did not appoint him to succeed
Daniel as pontiff of their church.

This dignity was conferred on Pharnerseh or
Pharen, a priest from the convent of St. Johan-
nes Carapiet, in the city of Ashtishat. News of
the violences committed by Tiran on the.church,
in the two before mentioned instances, reaching
the ears of Zura, who accompanied Julian in
his expedition, it gave him infinite pain. He
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determined to separate himself from the Roman
troops, and being much beloved by the Arme-
nian soldiery, he dfew off the whole of his
division, and retired with it to the province of
Timoris, there to await the result of those
actions of the king, which had induced him to
adopt the measure he had pursued. Julian, highly
incensed at this defection of his Armenian
auxiliaries, wrote to Tiran, and after informing
him of the event, gave his advice as to the steps
the latter ought to pursue, saying, ‘“ if Zura has
acted thus without your knowledge, you should
destroy him and all his race.” The king, follow-
ing this cruel recommendation, succeeded in
drawing Zura into his power, after pledging
him an oath for his safety ; and then massacred
him with all his family, excepting his nephew,
a youth of about twenty years of age, who is
supposed to be theindividual known by the name
of Dirastamatin. Tiran then appointed Salamut
prince of the province of Anzta, to succeed
Zura in the command of the southern division.
On the death of Julian the apostate, Valen-
tinian, who succeeded him as emperor, proposed
peace to the Persians. Shapuh, not liking the
terms, recommenced hostilities, and marched
towards Greece. On approaching the frontiers of
Armenia, he recollected the injury he had sus-
tained from Tiran on the first expedition of
aa 2
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Julian, and determined to take revenge. Dig=
guising his real intentions, he invited Tiran
to a friendly conference, and on their meeting
in the village of Anzukh, in the province of
Apahunies, he upbraided him with his former
treachery, and springing upon him, plucked out
his eyes. The Persian monarch immediately after
ordered him to retire to the village of Coash,
near the foot of Mount Aragaz, there to spend the
remainder of his miserable existence. Shapuh
then appointed Arsaces, the son of Tiran, to
reign over the Armenians; and having received
hostages from the chiefs, pursued his march.
Shapuh, not being able to effect much in that
country, then laid waste the coasts of the Me-
diterranean ; but being at length encountered by
the Greeks, he was totally defeated. He then
returned to Persia and commenced a horrid
persecution of the Christians in his dominions,
many of whom he martyred. An instance is
related of his having put to death at one time
the general, St. Sarkies, with St. Martirose, the
son of the latter, and fourteen soldiers.*

* Boek II, ¢. 44.
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CHAPTER XVIIL

The reign of Arsaces the Second, and the pontifi-
cate of Nierses the First.

Arsacks the Second, son of Tiran the Second,
ascended the throne of Armenia under the aus-
pices of the king of Persia. This prince, instead
of studying the welfare of his subjects, and im-
proving hiskingdom, was no sooner in possession
of the crown, than he began a career of vice and
licentiousness. In the second year of his reign,
Pharnerseh the pontiff died, having held that
dignity for the s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>