
HERTFORDSHIRE. 27

•

HERTFORDSHIRE.

According to Domesday Book, 78 Robert de Pontcardon held one and a half hides of land, and
twenty acres, in Welga (Willien), of Robert Gernon. The manor had belonged to Harold
Godwinson, and was farmed by Leofric, the huscarl.

Itwas the wise policy of WilliamI.in dividing the conquered lands, tobreak up the great
holdings, and scatter the interests of his barons through distant counties. And the mesne lords,
who owed service to them, had to share in this separation of estates.

Often, as in the present case, the manors were too far apart to be held inpeace ;and the
original grantee was limitedby force ofcircumstances to one possession. Hertfordshire was a far cry
from Devon; and, to this outlying feoffat Welga, Robert of Heanton-Punchardon inallprobability
sent one of his younger sons ; from whom a new

—though transient
—

inheritance descended.
The records are chiefly concerning gifts to the Church. Inthe time of Henry 1., Gilbert deTany,
who held under Ralph de Punchardon, gave one virgate and a half to St. Alban's Abbey, saving
the service due to the lord of the soil.79 Ralph confirmed this gift, and the deed was witnessed
by several of his kinsmen, being afterwards allowed byKingHenry in the Charter at Westminster.
This happened under the rule of Richard, XVth Abbot; later on the grants were renewed to
Simon, XIXth Abbot, by William de Punchardon : and the remainder was given, by his
grandson Geoffrey, toRoger, XXIV1Abbot, in the reign of Edward I. In 1277 (5°Edward I.)
Geoffrey performed military service due from Hugo de Talemasche, of Bentley, in the neighbouring
county. The muster was at Worcester on June 24th for the Welsh campaign ;from which there
is no record of Geoffrey's return. 80

The last special note of the family is of Ivo de Punchardon, who was present at Royston in
1292, with twenty-three other principal inhabitants of North Herts. 81 at a gaol delivery.

The manor had changed hands by the time of Richard 11., and was then held by Henry
Frowick, who married Anne, "sole daughter and heir

"
of Sir Robert Knolles of North Mymms.

Centuries after, a small estate at Cheshunt belonged to Edward Punchadowne, citizen of
London and Fishmonger. He died in 1665, leaving a willdated September 22nd and proved
October 10th, preserved at Somerset House. But there is no proof, nor even presumption, of his
descent from the Willien line. Singularly enough, a house in that parish still bears the
Punchardon name.

The BtntS of the Hertfordshire branch were Argent, a cross potence, gules.

dr. 1100. Ralph de Punchardon, son to Robert de Punchardon, lordof Heanton-Punchardon,—
lord ofthe Manor ofI County Devon:seised also ofWelga, Herts.

1130. Willien.
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