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their kindly feelings and generous conduct during the ter-
rible scenes of the civilwar. While supporters of the Union
cause, they did many acts of personal kindness to Confeder-
ate soldiers and others who espoused the cause of the South.

Numerous instances might be mentioned, but itis deemed
sufficient tomention the following, which willillustrate the
facts :

During the war Joshua F. Speed and his partner, James
W.Henning, had in their charge a number of estates be-
longing to persons who were in the South. The conflict
being so prolonged ami destructive, these persons appre-
hended that all their possessions were swept away, but
when the war ended, they found not only everything pre-
served, but also the accumulated earnings of four years.
Their gratitude was expressed inbeautiful gifts, now treas-
ured in the families of those faithful agents and trustees.

While the war was raging, Joshua F. Speed was sum-
moned as a grand juror inthe Federal Court at Louisville.
The jurors were required to take an oath that they had not
given aid or comfort to the enemies of the Government.
To the surprise of every one Joshua Speed said he did not
know that he could take that oath,

"
Because," said he,

"
I

have furnished prisoners with money when Iknew they
were going to engage in the rebellion."

The judge very promptly said an act of humanity was
not a disqualification.

When the war closed, James Speed being in the cabinet
at Washington was in aposition torender assistance to many
who needed it,and the list would be a long one ifall were
named who received favors at his hand.

The following letter has been furnished to the author by
Judge James Speed Pirtle :

Attorney General's Office,
Washington, May 25, 1865.

James S. Pirtle, Esq., Louisville,Ky.:

Dear Sir :Ireceived your telegram desiring me to send to John
B.Pirtle, at Richmond, $200.

Prior to the receipt ofthat telegram, and at the instance ofEdward
Worthington, Esq., Ihad sent toJohn B.Pirtle $100. Idonot under-


