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SARAH SPEED HANSARD.

FOURTH BRANCH.

Sarah Speed, daughter of John Speed and Mary Taylor,
was born in Mecklenburg, Va., February 14, 1743. She
married Richard Hansard, 1774.

A letter has been preserved which she wrote to her
brother, Captain James Speed, in August, 1786. It is
whollyupon the subject of religion. It makes mention of
another letter she had written tohim on the same subject.
She apologizes for intruding such a letter upon him, and
says: "Iask pardon, but must beg leave to put you in
mind of the many kind reproofs and admonitions you have
had from your aged father, whose lips are now cold in clay
and can never give one word of fatherly advice again.'
Itis a very affectionate letter, and much in the spirit of

those written byher brother Joseph. They all go to show
that there was a very tender affection existing between the
brothers and sisters of this family. She mentions her
brothers, Joseph, Matt and Hal, inthe same religious spirit
which pervades the entire letter. She says :

"
You can

not conceive what an alteration there is in your brothers,
Joseph, Matt and Hal."

Itis noticeable that she does not mention her,brother
John, but she does say: "The girls, Sally and Betsy Speed,
live with me still." Mrs. Raney (mentioned below) says
these two girls were children of John Speed. It would
seem from this that John had died, and his daughters were
living withtheir aunt, Sarah Hansard. The other brother,
Lewis Speed, had lost his life four years before in the ser-
vice of his country, in the war of the Revolution.

Sarah Speed Hansard was the mother of five children :
1. John.
2. William.


