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vere useful in their day and were much read, both in
England and in this country in its earlier days. They are
quoted as reliable authority by later writers, Hume, Strick-
land, Froude, Knight and others.

His taste for letters brought himinto friendly acquaint-
ance with the literary men of his day. Sir Henry Spelman
greeted the publication of his history with a poem inLatin ;
Sir Richard St. George Norry also gave ithigh praise, say-
ing that, "thereby the glory of Great Britain is made
more famous to the world, as well in the geographical
dimension of the land's situation as in the historical rela-
tions ofher most famous monarchs and glorious actions ;no
kingdom hitherto so particularly described nor nation's
history by true record more faithfully penned."

*

Sir John Davis, whose writings are deservedly famous,
wrote a poem upon the publication of Speed's Britain, in
which this stanza occurs:

'•The leaves this book contains and maps here graven,
Are as feathers to thy fame's fair wings,

To fan fresh air upon the face of Heaven,

And raise thy fame above all ending things."

Many others hailed the book with the most complimentary
mention, both inprose and verse.

John Speed was buried in the chancel of the church of
St. Giles, Cripplegate, London. In the same church the
remains ofJohn Milton were afterwards laid. A monument
bearing an inscription inLatin was erected and still stands
over his grave. The inscription shows the dates of his
birth and death and his age (Annos LXXVII). It also
recites his literary labors and discloses the interesting, fact
that he was a man of family—making mention in sober,
solid Latin that he lived with his

"
most sweet wife Susan-

na," fifty-seven years, and left eighteen children
—

twelve
sons and six daughters.

The monument is of white marble and represents a cab-
inet with open doors. Within the cabinet is the figure of
the deceased. One hand rests on a scroll, the other holds
a book. The inscription is on the door.

Who the ancestors ofJohn Speed were can not be stated.


