
25NELSON FAMILY.

My maternal great grandfather (you willperceive what
you are coming to), John Nelson, was a spirited and re-
spectable inhabitant of Boston in the latter part of the
seventeenth century. He was related to the Temple and
Buckingham families in England : one of his daughters was
the mother of the late Sir John Temple, a second married
the father of Edward Dowse, 1Esq., of Dedham ; and a third,
my grandfather, Henry Lloyd, of the Manor, 'Lloyd's
Neck/ or lQueen's Village/ in the State of New York.

In 1689, Mr. Nelson headed the Bostonians who sur-
rounded the Government fort, turned the guns of a battery
in the vicinity on it,and demanded the delivery thereof,
and the surrender of Sir Edmund Andros, an arbitrary and
unpopular royal governor, who had retired to it for secur-
ity j but, thinking it safest to comply with the summons,
he delivered up the fort, and was shortly after shipped from
the colony for England. Soon after this, Mr.Nelson, being
in Nova Scotia on mercantile business, was taken prisoner
by the French or the Indian allies, and carried to Quebec ;
where, obtaining intelligence of an intended and important
expedition that was then preparing in Canada against the
settlements on the Penobscot and Piscataqua Rivers, at
the very great risk of life he endeavored to communicate
the designs of the French to the Government of Massa-
chusetts, and succeeded in his attempt by procuring two
Frenchmen to be the bearers of the information, who, after
executing their commission, were retaken, carried to Can-
ada, and punished as deserters.

—
Mr. Nelson was carried

out with them, in expectation of sharing the same fate.
They were shot before his eyes :but he was remanded to
prison, and soon after sent to France; and when on his
passage, being still alive to the interests of his country he
again succeeded, by prevailing on a fellow-passenger, to
carry information of a second project of the French to send
twelve men-of-war and two thousand troops, which were
then daily expected in Canada from Europe, to make a de-

1Anerror, no da. of John Nelson married a Dowse.
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