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of the necessity in asserting and maintaining our right in
the fishery, and having them especially inserted by articles
conformable to my memorial as aforesaid. What Ihave
now further to add for your lordships' information is, That
the French willendeavour

—
and accordingly instructions

willbe given unto their commissioners —to endeavour to
extend their limits unto the River of Kennebeck, making
that the boundary between us on the eastern parts of New
England, under the plausible pretence that, that river being
more noted, and of the largest extent of any in those parts,
crossing through the land almost unto the great river of
Canada, they thereby shall be able to withhold the Indians
under such a noted boundary from any further excursions
upon us on the western side.

—
But presuming that it

willnot be disagreeable unto your lordships that Igive
my sentiments herein

—
which Ithe rather do to prevent

any surprise or mistake, which may arise from any their
specious pretences

—
Ishall therefore expose before your

honours the nature, consequences, and value of such a
concession, which in a short time may be as fatal and irre-
parable unto the interest of the crown and the prosperity
of those countries, as the late surrender of Nova Scotia by
the treaty of Breda has proved —As first,Icannot see any
further security concerning the Indians ;but on the con-
trary, those Indians of that river being our greatest ene-
mies, willrather be encouraged than otherwise, seeing their
country delivered up unto the French, which those bar-
barous nations will rather interpret to be for want of
power to keep, than any voluntary resignation; so that
we shall thereby become the object of their scorn and con-
tempt, and which will rather encourage than restrain
them in their insolence and enterprises upon us : whereas,
if the French willtruly endeavour to maintain and pro-
mote the publick peace and tranquillity, nothing is more
easy than to restrain them under the limits they were
formerly bounded in,whichis the River of St. George, about
fiveleagues to the eastward of Pemaquid, and was always
the ancient boundary inmy late uncle Sir Thomas Temple's
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